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SUBJECT: Guidelines for the Use of a Personal Curriculum Modification

State statute allows a parent or legal guardian of a student to request a personal
curriculum that modifies some of the Michigan Merit standard requirements for
graduation. This provision has generated numerous questions about implementation
and requests for clarification. The Michigan Department of Education (MDE), Office of
School Improvement, pulled together a work group that included representation from
general education, special education, Career and Technical Education, school

administrators, counselors, and teachers. The attached guidelines are a product of
their work.

MDE will be posting the Guidelines document for public review and input. The
Guidelines must be clear enough to answer the basic questions that schools will have as
the Class of 2011 moves through high school. The document will be reviewed and
edited after the window for public comment closes on July 13, 2007. The Guidelines
are presented at this time for your information.
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Quick Guide to Using a Personal Curriculum

Welcome

This guide was developed to assist educators, students and parents to
understand when and how to use a personal curriculum modification of the
Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC). The use of a personal curriculum (PC)
modification is allowed by state statute for only three reasonss.,

A student wishes to modify the mathematics requmement

A student wishes to go beyond the academic credit*ﬂequ:rements by
adding more math, science, English Ianguage arts or languages other than
English credits

A student with a disability needs to mod;fyﬂ:he credit requtce.ments based
on his or her disability AE e

EL 8 £

Definition of Personal Curriculum

The personal curriculum is a documented process that modifies
certain requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum.

The personal curriculum (PC), requestey by‘the paremt, legal guardian, or
emancipated student,. allgws. the board.af-é school district or public school
academy to award afhigh sc‘ﬁool dnploma}provadlng the student completes the PC
including as many;of the content expectattons of the MMC as practicable.! See
page 8 for the text QF lhe state stat;yte ’

The legislative-intent of the: PC is to increase the rigor and relevance of the
educational exberlence In this context, “practicable” is an inclusive term
meaning as much of the subjeci‘area content expectations as possible for the
mdlvj‘di.lal student. The implication for a student with disabilities using the PC
optuorﬁ@;that the schod!x shall incorporate” as much of the content expectations
in areas tﬁat are bemgxmodlf ied as is reasonably doable in the context of
increased r‘tgor r

A PC allows a sfd‘lf'en’é to earn additional credit in specific subject areas or for
students challenged with Algebra II, the personal curriculum allows a student to
adjust his or her remaining mathematics credits. The PC may also be an option
for students with disabilities requiring specific modifications of the Michigan Merit
Curriculum to ensure progress with the career pathway and post-secondary
goals.

MCL 380.127¢



The personal curriculum is not a stand alone document that drives a student’s
high school experience, but must be developed and coordinated with any other
plans a student has in effect such as the Educational Development Plan (EDP)
and the Individualized Educational Program (IEP). At a minimum this means that
modifications to the student’s academic expectations made through the personal
curriculum option should not erect barriers to progress along their career
pathway or the achievement of post-secondary goals. The IEP is to support the
student’s progress in the general curriculum.

Eligibility for Use of Personal Curriculum Modification

A Personal Curriculum may be appropriate for a student who- has demonstrated
one or more of the following:

. r-i

Ability in a specific skill area consistent with a career pathwag' nd/or a
post-secondary vision or plan that requif'es additianal or speci d
instruction when there are limitations m'tlme avafiable for elective
opportunities

Ability to succeed in accelerated or advanced math science, English
language arts or languages. other than English*.

Lack of documented progressf‘on hh@ MMC desprte;qocumented

interventions, supports, and accommodahons for &’student with a
disability e

Desire to complete math requlremepgs, after'tﬁ'e first half credit of
Algebra II, through: Garger and Tjéchhlcal Education (CTE) or other programs
Eligibility for;szﬁe'cial education services

The PC is not a procéss for trackmg large groups of students into an alternative
curriculum. ’

When to Request a Personal Curriculum Modification

There are no time lines-stated in the state statute aside from the mathematics

and social studles requnrements described below in the Allowable Modifications
section. T <



Allowable Mathematics Modifications

A student can use the PC to reduce the credit requirements for mathematics to
3.5 providing the student takes mathematics in the senior year. A student must
complete a minimum of Algebra I, Geometry and the first semester of Algebra II
(2.5 credits) or the equivalent of these credit requirements in an integrated math
course to qualify for a PC modification. A PC can modify the Algebra II credit
requirements if the student has successfully completed at ieast 2 of the required
mathematics credits (Algebra I and Geometry or its equnvalent) and wants to

take Algebra II over two years. Gy
Allowable Mathematics Modifications
1 credit | 1 credit | 1 credit 1 credit | Total Credits
MMC Required Mathematics HSCE Options
determined by &
the district
Modified Required Mathematics Options
MMC HSCE determined by 3.5
the district
Modified Required Mathematics Options
MMC HSCE determined by 3.5
.5in CTE the district
Modified Required
MMC Mathematics Hscg | A'9¢bra 11 Algebra It 4

