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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  State Board of Education 
 
FROM:   Lisa M. Hansknecht, Director, Office of State and Federal Relations 
 
SUBJECT:  State and Federal Legislative Update 
 
 
State Update 
 
State School Aid and Michigan Department of Education (MDE) budget
 
The Michigan Legislature is working on the proposed FY 2012 budgets even through 
their spring break with hearings continuing.  The budgets are expected to be 
reported from the subcommittees on April 12 and April 13, 2011 (House and Senate 
respectively) and then move through the full Appropriations Committees and their 
respective floor votes to the second chambers for non-concurrence, sending all the 
budgets to conference committee.  The current schedule would then have 
adjustments to the budgets based on the May Revenue Estimating Conference and 
then finalization.  The State Budget Director, John Nixon, still is pushing for 
completion by May 31, 2011.  The Legislature is trying for that timeline, but behind 
the scenes there is talk of completing the budget in June. 
 
At this point, speculation on the budget is tremendous with most staff and Lansing 
circles saying just about anything (short of new additional revenues) is possible as 
the varied players continue to spar.  The Senate has put forth a proposal to remove 
the double funding currently in law for Kindergarten (full foundation allowance for a 
½ day program) as a cost savings mechanism designed to lower the amount of the 
overall per pupil cut proposed by the Governor.  Both the House and Senate have 
held hearings on that proposal.   
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Standing Committee Work
 
The Senate Education Committee recently took up the Education Mandate Rollback 
legislation – Senate Bills 131 and 132 – sponsored by Senator Pavlov (formerly 
called the Ed-flex legislation - http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0131).  
This legislation is a reintroduction of bills from several previous sessions.  No 
further hearings have been scheduled but this does indicate Chairman Pavlov’s 
desire to address complaints of burdensome regulations.  It is likely to come up 
again after the spring break.  It is important to note that the Department has been 
working with the various education associations to identify such issues already and 
will continue to do so. 
 
The House Education Committee passed House Bills 4232, 4233, and 4234 
(http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4232) allowing for local and 
Intermediate School Districts to share a superintendent.  This is viewed as a 
potential cost saver as districts move to consolidate non-instructional services.  
Legislation had been introduced in previous session as well and the State Board and 
Department supported the bills then and now.   
 
Legislation also was passed requiring districts to competitively bid certain non-
instructional services (http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4306).  The 
legislation changed through the committee process and the version reported does 
not require districts to accept any given bid.  The Department was neutral on the 
legislation as staff is ascertaining potential cost implications for department staff 
given federal requirements regarding food service contracts in schools that 
participate in the National School Lunch Program.   
 
The Governor’s education message is coming soon in April and much of the 
remaining spring and summer legislative session likely will be addressing the 
content of the Governor’s proposal. 
 
 
Federal Update 
 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act Reauthorization 
Chairman Kline is continuing to hold hearings on education issues related to the 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  The 
following schedule of hearings may be helpful to you.  If you miss any, the hearings 
are archived at the website for the U.S. House Education and Workforce Committee 
(http://edworkforce.house.gov/).   

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0131
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4232
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4306
http://edworkforce.house.gov/
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"The Future of Union Transparency and Accountability" 
Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor and Pensions 
Thursday, March 31, 2011 
 
"Streamlining Federal Education and Workforce Programs: A look at the GAO Report 
on Government Waste"  
Full Committee  
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 
 
"Education Reforms: Promoting Flexibility and Innovation"  
Full Committee  
Thursday, April 7, 2011 
 
The joint legislative conference of the National Association of State Boards of 
Education and the Council of Chief State School Officers occurred in March and the 
focus of both organizations is pushing through the reauthorization of ESEA this 
year.  That is proving difficult as the attention of Congress is divided and, specific to 
ESEA, the House and Senate are taking different approaches.  Senate Chairman 
Tom Harkin continues to push for one omnibus bill reauthorizing the act, while 
House Chairman Kline is looking at moving specific pieces of the act to address 
certain problems instead of reauthorizing the entire act.   It is unclear how this will 
be resolved but if agreement is not reached and this stretches out, it could mean 
that ESEA reauthorization is delayed for a couple years.  It is important to continue 
pushing our Michigan Congressional Delegation to address ESEA now, as once the 
presidential campaign begins next year, little will be done.   
 
I hope this information is helpful to you.  If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding these or other legislative issues, please feel free to contact me. 
 

 


