
 
 

MINUTES 
 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Ladislaus B. Dombrowski Board Room 
John A. Hannah Building 

608 West Allegan 
Lansing, Michigan 

 
April 13, 2010 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Present: Mr. Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman 
 Mrs. Kathleen N. Straus, President  
 Mr. John C. Austin, Vice President 
 Mrs. Carolyn L. Curtin, Secretary  

Mrs. Marianne Yared McGuire, Treasurer  
Mrs. Nancy Danhof, NASBE Delegate 
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bauer 
Mr. Reginald M. Turner  
Ms. Casandra E. Ulbrich 
Ms. Niya Hardin, representing Governor Jennifer M. Granholm, 
ex officio (via telephone) 
 

Also Present:   Mr. Rob Stephenson, 2009-2010 Michigan Teacher of the Year 
 

REGULAR MEETING
 

I. CALL TO ORDER
 

Mr. Flanagan called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. 
 

II. INFORMATIONAL FOLDER ITEMS
 
A. Information on Public School Year-end Deficits – Annual Report 

to Legislature 
 

B. Special Education Advisory Committee Quick Notes to the State 
Board of Education – Meetings of February 3 and March 3, 2010  

 
C. Information on Grants Coordination and School Support Child 

Nutrition Program Fact Sheets 
 

D. The 2008-2009 Annual Report of the Professional Standards 
Commission for Teachers 
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III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ORDER OF PRIORITY
 

Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that the State 
Board of Education approve the agenda and order of priority. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion. 
 
 Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, Danhof, McGuire, Straus, 

Ulbrich 
 Absent:  Turner 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. INTRODUCTION OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS, 
DEPARTMENT STAFF, AND GUESTS

 
Mrs. Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, introduced members of 
the State Board of Education, Department of Education staff, and 
guests attending the meeting.  
 

V. AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
  

A.       Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence Award 
  

Mrs. Straus said she would like to say a few words about Ms. Stella 
Gikas.  She said Stella was the recording secretary to the State 
Board of Education when in 1991 she closed her last stenographer’s 
notebook, after 47 years at the Department of Education.  She said 
Stella started her career in the Department in Teacher Certification, 
and rose through a half-dozen jobs after that.  She passed away 
later in 1991 from bone cancer.  She was a legend.  She always 
combined the highest level of professional competency with the 
highest level of common sense and people skills.  She was the 
Grand Dame of the Department, who served under no less than 11 
superintendents, the super-secretary whom others emulated.  
Stella filled 511 notebooks recording the minutes at State Board of 
Education meetings, and kept each one of them.   

  
Mrs. Straus said in 1991 the State Board of Education approved 
the establishment of the Stella Gikas Secretarial Award, later 
renamed the “Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence 
Award,” to be given annually to an outstanding support person in 
the Department of Education.  She said the award is given for 
providing leadership to others, outstanding service to education, 
dedication to excellence, and maintaining the highest professional 
standards. 

  
Mrs. Straus said a subcommittee comprised of herself; Carolyn 
Curtin; Jean Shane; Eileen Hamilton; Linda Bushong, the 2009 

 2 



Stella Gikas Award recipient; and Mrs. Straus; reviewed the 
nominations received for the 2010 award.  Mrs. Straus said all 
of the nominations submitted were for outstanding candidates.  
Mrs. Straus said it is an honor to announce that the recipient of 
the 2010 Stella Gikas Professional Support Staff Excellence 
Award is an employee of the Michigan Department of Education 
for more than 20 years – Joyce Gooder, secretary in the Office 
of Early Childhood Education and Family Services.  
 
Ms. Straus read statements from the information submitted 
supporting the nomination of Joyce for the award. 

 
“Ms. Gooder exemplifies an unwavering dedication to excellence 
on a daily basis.” 
 
“She continuously demonstrates her stellar professional work 
ethics on a daily basis; in part, with the extremely high-quality 
products which she produces, her excellent customer service that 
she provides to callers/visitors, her attention to detail as the 
unit’s time keeper, and her ability to anticipate the needs of and 
support of the unit staff.” 
 
