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Informational Update

January 2010

Visit our website at:  www.michigan.gov/octe 
Greetings from Patty Cantú:

Hello Everyone,

Please be sure to take a look at the article below, “The Straight Line” which includes a podcast from Superintendent Mike Flanagan and a link to Michigan’s Race to the Top application.

I would like to thank the CEPD Director’s Council for inviting me to their first meeting.  This is a new leadership group interested in communication and collaboration and in pulling together as CTE colleagues to provide the best possible experiences for CTE students in Michigan.  I look forward to working with them on a regular basis – it’s a breath of fresh air and a lot of positive energy was in the room.  Very refreshing.

Have a good month.
Tech Prep Performance Indicator Baseline Data Review/Revision
In an email sent December 19, 2009, each region was asked to review the Tech Prep baseline data which was attached to the email and respond to OCTE by January 30, 2010.  The response is to be submitted by the region’s Perkins (CI) Coordinator indicating any corrections required or that the spreadsheet was “correct.”   Responses are to be sent via email to Jean Hude at hudej@michigan.gov. 

New CTE Program Application Reminder
 

Please be reminded that applications for new CTE programs are due in their entirety by February 1, 2010.  Applications must be submitted through your CEPD CTE Administrator.  If you have any questions or need further clarification, please contact Diana Bailey, Program and Placement Specialist, at 517-373-8904 or baileyd@michigan.gov.  

Less-Than-Class-Size (LTCS) CTE Programs
 
Attached is a LTCS Approved Allowable List of Programs for 2010-2011.  This list was finalized and is being sent as a result of a January webinar where LTCS placement coordinators requested this as soon as possible in order to plan LTCS placements for next year.  A separate e-mail will be sent to these LTCS placement coordinators.  

 

Please contact Diana Bailey, Program and Placement Specialist at 517-373-8904 or baileyd@michigan.gov if you have any questions or need more information regarding this issue.

State Aid Act Section 61a
As you know, the 2009-2010 State School Aid reductions included a 10% reduction to Section 61a funds.  The State School Aid Office will complete a proration of the formula amounts and you will see the reduction in your February state aid check.

 

Michigan’s Hot 50 Jobs Brochure
The brochure, “Michigan’s Hot 50 Jobs” has been reprinted.  We did not order copies this time because of the cost.  However, Rick Waclawek, Director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information funded 115,000 brochures for our use.  It was a wonderful holiday surprise.  CEPD Directors should expect a mailing of brochures to share with guidance counselors, CTE teachers, and others.  

OCTE Resources on MI Streamnet
You may be interested to know that two new resources have been added to MI Streamnet.com for you to access as needed. The first Camtasia video was recorded to assist agencies in Writing their Civil Rights Compliance Plan and the second video was recorded to help agencies see Remedies for Frequent Civil Rights Violations that have been used throughout Michigan. Below are the links.

The two below events are now posted at: 
http://www.mistreamnet.com/videtail.php?who=mde011410a click the link and scroll down for Writing a Civil Rights Compliance Plan
http://www.mistreamnet.com/videtail.php?who=mde011410b click the link and scroll down for Remedies for Frequent Civil Rights Violations

If that doesn’t work try clicking on MI Streamnet Home on the right side of the page. You can either select the video “Writing a Civil Rights Compliance Plan” or “Remedies for Frequent Civil Rights Violations” from the box in the middle of the page. Once it opens, you will need to scroll down the page and click play. Another way to get the same results is to type in the exact name of the video you would like to view in the search box. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Christine Reiff (517) 241-0260.
Breaking Traditions Award
The 2010 Breaking Traditions Award nominations are due to OCTE on February 1, 2010.  A nomination packet is attached.

FCS/Parenthood
Our web information has been updated.  FCS/Parenthood program information can be located at: 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_2629_53968---,00.html. 

National Entrepreneurship Week is February 20-27, 2010
This year’s theme:  “Entrepreneurial Literacy Empowers Everyone”
 

National Entrepreneurship Week 2010 will be celebrated February 20-27.  We would like to encourage each of the Career and Technical Education programs in Michigan to participate in Entrepreneurship Education activities during this week.  Some simple ways to participate:

· Invite a local entrepreneur into the classroom to share the story of how they got started 

· Ask students to identify entrepreneurs in their local community 

· Study Michigan entrepreneurs and the impact of the product/industry they developed 

· Encourage students to participate in local business plan competitions 

· Ask students to develop a new business idea for their community 

· Participate in regional activities sponsored by various organizations 

Visit www.nationaleweek.org for additional ideas, instructional resources, and information.  The 2010 Michigan Proclamation.