Allowable Modifications to go Beyond Academic
Requirements

Social Studies

Substituting ¢ sdit reqiiféments for one social studies credit for students
who have successéfully comipleted two required social studies credits (which
't;ﬁju,st include Cl\llCS), to acquire additional credits in English language arts,
ma‘ahematlcs, science or languages other than English

Health and Physical Education

Substituting credit requirements for one health and physical education
credit to acquire additional credits in English language arts, mathematics,
science or languages other than English

Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts

Substituting credit requirements for one visual, performing, and applied
arts credit to acquire additional credits in English language arts,

mathematics, science or languages other than English
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Allowable Modifications for a Student with a Disability

When to Request a Personal Curriculum Modification for a Student
with Disabilities

The parent of a student with a disability may request a modification to the MMC
that is not otherwise allowable if the student has a disability as defined in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA 2004). This allows for
additional credit substitution or content modification if the ch;&ges are based on
the student’s disability. o

IDEA 2004 specifies that an IEP for a student with a dlsabdi}zy shall identify
appropriate courses of study as well as supports, accommod’ations and
modifications necessary to allow the pupil to prog,pess in the requlrements of the
MMC or in the Personal Curriculum. F

NCLB and IDEA 2004 hold State and Pubhc)ﬁgencnes aegguntable for‘the
performance of students with disabilities within a stmcture of state standards.
While it is allowable to account for growth and performance for some of these
students on alternative achleveme%standards, it. l§ not appropriate to create a
different path to graduation. :

Section 300.102(a)(3), regarding exggptlons to free and*@ppropriate public education
(FAPE), clarifies that a regular high sehpol q.pibma does not include an alternative degree
that is not fully aligned with the State sacademlc standards, such as a certificate or a
general educational dev&flﬂ%ment (GEDY credential.

Neither the Michigan Department of Education nor local or intermediate school
districts have the aut}mnty to overrlde the ‘accountability framework that NCLB
and IDEA created. e

Key Points for the PC foir'Students with Disabilities

IDEA ZQQQ guarantees a free appropriate public education (FAPE) but does not
establish-an ,,entltlement to a diploma. Every effort must be made to provnde
Modifi catnons@};a‘te‘standards may affect a student’s opportunity to achleve a
diploma. For a student eligible for special education services, the Personal
Curriculum modifications must:

Incorporate as much of the subject area content expectation as practicable
for the student

Reasonably enable the achievement of post-secondary goals

Be consistent with both the Educational Development Plan and the
Individualized Education Program

Facilitate progress along the student’s career pathway and the
achievement of post-secondary goals
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Enhance the relevance of the student’s educational experience
Modify components of the content expectations within each credit
requirement

Provide full access to statewide assessments

Provide a gateway to employment and productive adult living
Maintain the integrity of the diploma

The local board of education establishes criteria for content mastery, allowable
modifications, and what constitutes credit for specific courses. _

Practicable content is the mix of existing MMC content expectations and
modifications to those expectations driven by student need, that when achieved,
will assure the individual student progresses towards{hls or her ldentlt" ed post-
secondary goals and career pathway. : ‘
The starting point for development of Personal,{;umculum (practlcable content)
begins with: J .
Identification of the student’s career pathway. -
Identification of the student’s post-secondary goals
Assessment and documentatinn of the studenf's current level of
performance "
Identification of the reqmrements for achlevmg cérﬁer and post-secondary
goals
Identification of the critical edu&tlonal experiénces the student needs to
achieve post-secohd}ify goals =i+
Modifications to.facﬂltate the stud’eﬁt s achievement of post-secondary
goals i
The statute also states that the Superinténdent of Public Instruction shall monitor a
school distrigt-if there is feason to believe that the school district is allowing
modifi cat»i&rs iﬁebas‘,lstent w1th the requirements.

Modifications Not Allowed

There are ho,.modiﬁcatibns to credit requirements allowed in the following areas
except for students with disabilities:

English Language Arts
Science

Languages Other Than English
Civics/Government

Online Learning Experience



Personal Curriculum Modification Process

The PC process demands the involvement of many people and should be used
only after other options, like the use of electives, have been exhausted. The PC
process must include the parent/legal guardian, student, counselor or principal
designee, school psychologist (if available for a student with a disability), school
district superintendent or public school academy executive and school board.