“She fully understands her role as an essential member of a work 
team and uses this understanding to ensure what she does on a 
daily basis, from professional, compassionate customer service on 
citizen and school entities’ phone calls to utilizing her outstanding 
editing and proofreading ability to support staff work products is 
done at the highest level of quality and contributes to delivering 
the highest quality early education programs to the children and 
families of Michigan.” 
 
“Ms. Gooder not only works hard displaying qualities of a highly-
functioning dedicated worker, but also models those qualities to 
other staff.  She does not ask others to do what she is not willing 
to do herself.” 
 
“Ms. Gooder showcases her leadership to others beyond the unit 
and office for which she is responsible for supporting by leading 
many successful events of the Wellness Team for the Department.  
Even if she is not in the lead role of planning, organizing and 
executing the event or logistically carrying out the program, she 
dedicates her time and effort without hesitation for the betterment 
of her coworkers and other Department staff.” 
 
“Ms. Gooder truly goes above and beyond in her position at the 
Department, but she doesn’t stop showcasing the type of person 
she is when she leaves for the day.  For years, she has participated 
in the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Program by being a Big Sister and 
mentoring a young girl.  She also gives back to society through her  

 3 



participation in Race For The Cure annual events, and organizes 
sponsoring of two Salvation Army families by the Office of Early 
Childhood Education and Family Services each Christmas.” 
 
Ms. Gooder introduced her family, and said, “she is honored to 
receive the award considering the caliber of the people in the 
Department and she is deeply appreciative and thankful.”   
 
Mr. Flanagan presented Mrs. Gooder with the engraved award, 
and Mrs. Straus presented the framed certificate that was 
signed by the entire Board. 
 
Dr. Lindy Buch, Director, Office of Early Childhood and Family 
Services, said Joyce is always helpful, dedicated and she 
understands the importance and purpose of her work in early 
childhood.  Dr. Buch said her work is very much appreciated, 
and she presented Joyce with flowers. 

 
VI. RECESS
 

The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 9:59 a.m. to convene the 
Committee of the Whole. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
 

VII. CALL TO ORDER
 

Mr. Flanagan called the Committee of the Whole to order at 10:00 a.m.  
 

VIII. POINT OF THE DAY
 

Mr. Martin Ackley, Director of Communications, presented the Point of 
the Day by demonstrating an iPad as an example of the importance of 
using current technology in teaching. 

 
IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS
 

A. Discussion Regarding State Board of Education’s Recommendations 
Regarding School Reform/Finance 

 
Mrs. Straus said the State Board of Education has had a series of 
meetings in which economists, educators, business, labor, and 
citizens have addressed the Board regarding school reform and 
finance.  She said Michigan is in a long-term crisis and there needs 
to be a solution.  She said a strong educational system is essential 
in building the economy and the future.  Mrs. Straus said the Board 
will make bipartisan recommendations to the Governor and 
Legislature to help resolve the problem and put education on a 
sound footing for the future. 
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Mrs. Straus said Mr. Austin has worked with Public Sector 
Consultants and Michigan Future to develop “Recommendations 
to Better Support Michigan’s Education System,” a report that 
will be the basis for the Board’s discussion and public input. 
 
Mr. Austin said it is important that the Board and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction broaden and deepen the decision making 
process regarding the educational system that is necessary for 
the state to thrive.  Mr. Austin said stakeholder input is included 
in the analysis and recommendations that are being presented. 
 
A PowerPoint presentation was shown. 
 