Detroit Entrepreneurs
Please read the very upbeat and inspiring article on Detroit-based entrepreneurs from the New York Times.  Visit:  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/10/us/10startup.html?emc=eta1. 

IGNITE
IGNITE, a collaboration of volunteers and professionals working together to promote entrepreneurship among Michigan’s youth, will be celebrating National Entrepreneurship Week by hosting the second annual IGNITE Youth Business Plan Competition.  All Michigan Middle and High school students can enter their innovative service or product business ideas for a chance to win cash, prizes, support in launching their business, and recognition.   You and teachers will be entered into a drawing for a gift certificate to purchase classroom supplies for each student or student group that submits an application.  The more students you encourage to enter, the more chances you have to win.

Details for the event can be found in the attached documents or by visiting: http://www.primacivitas.org/initiatives/moving-ideas-to-market/ignite-sparking-tomorrows-entrepreneurs-today/competition/.  Applications are due by February 27!  For more information, please contact Chris Stickney at stickne4@anr.msu.edu or (517) 432-7650.  Please distribute this notice throughout your networks, and good luck to all of our young entrepreneurs.

Saginaw Career Complex
Attached you will find an article about the Project LEAD-RN (Learning and Enrichment to Advance Diversity of Registered Nurses), a student success initiative  at the Saginaw Career Complex.  

Wind Turbine Technician Academy
Congratulations to Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s Wind Turbine Technician Academy which will be able to increase its capacity for training the next work force generation in this emerging alternative source of energy as a result of a $550,000 appropriation in the latest federal budget.  The funds were allocated through the United States Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education.  The grant will be used to purchase specialized training equipment for the academy, which is based in the college’s Michigan Technical Education Center.

The Straight Line
 

With Michigan’s federal Race to the Top grant application now submitted to the Education Secretary Arne Duncan, state Superintendent Mike Flanagan highlights some key components that will put Michigan’s application at a competitive edge nationally, and sets straight some of the misinformation that was spread about the development of its bold, innovative, and revolutionary education reforms.  http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-37818_45256-230033--,00.html 

 

The Race to the Top grant application and Executive Summary can be found on the MDE website and at the following links:  Michigan Race to the Top - Executive Summary; Michigan Race to the Top - Application 
 

New Community College Report
The changes in the economy over recent years have placed a new focus on community colleges and the role they can play in the nation’s recovery. However, a recent Center for American Progress report notes that significant policy changes must be enacted for community colleges to best serve students and prepare them to succeed in the workforce.

Re-Imagining Community Colleges in the 21st Century:  A Student-Centered Approach to Higher Education, a report released in December, offers a series of student-focused policy recommendations dedicated to re-imagining community colleges. The recommendations aim to address the larger issue of recognizing that community colleges require political support in achieving their multiple missions and functions: developmental education, vocational-occupational education and university transfer.

The report calls on political leaders and policymakers to “move past normative understandings of community colleges and their students and expect no less of these institutions and no less for their students than the best that is offered at any level of postsecondary education.”

Here is a link to the report:  http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/12/reimagining_community_colleges.html
Career Exploration Tool Kit
I thought you might find this interesting:  http://www.americaspromise.org/News-and-Events/News-and-Features/APB-2010/Vol-1/Career-Exploration-Toolkit.aspx
Graphic Arts Memorial Foundation Scholarship
Attached is the 2010 Ann Arbor Graphic Arts Memorial Foundation’s Scholarship Application.  Please share with your students.    NOTE: This  is not for fine arts scholarship and is to be submitted by March 1, 2010.

Free Energy Program Opportunity
The following is being submitted by the Michigan Public Service Commission on behalf of Energy Works Michigan.  Please direct any questions to Energy Works Michigan at the contact information below.
Your school may be eligible for a FREE energy program funded by the State of Michigan! Energy Works Michigan, a non-profit organization, is administering this exciting program funded by the State of Michigan.  The program is designed to save Michigan’s K-12 schools energy and money, enhance educational opportunities for students, and create green collar jobs modernizing our schools.

What Schools Get

· Investment-Grade Energy Audit - a $10,000 value 

· Energy Action Plan 

· Additional $5,000 Matching Grant Opportunity 

· Teacher Professional Development 

· Laboratory Kits 

· Energy Savings!!! 