Initiation: Initiated by the parent/legal guardian or emancipated student,
or by the student with permission of parent/legal guardian

Development Team: Developed by student, parent/iegal guardian,
counselor or designee and (if available) school psychologlst if a special
education student

Agreement: Written agreement between the” I6cal scheg[ district or public
school academy superintendent or chlef e.xecutlve parent,llegal guardian,
and student s

Credits and Content: Must meet a;mch of MMC as practlcﬁg
Includes measurable goals to be met’in: “high s | and a methdd of
evaluation on whether goals are met :

Use of EDP: Aligned with student’s educatlonal development plan (EDP).
Use of IEP: Special educatjen:student’s IEP shall identify courses (which
may be contained in the PC),'supports accomr’nodatlons and modifications
Quarterly Meetings to Monitor: Parem(legal guardlan meets quarterly
with each teacher of modified curncululjf’"érea,tq monitor student’s
progress i

Revision: Revnsioﬁs m,pc may be”made using the same process as the

-

original PC .- o

nw,&

Related Processes

Awarding Dlploma A hoard of local school district or public school
academy may award a dip]oma to students completing a PC

‘Reporting: MDE is required to monitor the use of PC to ensure

compliance and 'c;c}psistent application of the PC requirements. Local
school districts a‘h"d public school academies will provide information

annually on-the numbeér of personal curriculum modifications in use

Options to Meet or Modify the MMC Requirements

A student may wish to specialize in a curriculum area like music or technical
education. The personal curriculum modification is not necessarily the way to
accomplish this. For example, a personal curriculum is not needed if:

A student wants to pursue career and technical education courses,
humanities courses, industrial education or applied arts
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A student wants to take accelerated courses through dual enroliment,
advanced placement or International Baccalaureate

A student wants to enroll in alternative education programs

A student wants to change the Educational Development Plan

Students participating in these programs are expected to meet the MMC credit
requirements and can do so through the use of electives, testing out, CTE
programs and other processes which are already in use in the high school. The
school district or public school academy may deny a personal curriculum
modification if it does not comply with state statute, if other _options for meeting
the student’s educational needs have not been documented; “if it is not in the
best interest of the student, or if the members of the P(;«{l¢ve|opment team
cannot reach agreement. 2

a o««w;_o

Potential adverse effects of using a personal curriculum

Parents and students need to understand th&:possiblé-gonsequences for
modifications of the MMC or high school content.expéctations. Personal
curriculum modifications for students with disabilitiés that reduce the number of
content expectations mastered by: theqtqdent maV affect the student’s
readiness to:

flals 1:\

Pass the Michigan Merit Exam %

Be admitted to college Tt

Be eligible for wﬁegascholarshlps

Enter a trade-5¢hool " - i
Secure a jobIn.the career of hls/her chouce
Be eligible for PIGAA athletic- rams

WL et b g

Modifications that: erect bagriers to student success may impact the district's
ability to: S e,
Achieve Adequafe*YearIy”ﬁrogress
Meet |mprovement targets informed by the Continuous Improvement and
Mom(onng Syste;m, the State Performance Plan and the Annual
Perfd¥lriance Report



Appendix A

Section 380.1278b of the Revised School Code

(5) The parent or legal guardian of a pupil may request a personal curriculum for
the pupil that modifies certain of the Michigan merit standard requirements
under subsection (1) or section 1278a(1)(a). If all of the requirements under this
subsection for a personal curriculum are met, then the board of a school district
or board of directors of a public school academy may award a. hlgh school
diploma to a pupil who successfully completes his or her personal curriculum
even if it does not meet the requirements of the Mlchngapsjnent standard
required under subsection (1) and section 1278a(1)(a);§l! e;f the following apply
to a personal curriculum:

(a) The personal curriculum shall be developed bya group that tmludes at least
the pupil, at least 1 of the pupil's parents or thg‘pupll s legal guardian, and the
pupil's high school counselor or another desigtiee quallﬁgd to actin a«counselmg
role under section 1233 or 1233a selected by: the hlghasc'hool principal.-In
addition, for a pupil who receives special educatlon ﬁerwces, a school
psychologist should also be included in this group.::

(b) The personal curriculum shall iucag;orate as much of the subject area

content expectations of the Mlchlg&n merit:standard reqi:;red under subsection
(1) and section 1278a(1)(a) as is prractlcable for the pupiF; shall establish

measurable goals that the pupil mustachleve*whue -enrolled in high school and
shall provide a method t;g,@yaluate whether the pupll achieved these goals; and
shall be aligned with the ‘puil iSnal development plan developed under
subsection (11). ==

(c) Before it takes effect, the personal curriculum must be agreed to by the
pupil's parent or Iegal guardian-and by: me superintendent of the school district
or chief exec,utlye of the quhc school academy or his or her deSIgnee

......

L%
Ao

the pupll's teachers at,feast on each calendar quarter to monitor the pupil's
progress toward the geais contained in the pupil's personal curriculum.

