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Current Overview 
Today, roughly 80% of state and local discretionary operational funding ($11.2 of $14.0 

billion) is invested in the foundation grant, resulting in 725k students (50%) at the 
Minimum ($7,076 per pupil) and 575k students (38%) between the Minimum and the 

Basic ($8,049 per pupil), leaving a funding equity gap of up to $973 per pupil. 
 

Long Term Recommendation 

 Invest 90% of state and local discretionary operational funding ($12.6 of $14.0 billion) 
in the foundation grant by redistributing $1.4 billion from state categorical spending.  

 Create a uniform foundation grant of $8,250 for 95% of students in the state, virtually 
eliminating the funding equity gap.  

 This would leave an additional $4.6 billion in federal/state/local operational funds for 

targeted investments to meet identified student needs (at-risk, special education, etc), 
which is $6,000 per pupil if distributed on behalf of 50% of all students in the state. 

 
 

FY ’15 School Aid Budget Proposals  
 
 Per-Pupil Foundation Grant increases in each of 

the proposed budgets: 
 Governor: $150 million increase; 

$83-$111 per pupil; not via 2x equity 

 
 House: $141 million increase; 

$56-$112 per pupil; via 2x equity 
 

 Senate: $425 million increase; 
$150-$300 per pupil; via 2x equity 

 

 We support Governor’s prioritization of “at risk” 
funding to improve 3rd grade reading proficiency and 

college and career readiness. 
 

 We support a next-generation testing assessment to measure individual student growth. 
 

 Performance funding, if it continues, should be earned based on the percentage of K-8 or 
9-12 students who actually meet growth thresholds, not the entire school enrollment. 

 
 

If you would like additional information about this issue, or any issue impacting public education in Michigan, please contact 
Gary Naeyaert, GLEP Executive Director, at gnaeyaert@glep.org 
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