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The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has received input and questions
from many different people and programs during this year of preparation to
implement the Michigan Merit Curriculum graduation requirements. One of the
most discussed topics has been the awarding of academic credit for high school
classes or courses that occur outside of the usual structure and delivery
method. The questions from staff in Career and Technical Education (CTE)
programs have been especially urgent.

The attached Guidelines document describes a process for forming a work team
to examine curriculum and determine the amount of academic credit to award
in the CTE program, a humanities or other integrated sequence, or in a project
based curriculum. The document was developed by MDE staff, Office of Career
and Technical Preparation staff and representatives from CTE programs. The
Guidelines have been posted on the MDE website and are presented for your
information.
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Guidelines for Awarding Credit in
Career and Technical Education (CTE), Humanities,
and Other Delivery Models

MCL 380.1278b(7) The board of a school district or board of directors of a public
school academy that operates a high school shall ensure that each pupil is offered
the curriculum necessary for the pupil to meet the curricular requirements of this
section and section 1278a. The board or board of directors may provide this
curriculum by providing the credits specified in this section and section 1278a, by
using alternative instructional delivery methods such as alternative course work,
humanities course sequences, career and technical education, industrial technology
courses, or vocational education, or by a combination of these. School districts and
public school academies that operate career and technical education programs are
encouraged to integrate the credit requirements of this section and section 1278a
into those programs.

Overview of Requirements and Responsibilities

The high school graduation requirements specify the minimum number of credits a
student must have in English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
physical education/health, arts, and languages other than English. The
responsibility for planning and scheduling courses, for delivering instruction, and for
awarding credit resides with the local school district. The High School Content
Expectations were developed, approved, and published to help schools align
curriculum and instruction to allow students to demonstrate that they have met
expectations and can receive credit.

The local school district or public school academy is responsible for awarding credit
and for specifying which courses or programs will earn credit. This is especially
important with the math-related credit and the visual, performing, and applied arts
credit. In both of these areas many courses or programs could be designated as
qualifying for math-related or visual, performing and applied arts credit, and
students, parents, and teachers should have a clear understanding of which credits
will be awarded in these areas.

Career and technical education (CTE), integrated course sequences (humanities, for
example), and project based learning are delivery models in which students may
earn credit or partial credit by successfully demonstrating that they have met
subject area content expectations. The assignment of credit must be based, in
part, on student performance on an assessment or assessments that measure
student achievement of expectations. These programs give students the
opportunity to apply academic content in real-world situations to demonstrate
proficiency. Students must complete all of the high school credit requirements at
the same level of performance as required of all Michigan students. CTE students
must also meet the technical standards and certification requirements of their
chosen field of technical study.