Mr. Turner joined the meeting at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Board member questions and clarifications included: 
 
1. respect that people are suffering and we are at a 

crossroads, we cannot underplay the economic benefits 
of job creation and long term savings; Michigan has one 
of the best higher education systems in the country;  

 
2. this will not be easy; we need to make difficult decisions 

to rearrange what we currently have before we talk of 
new revenue and taxes; if that is not done rearranging 
will never occur; 

 
3. look at education from early childhood to higher 

education; this is the best investment and essential to 
rebuild the state; studies have shown that we need 
educated people to have a successful economy; there 
needs to be a combination of reform and revenue; there 
needs to be more shared services in order for schools and 
districts to be more efficient, and save money; 

 
4. there will be many new legislators with fresh looks; the 

state has made it the most difficult for the most needy 
citizens to obtain educational and social services; a 
system could be designed that is more efficient using all 
state funding not just education funding; design the 
system to serve people in a way that is accessible, 
affordable and adequate; 
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5. must be shared sacrifice among the people of Michigan;   

need a longer school year and more instructional time; 
competitive bidding processes can sharpen everyone’s 
thinking about the best ways to provide non-instructional 
services in the most efficient and effective ways to put 
more money into the classroom; emulate best practices  
around the world that are working; the trend is to lengthen 
the amount of instructional time but not necessarily more 
seat time; 

 
6. kindergarten should be mandatory;  
 
7. leave six percent sales tax and extend the service tax to 

all services; 
 
8. lower class sizes to under 30 in a classroom; 
 
9. need to look at how services are delivered; students need 

to have education delivered in a method other than the 
Carnegie unit; 

 
10. class size reference is on page three; insert the word 

“smaller” before class size; get away from the Carnegie 
unit; there is an immediate crisis;  

 
11. how will we break down silos and get people to the table – 

engage in conversation with those coming into office 
regarding the importance of integrating functions and cost 
savings that would emerge;  

 
12. Department of Corrections budget grows, and higher 

education and K-12 budgets shrink; school districts 
across the state are in financial trouble; there is an 
immediate crisis in the short term; 

 
13. we have the framework for discussion with partners to 

comment on the draft; expand to candidates for their 
comments; and  

 
14. July 1 starts the new school year budget and education 

funding needs to be determined by then. 
 

X. RECESS
 

The Board recessed the Committee of the Whole Meeting at 11:20 a.m. 
to convene the Regular Meeting. 
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REGULAR MEETING

 
XI. DISCUSSION REGARDING STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION’S 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING SCHOOL REFORM/FINANCE 
 

Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mr. Turner, that the State Board 
of Education endorse the “Principles to Guide Michigan’s 
Education System Restructuring” listed on page two of the 
report titled “Recommendations to Better Support Michigan’s 
Education System - Revenues, Reforms and Restructuring”; and, 
support the direction of the full report, and continue to refine the 
specific recommendations by inviting comment and input from 
the Legislature, Governor, education community, candidates for 
office, and other interested parties until the May 11, 2010, 
meeting of the Board. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

XII.    CLOSED SESSION
  

Mrs. Danhof moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State 
Board of Education convene in closed session at the request of 
Mike Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction, in order to 
consider a periodic personnel evaluation of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, as provided in Section 8(a) of the Open 
Meetings Act. 

  
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

  
Austin – Aye  
Bauer – Aye 
Curtin – Aye  
Danhof – Aye  
McGuire – Aye  
Straus – Aye  
Turner – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye  
  
The motion carried. 
 
The Board recessed at 11:25 a.m. at which time the Board met in 
closed session until 12:40 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Danhof left the meeting at 12:40 p.m. 
 
The Board reconvened in open session at 12:45 p.m. in the Ladislaus B. 
Dombrowski Board Room. 
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XIII. RECESS
 

The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 12:46 p.m. to convene the 
Committee of the Whole. 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

 
XIV. DISCUSSION ITEMS (continued)

 
B. Update on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 

of 2009 
 

• Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief 
Academic Officer 

• Ms. Carol Wolenberg, Deputy Superintendent 
 

Staff provided an update on the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act including administrative duties the Michigan 
Department of Education is required to perform, two new 
grants that are part of Race To The Top, and next steps for the 
second round application. 
 
The round two Race To The Top application will be presented 
to the Board at its May meeting. 
 
A PowerPoint presentation was shown. 

