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ELEVEN THOUSAND STUDENTS



MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 

DEMOGRAPHICS

*Transgender and Questioning 

Students not included

2015 Michigan Youth Risk Behavior Survey



DATA FROM MICHIGAN 

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY (YRBS)
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Threatened or injured with a
weapon on school property

Didn't go to school because they
felt unsafe

Grades consisted mostly of Cs,
Ds, and Fs

Attempted suicide

Percent of Heterosexual and Lesbian, Gay, or Bisexual (LGB) Students Who 
Reported Certain Behaviors or Experiences in the Last Year

Heterosexual LGB

2015 Michigan Youth Risk Behavior Survey



BEDROCK OF STUDENT SUCCESS



SOLID FOUNDATION FOR 

LGBTQ GUIDANCE



MDE SAFE SCHOOLS FOR SEXUAL MINORITY 

YOUTH INITIATIVE

• State-Level Workgroup

• Resource Guide

• Regional Workshops

• A Silent Crisis: Creating Safe Schools for          

Sexual Minority Youth

• Planning for Action:  Next Steps in Creating Safe Schools for 

Sexual Minority Youth

• Technical Assistance



STATE LAWS

Matt Epling Safe School Law
• Requires schools to have an anti-bullying policy

• No enumeration

• No required training

Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act
• Does not currently include sexual orientation, gender identity, 

or gender expression

• Does include religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, 

height, weight, or marital status

• Individuals who identify as LGBT are not protected from 

discrimination in employment, public accommodation, or 

housing



OCR enforces Title IX, which has been interpreted to         

bar discrimination on the basis of                                     

gender identity and expression.

FEDERAL LAWS

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS (OCR) AND TITLE IX

“Title IX's sex discrimination prohibition extends to claims of discrimination 

based on gender identity or failure to conform to stereotypical notions of 

masculinity or femininity and OCR accepts such complaints for investigation…. 

the actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity of the parties does 

not change a school's obligations.”



PROCESS FOR DEVELOPING STATEMENT

Discussions 
with national 

partners

Discussions 
with major 
policy and 
law firms

Review 
existing 

statements 
and policies

Research  
record 

keeping, 
name 

changes



POLICY AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS

ACROSS THE COUNTRY



 Michigan Association of School 

Administrators (MASA)

 Michigan Association of School Boards 

(MASB)

 Michigan Association of Secondary 

School Principals (MASSP)

 Michigan Elementary and Middle School 

Principals Association (MEMSPA)

 Michigan Education Association (MEA) 

 Michigan Association of School 

Psychologists (MASP)

 Michigan Association of School Social  

Workers (MASSW)

 Michigan School Counselor Association 

(MSCA)

 Michigan Association of School Nurses 

(MASN)

 Society of Health and Physical  
Educators (SHAPE-Michigan)

 Michigan High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA)

 School administrators and educators

 Pediatricians 

 Clinical  psychologists

 Higher education

 Special  education

 Early chi ldhood

 Pupil  accounting

 Parents

 Students

 Community organizations

 Legal counsel supporting school 
districts

STAKEHOLDER INPUT



1. Adopt and implement enumerated and inclusive 

policies

2. Provide professional development opportunities

3. Support formation of Gay-Straight Alliances

4. Provide family engagement and support 

5. Encourage respect across the curriculum

6. Provide information in school libraries

7. Collect and review data

8. Designate building-level staff

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

FOR LGBTQ STUDENTS: 

OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS (PAGES 3-4)



1. Names and pronouns

2. Student records

3. Privacy

4. Restrooms

5. Locker rooms

6. Physical education

7. Interscholastic sports

8. Dress code

9. Gender-based activities

GUIDANCE TO SUPPORT TRANSGENDER AND 

GENDER NONCONFORMING STUDENTS (PAGES 5-6)



Seven-year-old transgender student in second grade at 

Cornerstone Elementary School in Dexter Community Schools

.

Photo included with permission from Tchoryk family.


