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 An SLO is a measurable, 
long-term, academic goal 
informed by available data 
that a teacher or teacher 
team sets in collaboration 
with the building 
administrator at the 
beginning of the year for all 
students or for subgroups 
of students.

What is an SLO?
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Why Student Learning Objectives

 Measures Academic Growth of Students

 Personalizes Learning

 Improved and Focused Instruction

 Linked to School Improvement and Competency–Based 
Learning
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SLO Implementation in Schools
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Source: Lachlan-Haché, L., Cushing, E., & Bivona, L. (2012). Student learning objectives as measures of educator effectiveness: The basics. Washington, DC: 
American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from http://educatortalent.org/inc/docs/SLOs_Measures_of_Educator_Effectiveness.pdf 



 Support teachers’ instructional development
 Measure student growth
 Driven by individual teachers and teacher teams
 Can be used by ALL teachers, not just those in tested 

grades and subjects
 Align with Michigan’s school improvement process

Purpose of SLOs
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Types of SLOs
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Increasing 
Teacher Agency

Increasing SLO 
Comparability

Type 1
Set by teacher 

or teacher team 
using available 
assessments

Type 2
Set by teacher or 

teacher team 
using 

assessment list 
or ranking

Type 3
Set by teacher 

or teacher team 
using common 
assessments

Type 4
Set by local 

education agency 
using common 

assessments and 
common growth 

targets



 PUBLIC ACT 102 (PA 102 of 2011) –
 Student Growth---25% in 2013-2014, 40% in 2014-15, 50% 

in 205-2016

 PUBLIC ACT 257 (PA 257 of 2014)
 Student Growth---at least  50% beginning in 2015-2016

Student Growth Legislation
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Available Resources
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Resources (Continued)
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 Continue to work with local districts (LEAs) and Intermediate 
School Districts (ISDs) to develop SLO guidance
 Develop guidance for administrators’ use of SLOs
 Conduct regional information sessions on the use of SLOs as 

a student growth measure in Michigan
 Continue to work with internal and external partners to provide 

professional learning opportunities for educators

Next Steps
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Presentations

September—
Special Populations Conference
October—
Upper Peninsula Learning Conference
November---
AdvancED Conference
School Improvement Conference
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 Norma Jean Sass
 Deputy Superintendent, Education Services
 Sassn@Michigan.gov

 Linda Forward
 Director, OEII
 Forwardl@Michigan.gov

 Sam Sinicropi
 Consultant, OEII
 Sinicropis@Michigan.gov
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Contact Information
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