 

To learn more and submit your school’s application, visit:  www.EnergyWorksMichigan.org. 


Program Details:  Once accepted to the Energy Efficiency Program, schools will receive an investment-grade energy audit conducted by a licensed Michigan engineer - a $10,000 value.  The professional engineering and architectural firms partnered with Energy Works offer independent third-party advice to schools about their buildings.  They do not sell equipment or have a contracting business.   More than a simple walk-thru audit, these audits provide a detailed engineering analysis of your school that will identify specific cost-effective improvements that could save your school thousands of dollars each year!   
 
With the audit report completed, the Energy Works Team will assist in making an Energy Action Plan for your school that identifies your priorities and develops a time line for achieving savings.  Once the Energy Action Plan is complete, a $5,000 cash matching grant is available towards the first $10,000 in energy efficiency improvements!  
 
In addition, participating schools will receive a new energy-focused Curriculum Support Guide and Teacher Professional Development.  These new lesson plans will cover energy basics, energy efficiency, and renewable energy in a hands-on, inquiry based format.  Enhancing the new lessons, participating schools will receive a free Laboratory Kit including interactive equipment for the students, such as: a light meter, a watt meter, a solar panel kit, and a wind turbine model.  

Science Teachers: Professional Development at the Cyclotron
The Physics of Atomic Nuclei (PAN) free residential summer program for science teachers and high school students is now accepting applications for summer 2010. PAN participants will learn about scientific research in nuclear astrophysics at the National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory and conduct their own experiments. Teachers can earn continuing education credit for this program. The teacher program will run from August 1-6, and students will follow from August 8-13. Applications are due by April 30. To learn more and fill out an online application, visit http://meetings.nscl.msu.edu/pan/ or email pan@nscl.msu.edu. 
Online Test Prep
The following website is a free, online test prep (English, Mathematics, Science(ACT/SAT practice exams) and college planning site.  www.march2success.com/index.cfm. 

NASBE Update
Educators and leaders from all sectors of education are facing tough fiscal choices and seeking innovative ways to lessen states’ economic hardships on schools. A recent policy update by the National Association of State Boards of Education report highlights states’ initiatives with technology as a means to maximize impact across schools.

Rethinking the State Role in Instructional Materials Adoption: Opportunities for Innovation and Cost Savings, is based on a NASBE Winter 2009 Forum that provided insights for State Boards of Education Members and other State Education Leaders. The update addresses the following primary questions:

· How well are state instructional materials policies serving our aims to foster excellence and equity in education? 

· How cost-effective is the nearly $9 billion a year taxpayer investment in textbooks and other traditional instructional materials? 

· What innovations might allow us to rethink how states invest public dollars for classroom content? 

· What larger societal trends are changing expectations for the use of instructional materials in schools? 

States highlighted in the report – Texas, California, and Indiana — have largely looked to technological resources such as open educational resources that include materials, tools and media used for teaching and learning that are free and open for the public to use. But whichever digital resources states choose to implement, all will require support from education leaders and policymakers to maximize the effectiveness of these new technological strategies, the report emphasized.

From the Detroit News
At-risk students embrace online learning at Metro Detroit cyber school

While most school districts in Metro Detroit are reeling from enrollment losses, Westwood Community School District posted a 32 percent spike over last year. The tiny district that touches part of Inkster and Dearborn Heights credits its phenomenal gain to an unlikely population: teens who dropped out or were kicked out of traditional high schools, as well as an innovative program.

Called the Cyber School, it’s one of the few programs in the state from which students can graduate without ever setting foot in a classroom.

State leaders are embracing this unconventional method as a way to stem the dropout crisis by luring back the students the traditional system failed. Meanwhile, Westwood is betting the additional state aid that accompanies an influx of students will mend its deficit.

Kyle Grigg, who was forced out of Melvindale High school for falling behind, is now heading toward gradation because he’s no longer confined to a seven-hour school day.  The flexibility means Grigg, 18, could play Scrabble with his teacher recently in the cyber school lab. His mentor turned the game into an English assignment: Write a two-page fiction story using all the words they formed.

“It’s all your own pace,” said Grigg, who buses tables in Greektown and completes schoolwork at night or on days off. “It’s all on me now. If I don’t graduate now, it’s my own fault.”