(e) Revf§i’§ms may be made in the personal curriculum if the revisions are
developed»ai)q agreed’io in the same manner as the original personal curriculum.

(f) The Engllsﬁ']anguage arts credit requirements of subsection (1)(a) and the
science credit reqmrements of subsection (1)(b) are not subject to modification
as part of a personal curriculum under this subsection.

(g) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, the mathematics credit
requirements of section 1278a(1)(a)(i) may be modified as part of a personal
curriculum only after the pupil has successfully completed at least 2-1/2 credits
of the mathematics credits required under that section and only if the pupil
successfully completes at least 3-1/2 total credits of the mathematics credits
required under that section before completing high school. The requirement
under that section that a pupil must successfully complete at least 1
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mathematics course during his or her final year of high school enroliment is not
subject to modification as part of a personal curriculum under this subsection.
The Algebra II credit required under that section may be modified as part of a
personal curriculum under this subsection only if the pupil has successfully
completed at least 2 credits of the mathematics credits required under section
1278a(1)(a)(i) and meets 1 or more of the following:

(i) Has successfully completed the same content as 1 semester of Algebra 11, as
determined by the department.

(ii) Elects to complete the same content as Algebra II over 2 years, with a credit
awarded for each of those 2 years, and successfully completes that content.

(i) Enrolls in a formal career and technical education program or curriculum and
in that program or curriculum successfully completes the sé(ne content as 1
semester of Algebra II, as determined by the departn‘ient

(h) The social science credit requirements of section 1278a(1)(af@i}-may be
modified as part of a personal curriculum only if all of the foIIownng et:

(i) The pupil has successfully completed 2 credlts of tbe“socnal science credlts
required under section 1278a(1), including the Clylcs tourse described in section
1166(2).

(ii) The modification requires the pupii to complete 1 anltlonaI credit in English
language arts, mathematics, or scuénce or:1 additional (;ﬂed|t in a language other
than English. This additional credit mist be in. addltxon to-the number of those
credits otherwise requured under subSEgtlon»ﬁi’) andisection 1278a(1) or under
section 1278a(2). T K

(i) The health and pﬁysncal edr.fcatlon crec!g requirement under section
1278a(1)(a)(iii) may.be modifiéd as part gfia personal curriculum only if the
modification requwes‘the pupll" gocompletei-i‘ additional credit in English language
arts, mathematics, or'stiente 6r1: aﬁmal credit in a language other than
English. Thgs«add;tlonm ér.e&l,t must be in addition to the number of those credits
otherwnse ‘réquired: under subsectlon (1) and section 1278a(1) or under section

12783f2) L SRS

6)] The‘vlsual arts, performmg arts, or applied arts credit requirement under
sectlon“:tZZBa( 1)(a)(|v1‘1*hay be modified as part of a personal curriculum only if
the moduﬁeﬁt;on requures the pupil to complete 1 additional credit in English
language ar\s,‘ mathematlcs, or science or 1 additional credit in a language other
than English. Thﬁs addltlonal credit must be in addition to the number of those
credits otherwise required under subsection (1) and section 1278a(1) or under
section 1278a(2).

(k) If the parent or legal guardian of a pupil requests as part of the pupil's
personal curriculum a modification of the Michigan merit standard requirements
that would not otherwise be allowed under this section and demonstrates that
the modification is necessary because the pupit is a child with a disability, the
school district or public school academy may allow that additional modification to
the extent necessary because of the pupil's disability if the group under
subdivision (a) determines that the modification is consistent with both the
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pupil's Educational Development Plan under subsection (11) and the pupil's
Individualized Education Program. If the Superintendent of Public Instruction
has reason to believe that a school district or a public school academy is allowing
modifications inconsistent with the requirements of this subdivision, the
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall monitor the school district or public
school academy to ensure that the school district's or public school academy's
policies, procedures, and practices are in compliance with the requirements for
additional modifications under this subdivision. As used in this subdivision, "child
with a disability" means that term as defined in 20 USC 1401

(1) If a pupil is at least age 18 or is an emancipated mlnor, ‘ti!fé'pupll may act on
his or her own behalf under this subsection.

(m) This subsection does not apply to a pupil enrolled: m*a*h;gh school that is
designated as a specialty school under section 1278a(5) andwﬂaat is exempt
under that section from the English language a :equnrement (mder subsection
(1)(a) and the social science credit requnremep 'der section 12‘7&(1)(a)(n)

(6) If a pupil receives special education servnces, tbe;pupnl s Individualized
Education Program, in accordance with the Indni‘idaals with Disabilities Education
Act, Title VI of Public Law 91-230, ghall identify the: ‘appropriate course or
courses of study and identify the s¢pports accommodations, and modifications
necessary to allow the pupil to progi'ess in the currlculﬁ’ceqmrements of this

444444
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