 
Board member questions and clarifications included: 
 
1. are i3 grants for individual school districts and is the 

Department aware of which districts may apply – it can 
be individual districts or a consortium, and although the 
Department does need to sanction applications, staff is 
aware that some districts have indicated an interest; 

 
2. is the i3 application where multiple signatures are required – 

not that we are aware of; it is a traditional grant; and 
 
3. the public should know that the staff in the Michigan 

Department of Education work very hard and do an 
excellent job. 
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C. Presentation on 2009 Public School Academy Legislative Report 
 

• Dr. Sally Vaughn, Deputy Superintendent and Chief 
Academic Officer 

• Ms. MaryAlice Galloway, Director, Education Improvement 
and Innovation 

 
The increased level of interest in charter schools brings new 
scrutiny to the performance of existing charter schools across 
the state.  The report was prepared in response to the statutory 
mandate included in Part 6A of The Revised School Code, and 
addresses many required Public School Academy performance 
issues. 
 
Board member questions and clarifications included: 
 
1. this report is a huge improvement over previous reports; 

charter schools are being viewed based on their own 
records and not compared to urban schools in the state; 
it would be helpful to have an explanation in the 
beginning of the report regarding state averages;  

 
2. traditional schools are closing all over the state due to 

budget issues, and at the same time numerous charter 
schools are opening; if rural schools close, children may 
have to be bussed to destinations far from home; 

 
3. is there a list of charter schools, locations, and 

authorizers – listing is on the website, so it is possible 
to add it to the report; 

 
4. some schools are closing because there is a real or 

perceived perception that schools are failing, so people are 
fleeing schools that are not doing a good job of educating 
children; public schools should be opening charters to 
provide a better, more effective educational program; 

 
5. some charter schools are moving from their original 

locations; 
 
6. there are some excellent charter schools in Michigan; some 

buildings are shutting due to lack of financial support; if the 
state cannot afford to keep well performing schools open, 
how can they afford to open new charter schools; and 

 
7. there needs to be more choices that are effective 

including high quality charter schools. 
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D. Discussion Regarding Criteria for Grant Programs 
 

Mrs. Straus asked why the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act Grant Criteria are so prescriptive.  Dr. Vaughn said the 
requirements are specified in federal legislation.   
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT
 

The Board adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 1:20 p.m. to 
resume the Regular Meeting. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
XVI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
 

A. Ms. Sandra Hines, Detroit, Michigan.  Ms. Hines, representing 
Coalition to Restore Hope to Detroit Public Schools, provided 
verbal comments on Detroit Public Schools. 

 
B. Ms. Patricia Whitlow, Detroit, Michigan.  Ms. Whitlow, 

representing Safeway Transportation, provided verbal comments 
and written material on Detroit Public Schools transportation. 

 
C. Ms. Mary McKissic, Detroit, Michigan.  Ms. McKissic provided 

verbal comments on Detroit Public Schools. 
 

D. Mr. Wesley Ganson, Detroit, Michigan.  Mr. Ganson, Chairman of 
the Detroit Public Schools Advisory Council Board of Education, 
provided verbal comments on Detroit Public Schools. 

 
E. Ms. Helen Moore, Detroit, Michigan.  Ms. Moore provided verbal 

comments on Detroit Public Schools. 
 

F. Ms. Linda Cypret-Kilbourne, Marshall, Michigan.  Ms. Cypret-
Kilbourne, representing Michigan Coalition Against Racism in 
Sports and Media, provided verbal comments on Native 
American mascots and logos. 

 
G. Ms. Christine Herdman, Battle Creek, Michigan.  Ms. Herdman, 

representing Michigan Coalition Against Racism in Sports and 
Media, provided verbal comments on Native American mascots 
and logos. 

 
H. Ms. Elspeth Geiger, Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Ms. Geiger provided 

verbal comments on Native American mascots and logos in the 
Clinton School District. 
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I. Mr. Russ Bellant, Detroit, Michigan.  Mr. Bellant provided verbal 
comments on the emergency financial manager in Detroit Public 
Schools. 
 

