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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman "/ﬁd‘\)

SUBJECT: Presentation on the Proposed Certification Standards for Elementary Teachers

In pursuit of its goal to improve teacher quality, the State Board of Education (SBE) receives
proposals for the adoption and revision of program standards for teacher preparation. The
state has never had elementary certificate program standards. These standards are unique
since they address a total certification program and are needed to reflect and support
Michigan’s K-12 Curriculum Framework, Benchmarks, and Grade Level Content Expectations, as
well as standards adopted by national professional and specialty area associations. The
proposed elementary certificate program standards address what every elementary teacher
needs to know about core content and content-specific pedagogy as they teach in self-
contained classrooms.

During the last seven years, referent groups reflecting the interests of public and independent
teacher preparation institutions, K-12 teachers, and educational associations worked on the
development of standards for the preparation of elementary education teachers. The standards
are designed to align with the K-8 content standards in the Grade Level Content Expectations
(GLCE), as well as national standards from the Association for Childhood Education
International (ACEI) and the Michigan standards for specialty programs. National perspectives
regarding research that provides the underpinning of these standards were sought from
prominent Michigan researchers.

Drafts of the standards were made available to Michigan educational associations, teacher
preparation institutions, and intermediate and local school districts for review and comment in
2000 and 2006. The Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS) of the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) convened focus groups for additional response and the
currently proposed standards reflect adjustments based on that feedback. The Professional
Standards Commission for Teachers (PSCT) has reviewed, revised, and recommended that the
proposed elementary standards be approved by the SBE. When approved, these standards will
be the framework for a dramatically different Michigan Test for Teacher Certification-
Elementary Education and the first focused review of all elementary certificate programs.

The proposed certification standards for elementary teachers (Attachment A) represent a
thorough consideration of input from a variety of stakeholders and are being presented to the
SBE for final review. It is anticipated that these standards will be submitted for approval at the
January 2008 Board meeting.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

KATHLEEN N. STRAUS — PRESIDENT ¢ JOHN C. AUSTIN — VICE PRESIDENT
CAROLYN L. CURTIN — SECRETARY ¢« MARIANNE YARED MCGUIRE -~ TREASURER
NANCY DANHOF — NASBE DELEGATE ¢ ELIZABETH W. BAUER
REGINALD M. TURNER ¢ CASANDRA E. ULBRICH

608 WEST ALLEGAN STREET « P.O. BOX 30008 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.gov/mde « (517) 373-3324



Attachment A

PROPOSED CERTIFICATION STANDARDS
FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
DECEMBER 2007

Preface

Michigan law and rules provided the starting point for these standards. These
proposed elementary certificate program standards were developed using the
parameters of the law and a framework developed from three sources: the
Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI), the Council of Social
Foundations of Education (CSFE), and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and
Support Consortium (INTASC). A referent committee aligned the language for the
standards on pedagogy and professionalism with Michigan’s State Board of
Education (SBE) approved Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers (ELSMT).
The content standards and sub-elements are aligned with the Michigan Curriculum
Framework (MCF) and Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE).

Requirements from the Administrative Rules Governing the Certification of Michigan
Teachers and an alignment document of other pertinent standards for the
preparation of elementary teachers may be viewed at:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33926--,00.html

National Expectations as Defined in Michigan

While Michigan law and national standards were the elements that composed the
development framework, it became clear that a definition of core curriculum was
needed as the focused options were discussed and clarified. The following
definitions guided the committee’s decisions about specialty content focus areas
selected for each option of the proposed elementary certificate program standards
to prepare teachers who are ready to teach, assess, and support optimal academic
achievement for students.

The Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) defines core curriculum to include:

Science Economics
Mathematics History

English Geography
Reading Arts

Language Arts Foreign Languages

Civics and Government

Michigan policy makers have defined core curriculum to also include

Social Studies Physical Science
Integrated Science Dance

Biology Music
Chemistry Theater

Physics Visual Arts

Earth/Space Science



Goal

Teachers prepared to teach in Michigan’s self-contained elementary classrooms
will know and be able to manage instruction for all of the core content areas within
the self-contained classroom for grades K-8 (i.e., integrated science, mathematics,
language arts, reading, social studies, music, health, physical education, and world
languages) and, after earning appropriate endorsements, single-discipline content
classes for students in grades 6-8.

Elementary teachers assigned to content-specific classes in grades 6-8 must hold
elementary teaching certificates with appropriate endorsements for those teaching
assignments. Endorsements are earned by completing approved teacher
preparation programs in specific subjects (e.g., mathematics, English, reading,
social studies, music, physical education, and world languages).

Elementary program standards will ensure that teachers are prepared with broad
content knowledge in integrated science, language arts, social studies,
mathematics, reading, visual and performing arts, physical education, and health.
Since research that identifies the specific content to best prepare elementary
teachers for promoting student achievement is limited, these elementary certificate
program standards have focused the choices that teacher candidates may select in
their preparation programs by aligning choices with the state’s K-8 content
expectations.

