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Objectives

Share examples of how the Arc of Inquiry might 
support the learning experience for students

Address how learners can demonstrate 
understanding through assessments at different 
levels of the education system

Share considerations for local and statewide 
assessment of learning of new standards
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Improving Performance Through 
Instruction

Student Success

Quality Instruction

C3 Framework

Michigan Content Standards
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Arc of Inquiry (organizing structure)

Developing Questions and Planning 
Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary Concepts & 
Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & Taking 
Informed Action
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An Example – Compelling and Supporting 
Questions

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts & Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & 
Taking Informed Action

Who is a citizen of our classroom?
• What is a citizen?
• How do we define "this 

classroom?"
• How do we include new 

citizens?
• Does a visitor to our classroom 

become a citizen?
• Is the teacher a citizen of our 

classroom?
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An Example – Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts and Tools

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts & Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & 
Taking Informed Action

Who is a citizen of our classroom?
P3.1 - Identifying and Analyzing 
Public Issues
P3.3 - Persuasive Communication 
About a Public Issue
P4.2 - Citizen Involvement
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An Example – Evaluating Sources and 
Using Evidence

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts & Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & 
Taking Informed Action

Who is a citizen of our classroom?
• Is it just the people who are on 

the teacher’s class list?
• Do citizens of our classroom 

need to follow the class 
procedures?

• What if someone does not follow 
school rules?
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An Example – Communicating Conclusions 
and Taking Informed Action

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts & Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & 
Taking Informed Action

Who is a citizen of our classroom?
• Creating a personal declaration of 

citizenship in the classroom (and 
what that means to the learner)

• Creating a class declaration of 
what it means to be a citizen of 
the classroom
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A Similar Example for High School

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Applying Disciplinary 
Concepts & Tools 

Evaluating Sources & Using 
Evidence

Communicating Conclusions & 
Taking Informed Action

Supporting Questions:

- What is citizenship?

- What is “revolutionary”?

- Who is a citizen

- Who should be a citizen?

Disciplinary Concepts:

C5.1 The Meaning of Citizenship in 
the United States of America

C5.3Rights of Citizenship

C5.4 Responsibilities of Citizenship

C6.2 Participating in Civic Life

Evaluating Sources:

- Declaration of Independence

- “What to the slave is the 4th of 
July?” – Frederick Douglass

- Riis on Poverty; Debs on labor

Take Civic Action:

- Write a letter to a legislator

- Circulate a petition in your 
community

- Participate in and report on a local 
government hearing

Should Citizenship 
be Revolutionary?



Assessment Considerations
• Local

– Development of Student Learning Objectives

– Common local assessments and rubrics

– Use of formative data to improve classroom 
instruction

– Student artifacts and performance assessments

• Regional 
– Performance Assessments of Social Studies 

Thinking (PASST)
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Approach for Statewide Assessment Item Design

11

Updated standards require higher order thinking

Need new item types to assess increased Depth of 

Knowledge (DOK): 

– Continue to use multiple choice

– Add technology-enhanced items (drag/drop, select text, radio 

dial, hotspot, graphing)

– Add constructed-response items



Technology Enhanced Items for Social Studies 
Assessments
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In the statement below, highlight the phrase that best reflects the Constitutional 

Concept of the legal argument made in U.S. v Nixon (1973)



Assessment Timeline
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2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

LEA Develop / refine 
common rubrics 
and assessments

Develop and 
implement SLOs; 
Use formative data 
-> instruction

Review student artifacts and implement
performance assessments across 
multiple grades

Region Pilot PASST efforts Implement PASST 
combined with 
professional 
learning

Integrate social studies data and 
assessments into MTSS data tools for 
schools

State Develop revised 
assessment plan to 
integrate new 
standards

Begin item pilots in 
state assessments

Depending on assessment landscape, 
implement new social studies 
assessments based on standards
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Partners



Contacts
Natasha Baker
Deputy Superintendent
BakerN5@michigan.gov

Linda Forward
Director, OEII
Forwardl@Michigan.gov 

Andy Middlestead
Director, OSA
Middlesteada@Michigan.gov

Jim Cameron
Social Studies
CameronJ3@michigan.gov
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