XVII. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
 
 A. Center for Michigan Forum on Education 
 

Mrs. Straus said she and Mrs. Bauer attended the Center for 
Michigan Forum on Education on March 10.  She said several 
hundred people attended presentations ranging from early 
childhood to higher education.  She said Mr. Flanagan was a 
panelist. 
 

B. Consensus for Change  
 

Mrs. Straus said she, Mrs. Bauer, and Mr. Flanagan attended a 
Consensus for Change meeting in Grand Rapids on the evening of 
March 10.  She said Mrs. Bauer is a member of the group that 
includes superintendents, local board members, and organizations.  
She said there was an interesting presentation of an online school 
by a superintendent from Minnesota. 

 
C. Detroit Urban League’s Youth Dialogue 

 
Mrs. Straus said she participated in the Detroit Urban League’s 
Youth Dialogue.  She said it is an opportunity for students from 
Detroit high schools to have an intergenerational dialogue with 
people from their community who have influenced positive 
changes. 

  
D. Safe Schools Meeting 
 

Mrs. Straus said she spoke at a meeting regarding safe schools 
sponsored by Michigan’s Children and other organizations.  She 
said presentations were made by the Detroit Police Department, 
community groups, and Bob Higgins from the Michigan Department 
of Education.  She said the topics included safe routes to school, 
keeping schools safe, and bullying. 

 
E. United Way of Southeast Michigan Early Childhood Conference 
 

Mrs. Straus said she was invited to a conference on early 
childhood education at Marygrove College that was sponsored by 
the United Way of Southeast Michigan and attended by several 
hundred people including mothers with young children, day care 
operators, and professional early childhood educators.  She said 
the keynote speakers were the Senior Advisor to United States 
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan for Early Childhood 
Education, and an Assistant Secretary in Health and Human 
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Services for Early Childhood Education.  Mrs. Straus said the 
focus was on the importance of quality early childhood education 
and the implementation and delivery of needed services. 

 
F. FIRST Robotics Competition 

 
Mrs. Straus said she and her husband attended the state finals 
of the FIRST Robotics Competition in Ypsilanti.  She said they 
spoke with students and mentors and were given a tour of the 
pits where students worked on repairs and made sure their 
projects were ready for the next round of competition.  She said 
several students said the competition stimulated their interest in 
studying engineering. 

 
G. Health Policy Champion Award 

 
Mrs. Straus said Mrs. Curtin will accept the Health Policy 
Champion Award that the State Board of Education is receiving 
for its leadership and efforts to improve the health and nutrition 
of Michigan’s school children.  Mrs. Straus said the award will be 
presented by Janet Olszewski, Director, Michigan Department of 
Community Health in the Rotunda of the State Capitol on April 14. 

 
H. NASBE Common Core Standards Regional Meeting 

 
Mrs. Straus said Mr. Austin, Mrs. McGuire and Ms. Deborah 
Clemmons, Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction, Office of 
Education Improvement and Innovation represented Michigan at 
the National Association of State Boards of Education Common 
Core Standards Regional Meeting in St. Louis on March 29-30. 

 
XVIII. REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
 

Reports
 
G. Human Resources Update 
 
H. Report on a Modification to the Previously Approved Clare-

Gladwin Regional Education Service District Plan for the Delivery 
of Special Education Programs and Services 

 
I. Report on a Modification to the Previously Approved Sanilac 

Intermediate School District Plan for the Delivery of Special 
Education Programs and Services 

 
J. Report on Michigan Department of Education Cosponsorships 
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Grants
 
K. Report on Grant Awards 
 

• 2009-2010 Statewide System of Support Evaluation Grant – 
Continuation 

• 2009-2010 Title I Accountability Grant – Initial 
• 2009-2010 Title Technical Assistance Grant – Amendment 

and Continuation 
• 2009-2010 Michigan Charter School Grant Program – 

Amendment and Continuation 
• 2009-2010 Title I Accountability/School Improvement – Initial  
• 2009-2010 Division of Adolescent and School Health Under 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – Amendment 
• 2009-2010 ARRA National School Lunch Program Equipment 

Assistance Grant – Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part A, Pilot ISD Partnership – Continuation  
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part C Summer Migrant Program Allocations – 