Westwood provides all its cyber school students a shiny new iMac computer and Internet connection at their homes. Students are required to log on daily -- even if it’s just for a minute.  The 90 mostly part-time teachers and staff are based at a small elementary school annex building with three computer labs. Though students typically come to the Cyber School lab weekly, some work exclusively from home.

Program expanding
Online learning has been a Michigan graduation requirement since 2006, but the Web-based curriculum for alternative students rapidly gained steam when the state superintendent began promoting a waiver of attendance requirements for alternative education students in 2007.

Starting with just a dozen students in 2007-08 school year, Michigan now has granted waivers for 1,450 students to learn from home, said Bruce Umpstead, director of educational technology and data coordination for the Michigan Department of Education. More than a third of the students are in Westwood, with another third out of Genesee County’s GenNET online learning network. The rest are spread among 19 other districts.

Schools in Grand Haven, Clio, and the Upper Peninsula will roll out similar programs this year with the help of a $650,000 federal grant, Umpstead said. In addition, the state’s new Race to the Top legislation calls for two new cyber schools for dropouts.

The marriage of the Web and at-risk student is a good match, said Sharif Shakrani, co-director of the Education Policy Center at Michigan State University. “The reason they have dropped out of alternative high schools is because they were working. (With) computer-based instruction, they can take the classes whenever they want to -- midnight, 8 o’clock at night.”

Sixty percent of the public school districts in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Livingston counties lost students between fall 2008 and fall 2009. That has amounted to nearly a 15,000-student loss in the region, according to preliminary enrollment data obtained by The Detroit News.

Frederick M. Hess, director of education policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute, is in favor of districts using new ways to reach disaffected teens. Still, districts looking to bolster enrollment with cyber schools need to ensure students are learning, he said.

“We need to be attentive ... that these kids are actually being instructed effectively and this isn’t a 21st century equivalent of a mail-order degree,” Hess said.

Learning in night school
Among the national education companies contracted in Michigan for online courses is Arizona-based Education 2020, which provides video lectures, lessons, software and quizzes for Highland Park and nearly 300 other districts. PLATO Learning, a Minnesota company, has 36 districts in Michigan, while Michigan Virtual School, the nonprofit state-supported service, has about 20,000 students taking courses this year.

Strapped with a $3.1 million deficit, the Highland Park district last year closed its Career Academy, an alternative education school, costing the district more than a third of its enrollment.  But the district is wooing some of those students back with an online-only night school. Enrollment has grown from 141 students in January 2009 to 229.

“In this modern age of technology, we are no longer confined to a box where you have 30 seats and a teacher in front,” said Arthur Carter, superintendent of Highland Park Schools. “Those days are slowing passing by.”

Unlike Westwood’s, Highland Park’s students must show up at Highland Park High School after the traditional students are gone. They work independently in staffed computer labs.  Students may now be learning from a computer, but the relationships they have with teachers determine success, said Belvin Liles, night school director.

“You are still the No. 1 person that will make this work,” Edith Hightower, executive director for curriculum and instruction, said of the teachers.

Erica Scott, 20, of Detroit decided to give the online night school a shot after the Career Academy closed.

“I didn’t like it at first,” said Scott, who dropped out at 16. “It’s OK. I’m used to hands-on (learning) with teachers. It’s different to switch from that to (video) lectures” that are the cornerstone of Highland Park’s online curriculum.

Enrollment grows
Last year, Westwood was $2.7 million in the red. Starting the cyber school was part of the district’s plan to dig itself out of debt

“Sometimes crisis is the brainchild for innovation,” said Glen Taylor, executive director of innovation and federal programs for Westwood.

But the surge in enrollment hasn’t solved the district’s financial problems. In fact, the district is in even greater debt with more expenditures -- like offering busing this year -- and funding cuts from the state, Taylor said.

But there are signs for optimism. Cyber School enrollment has grown from 180 in February to 540.  Another 80 students are on the waiting list, and more names are expected to join because the school’s secretary returned from Christmas break with 175 phone inquiries. “It’s acknowledging that the educational setting we’ve created and established for all kids is not for all kids,” Taylor said.

Denard Williams, 16, from Detroit is also gambling on the cyber school as a pathway to a diploma. He left Detroit’s Henry Ford High School midway through 10th grade.

“They were moving too fast and sometimes they wouldn’t explain how to do some things,” Williams said. Williams says he’s now learning as he completes his graduation requirements mostly from home.

His Henry Ford friends question whether he’s really in school. “They don’t believe me until I show my ID.”
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