There is some intentional redundancy between the ELSMT and standards 2-6 of the
elementary certificate program standards. This is to assure that the demands of
classroom instruction for all children in all core content areas will be adequately
addressed by the preparation courses at teacher preparation institutions. The
intent is to integrate responsibility for all aspects of teacher preparation into
pedagogy and some content courses. For further information regarding the
rationale for the elementary certificate program standards refer to:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33926--,00.html|

Elementary Certificate Preparation Options

The teacher preparation institution must advise candidates to assure all elements
of the selected option are successfully accomplished to meet certification
requirements.

1. Core subject option:
The candidate:

e Selects a major or two (2) minors, appropriate for the preparation of
elementary teachers, from the following endorsement areas: integrated
science, mathematics, social studies, language arts, or reading.

e May take the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) in each content
area, for the specific endorsement desired.



Completes a planned program that incorporates the other core content
areas, as well as covering elementary certificate program standards for
health, physical education, and arts.

Completes a professional education sequence that includes content-specific
pedagogy for the core areas and field placements across the K-8 grade
range, practicing in a variety of content areas and grade levels, before
student teaching.

Passes the MTTC Basic Skills and Elementary tests.

2. Comprehensive major option:
The candidate:

Completes a comprehensive core of at least 45 credits that provides some
depth and balance across the content standards in: integrated science,

mathematics, social studies, language arts, health, physical education, and
the arts.

e Completes one world language or student-centered* minor or major.
e May take the MTTC in the chosen content area if endorsement is desired.
e Completes a professional education sequence that includes content-specific

pedagogy for the core areas and field placements across the K-8 grade
range, practicing in a variety of content areas, before student teaching.
Passes the MTTC Basic skills and Elementary tests.

*A student-centered major/minor may be English as a Second Language
(ESL), bilingual education, early childhood, middile level, cognitive
impairment, physical or other health impairment, emotional impairment,
learning disabilities, hearing impairment, or visual impairment.

Elementary teacher preparation programs will be reviewed using input criteria for
initial approval and outcome measures for ongoing program approval. Institutions
that choose to offer both program options (core and comprehensive) will be
required to document evidence of program success for each option.

NOTES:

1.

All elementary candidates are required by law to take six credit hours of
reading courses that meet specific standards. Required reading courses are
defined by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE)/SBE policy. These
can be viewed at:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368---,00.html

All teacher candidates are required by law to take three additional credits of
diagnostic reading instruction, prior to advancing to a Professional Education
certificate. The specific elements contained within PA 32 (4) of 2007 can be
viewed at:

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/publicact/htm/2007-
PA-0032.html



3. The teacher generalist, who is prepared to teach in a self-contained
classroom, is not prepared to teach and should not be assigned as a
specialist in a program outside the self-contained classroom context (e.g.,
music, visual arts, physical education, health, reading, technology, library
media). See the suggested assignment guidelines at:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/What_can_be_taught_composite_TQ C
107355_A112320_7_123436_7.doc

Balance Within Standard 1.0
Curriculum - Central Concepts, Tools of Inquiry, and Structures of Content

In order to assure that elementary teacher preparation programs are rigorous and
include relevant content coursework, this standard, along with its sub-elements,
identifies specific content information. Standard one (1.0) addresses the content
preparation for elementary teacher candidates. The introductory standard for each
curricular area, (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, etc.) contains language from national standards and
the sub-elements provide descriptors of specific content expectations for Michigan.
For example, the sub-elements of standard one (1.1) represent the specific content
area for language arts and reading with further refinement of descriptors occurring
in additional sub-elements (1.1.1 and 1.1.1.2). The sub-elements make visible the
specific elements of teacher preparation that align with the MCF and GLCE for
students in grades K-8 and to facilitate the test development process for the MTTC.
All of the core content areas are addressed within standard one (1.0).

Since the elementary certificate program standards articulate the knowledge, skills,
and dispositions that preparation programs must address to prepare elementary
classroom teachers, the balance is uneven across the content areas. The content
areas that are solely the responsibility of classroom teachers are defined in more
detail. Some of the core content areas are expected to be integrated into the
classroom instruction in conjunction with other content areas (e.g., the arts might
be incorporated into social studies instruction). Other core content areas, which
may be taught by specialists or teachers with specialty endorsements within a
school district, are defined in less detail. For further information see “Appropriate
Instructional Assignments for Elementary Certified Teachers” at:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33926--,00.html

Elementary curriculum specialists have provided input regarding the content within
standard one (1.0) and are confident that these content sub-elements align with
the MCF and GLCE outlined in other policy documents. Elementary teacher
candidates also may choose to complete a major or minor course of study in
content areas that will go beyond standard one (1.0) and provide both broader and
deeper content knowledge, thus allowing such teachers to have specialized
endorsements on their elementary certificates.  As an elementary teacher continues
to develop professionally, endorsements may be added to his/her Provisional or
Professional Education teaching certificate.
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