Initial  
• 2009-2010 Title II, Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and 

Recruiting – Amendment  
• 2009-2010 ARRA Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – 

Amendment  
• 2009-2010 Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – 

Amendment 
• 2009-2010 Middle College High School Health Partnership 

Grant – Continuation  
• 2009-2010 Alternative Energy Training Programs Grant – 

Continuation  
• 2009-2010 Competitive Early On Grants Under Part C of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 – 
Initial  

 
Mr. Flanagan provided a verbal report on: 

 
A. Race To The Top 
 

Mr. Flanagan said the second round Race To The Top proposal is 
due June 1, and the plan is to have it ready for the May Board 
meeting. 

 
B. School Reform Legislation 
 

Mr. Flanagan said the Department has received a supplemental 
appropriation to fund positions associated with the new reform 
laws requiring a reform district for the lowest performing schools 
in the state.  He said Ms. MaryAlice Galloway has accepted the 
position of Interim Deputy/School Reform Officer. 
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Mr. Flanagan said the Superintendent’s Office will be reorganized 
and downsized in anticipation of possible future funding reductions. 
 

XIX. REPORT OF THE TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
 

Mr. Rob Stephenson, 2009-2010 Michigan Teacher of the Year, presented 
the Report of Michigan Teacher of the Year. 
 
Mr. Stephenson’s update to his written report included information on 
his upcoming trip to Washington, D.C., and presentations to preschool 
children and parents in early literacy skills. 
 

XX. REPORT ON EVALUATION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

Mrs. Straus said the Board met in closed session earlier in the day to 
discuss the Evaluation of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the 
Addendum to the Agreement Between the Board and the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. 
  
Mrs. Straus said the Board is pleased with the work Mr. Flanagan has 
been doing, and they discussed how the Board and Mr. Flanagan can 
work and communicate more effectively. 
  
Mrs. Straus said the addendum provides for a contract extension of 
one year until May 1, 2013.  She said Mr. Flanagan will receive the 
same salary increase or decrease equivalent to those provided to or 
taken from classified state employees.  She said although Mr. Flanagan 
is doing a great job, this is not an appropriate time for raises, given 
the state’s financial situation.  Mrs. Straus said Mr. Flanagan stated 
that he would not accept a raise, if one were offered to him. 
  
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that the State 
Board of Education approve the sixth addendum to the 
Agreement between the Board and Michael P. Flanagan which 
extends the agreement between the Superintendent and the 
Board to May 1, 2013.   
  
Mr. Austin said the Board would like to give Mr. Flanagan a raise, 
because he has provided great leadership for change in education 
during very difficult times.  
 
Mr. Turner said the work of Mr. Flanagan and the Department staff 
has been excellent and he is grateful to the Board for empowering 
Mr. Flanagan and the staff to lead the great change that they are 
trying to effectuate in the state of Michigan.  He said he wishes the 
state were in better economic times and they could be given a raise, 
however he knows Mr. Flanagan would be the first person to decline 
the raise. 
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The vote was taken on the motion. 
  

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, 
Ulbrich 
Absent:  Danhof 

  
The motion carried. 
  

XXI. APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of Committee of the Whole and Regular 
Meeting of March 9, 2010 

 
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mr. Turner, that the State 
Board of Education approve the Minutes of the Committee 
of the Whole and Regular Meeting of March 9, 2010. 

 
The vote was taken on the motion. 
 

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, 
Ulbrich 

 Absent:  Danhof  
 

The motion carried. 
 

B. Approval of Minutes of Retreat/Work Session of March 9, 2010 
 

Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State 
Board of Education approve the Minutes of Retreat/Work 
Session of March 9, 2010. 

 
The vote was taken on the motion. 
 

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, 
Ulbrich 

 Absent:  Danhof 
 
The motion carried. 

 
XXII. STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT
 

Ms. Lisa Hansknecht, Legislative Director, presented State and Federal 
Legislative Report. 
 
