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MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the State Board of Education

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT: Report to the Legislature on Public School Academies (PSAs)

At its November meeting, the State Board of Education discussed the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) report summarizing authorizer and charter school
activity since May 2005, in fulfilment of MDE's statutory obligation. The report
reiterates three legislative recommendations from last year's report and makes a
new fourth recommendation:

1) Require authorizer oversight of PSA wind-up and dissolution
2) Specify where records of closed PSAs should be kept,
3) Require authorizer review of contracts between PSA Boards and Education

Service Providers (ESPs), and
4) Give MDE rulemaking authority to set criteria for suspending authorizers

and to establish incentives for authorizers to improve PSA quality.

Since the Board's November review, page 43 and 44 have been revised:
1) The sentence that had been hidden on page 43 is uncovered.
2) An additional 14 PSAs have been added to the chart (Fig 57 on page 44)

of those who serve more than 50% subsidized lunch student populations
and achieve more than 60% proficiency on English Language Arts (ELA)
assessments. A reader noticed that some PSAs' individual profile
appendix sheets indicated they met those criteria, but the names did not
appear in the text pages. Re-checking the data analysis showed that the
Free/Reduced lunch counts had not been registered for those schools, so
they had been omitted from the chart.

3) Ten of the same schools have been added to the table (page 43) of those
achieving 60% proficiency in b:91b math and ELA.

The revised pages are attached (Attachment A).

It is [ecommend~d that the State Board of Education receive the Regort to the
Legislature on Public School Academies as Dresented at the November Board
meetina (with the revisions above) and aDDrove transmittal to the Legislature.
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Attachment A
2) Innovation
The other promise about PSAs has been the hope that charter schools can
incubate innovations that would be of use to other public schools.

Few innovations would be of more interest than new methods that are
succeeding in bringing children in poverty to succeed at high standards.
Future annual reports to the Legislature should investigate and
report on methods being used by PSAs that serve poor children
and do it well. As a beginning step in that direction, this year's report

uses data to isolate existing schools that meet those two criteria. Each

dot shown in Figure 56 represents a Michigan PSA: its vertical position

displays its percent proficient on the Grade 3-8 ELA 2005-06 MEAP, and
its horizontal position shows the percentage of its students eligible for

free/reduced lunch. Figure 57 identifies the 37 PSAs in the upper right

quadrant of Figure 56: those with over 60% ELA proficiency, accomplished

for student populations over half eligible for free/reduced lunch.

Figures 58 and 59 do the same for mathematics, identifying 26 PSAs

with more than 60% proficient, and more than 50% poor children.

Twenty-five PSAs make both lists; that is, the PSAs score above 60% on
both ELA and math MEAP. Those twenty-five are identified below.

If .similar achievement can be sustained, the general and particular
strategies of these schools may represent important Innovations and may
well be of interest to other public schools, both charter and traditional, that
are working toward the success of similar populations.

PSAs Serving at Least 50% Low-Income Students and Achieving at Least 60% on
Both ELA and Math Proficiency on the Grade 3 - 8 Fall 2005 MEAP

Public School Academy Grades Authorizer Date Opened ESP (2005-06)

Academy of Flint K-8 CMU 9/1999 CSAS
Bahweting Anishnabe K-8 NMU 9/1995 Self-managed
Bay County PSA K-8 BMCC 8/2001 Mosaica
Bingham Academy K-5 BMCC 9/2004 Mosaica
Bridge Academy K-8 FSU 8/2004 Global Education
Burton Glen K-8 NMU 9/1999 NHA
Central Academy £>K-12 CMU 8/1996 Global Education
Cole Academy K-5 CMU 8/1995 Self-managed
Countryside K-12 CMU 8/1996 Self-managed
Detroit Merit Academy 1<-8 GVSU 10/2002 NHA
Detroit Edtson..PSA K-8 OU 9/1998 Edison
Edison Oakland K-6 EMU 8/1999 Edison
Great Lakes Academy 1<-6 EMU 8/1997 Imagine Schools
International of Flint K-12 CMU 9/1999 Self-managed
MLK Jr. Ed. Center K-6 DPS 10/1995 Self-managed
Marvin L. Winans K-f.~ SVSU 8/1997 Self-managed
North Saginaw K-8 CMU 9/1999 NHA
Pansophia K-:1,2 CMU 9/1995 Helicon
Renaissance K.7 CMU 8/1996 Imagine
Ridge Park ~e LSSU 8/1998 NHA
Saginaw Preparatory PK-6 SVSU 9/1997 Leona Group
Star International K-12 OU 9/1998 Hamadeh
William C. Abney K-5 GVSU 9/1998 Leona Group
Vanderbilt. . !:5~8 GVSU 9/1996 NHA
YMCA ServrceAcademy ~-~ LSSU 8/1999 Self-managed
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Figure 56: Grade 3-5 ELA MEAP (2005-06) vs Poverty
~

Figure 57: PSAs Serving 50% Subsidized Lunch and
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