Ms. Hansknecht said the supplemental appropriation related to the state 
education reform legislation has been signed by the Governor.  She said 
since Michigan was not selected for the initial round of the Race To The 
Top funding there will be a Revised Executive Recommendation for the 
additional funding needed for the work required by the new state 
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education reform legislation.  She said the Senate has passed budgets, 
so the education budgets are before the House of Representatives. 
 
Ms. Hansknecht said the House Education Committee is looking at 
several finance bills related to capping superintendent salaries, limiting 
school district general fund balances, and retirement reforms. 
 
Ms. Hansknecht said the reauthorization of the federal Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act is focusing on flexibility to states 
regarding how to achieve improvement, while being held accountable 
for setting high standards and reaching high achievement goals. 
 
Ms. Hansknecht said the Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning 
Act of 2009 will likely be rolled into the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 
 
Mrs. Straus said the Board expressed an interest in discussing Public 
Act 72 which authorizes emergency financial management of cities and 
school districts.   
 
Mr. Flanagan said the Board may wish to consider supporting language 
that would clarify roles and responsibilities regarding oversight as 
specified in Public Act 72.  He said there is a public misconception that 
the Michigan Department of Education has authority that it does not 
have.  He said there appears to be support from the Governor’s Office 
and the Michigan Department of Treasury to clarify the language in 
Public Act 72. 
 
In response to Mr. Austin’s request for proposed language clarification, 
Mrs. Wolenberg said the Michigan Department of Education could be 
added to the oversight board for municipalities, or there could be a 
separate oversight board for school districts. 
 
Mrs. Bauer said the current board on municipalities should be consulted 
to determine if there is any language that would enhance their ability to 
do their job. 
 
Mrs. McGuire asked if the municipality board serving under Public Act 72 
could provide oversight until clarifying language is adopted since Detroit’s 
emergency financial manager was appointed under this Act. 
 
Mr. Turner said, although he is not practicing law while seated at the 
Board table, the municipal side of Public Act 72 has a board, but there 
is no such oversight board for educational activities. 
 
Mr. Flanagan said an emergency financial manager is appointed as the 
last measure if a deficit elimination plan is not approved and implemented 
successfully. 
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Mrs. McGuire said the situation in Detroit calls for immediate action, 
and she would like to ask that the municipal oversight board request a 
report.  Ms. Hansknecht said a report would be due June 15 as stated 
in language added by the Legislature at the end of December that is 
applicable to any district in financial emergency. 

 
Mr. Turner said recommended language should be applicable to any 
and all school districts that are in financial emergency to improve the 
administration of all school districts with regard to Public Act 72. 
 
Mrs. Straus said the Board should make a formal request to the 
Governor stating that in order to fulfill the Board’s Constitutional 
authority of oversight of all public education that the Board asks that 
the Governor obtains written reports that will be made public.   
 
Mrs. Wolenberg said reporting is required by law, and reports are 
received as part of Detroit’s consent agreement.   
 
Mr. Flanagan said State Board of Education members will receive 
copies of the reports the Department receives.  He said the 
Department does not receive reports related to vendor contracts.  
 
Mr. Austin asked that staff propose clarifying language to Public Act 72 
to the Board at its May meeting.  He said the Board may also designate 
two members of the State Board of Education to communicate with the 
Governor’s Office to solicit more information to provide transparency 
and accountability of the Emergency Financial Manager.   
 
Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. McGuire, that the State 
Board of Education (1) support improvements to Public Act 72 
to ensure accountability of an Emergency Financial Manager, 
and (2) be represented by two members of the State Board, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Michigan Department 
of Education staff, to communicate with the Governor’s Office 
to solicit more information to provide transparency and 
accountability of the Emergency Financial Manager. 
The vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich 
Absent:  Danhof 

 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Austin said the Board will continue to move forward with the process 
for sharing emerging information about the educational system that is 
needed, and how it is delivered and funded. He said the Board will 
provide specificity and offer recommendations to the Legislature. 
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Mrs. McGuire said she would like to see all submissions from Board 
members.  Mr. Austin said he will provide that information as well as 
other supporting documentation.  
 
There was agreement to continue to work toward Board consensus on 
recommendations. 
 
Mrs. Straus said Representative Lahti has introduced legislation that 
would allow intermediate school district superintendents to serve as 
local superintendents.  Ms. Hansknecht said she is having conversations 
to determine if there are conflicts of interest that the Department may 
need to address.  Mrs. Straus said the Board may want to take a 
position on this legislation. 

 
XXIII. DISCUSSION REGARDING NOMINATIONS FOR NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

OF STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS FOR 
2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Mrs. Straus said each year the Board is asked to submit nominations 
for awards and Board of Directors of the National Association of State 
Boards of Education (NASBE). 

 
Mrs. Straus said she is proposing that United States Congressman 
George Miller be nominated for the Policy Leader of the Year Award. 

 
Mrs. McGuire moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State 
Board of Education nominate United States Congressman 
George Miller for the National Association of State Boards of 
Education Policy Leader of the Year Award. 

 
The vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich 
Absent:  Danhof 

 
The motion carried. 

 
Mrs. McGuire moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State 
Board of Education nominate Mr. John C. Austin for Central Area 
Director of the National Association of State Boards of Education. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Ulbrich 
Absent:  Danhof 

 
The motion carried. 
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XXIV. CONSENT AGENDA

 
Approvals

 
O. Approval of State Board of Education Expense Report – 

October – December, 2009 
 
Criteria
 
P. Approval of Criteria for the Striving Readers Grant 
 
Q. Approval of Criteria for ARRA Title I School Improvement Grants 

 
R. Approval of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act Grant 

Criteria 
 
Mrs. Bauer moved, seconded by Ms. Ulbrich, that the State 
Board of Education approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
O. approve the October 1 – December 30, 2009 report of 

State Board of Education expenses dated March 22, 2010;  
 
P. approve the criteria for the Striving Readers grant, as 

attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated 
March 22, 2010; 

 
Q. approve the criteria for the School Improvement Grant 

program, as described in the Superintendent’s 
memorandum dated March 22, 2010; and 

 
R. approve criteria for the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Assistance Act Grant, as described in the Superintendent’s 
memorandum dated March 22, 2010. 

 
The vote was taken on the motion. 
 

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, McGuire, Straus, Turner, 
Ulbrich 
Absent:  Danhof 
 

The motion carried. 
 

XXV. COMMENTS BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS 
 

A. NASBE Legislative Conference – Mrs. Elizabeth Bauer 
 

Mrs. Bauer said she and Ms. Ulbrich attended a National 
Association of State Boards of Education Legislative Conference 
on March 16-19 in Washington, D.C.  She said they had 
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opportunities to meet with members of Congress regarding the 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
and she is encouraging people to weigh in on the legislation. 
 

B. Detroit Free Press Articles – Mrs. Elizabeth Bauer
 

Mrs. Bauer said she was pleased to read the article on 
Westwood Cyber High School in the Detroit Free Press on 
April 10, 2010.  She said the article was very well written in 
describing how the school works, the attention to proficiency, 
and the Grade Level Content Expectations.  She said when 
students understand the Grade Level Content Expectations, 
instruction is more relevant. 

 
XXVI. TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING 

 
Mr. Austin said he has a conflict with the May 18, 2010 Board Retreat.  
There was consensus to postpone the May 18 Retreat to an alternate 
date to be determined.  

 
Mr. Flanagan said Board members may contact a member of the 
Agenda Planning Committee comprised of Mrs. Straus, Mr. Austin, 
and Mrs. Curtin with suggestions for agenda topics. 

 
XXVII. FUTURE MEETING DATES

 
A. Tuesday, May 11, 2010 (9:30 a.m.) 
B. Tuesday, May 18, 2010 (Postponed) 
C. Tuesday, June 15, 2010 (9:30 a.m.) 
D. Tuesday, July 13, 2010 (if needed) 

 
XXVIII. ADJOURNMENT

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

       Carolyn L. Curtin 
      Secretary 
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