Social Studies K-4 Overview 
	
	Kindergarten
	Grade One
	Grade Two
	Grade Three


	Grade Four
	K-4

	
	Skills/Concepts
	Skills/Concepts
	Skills/Concepts
	Skills/Concepts
	Big Ideas


	Focus/Essential 

Questions
	Skills/Concepts
	Big Ideas 


	Focus/Essential Questions
	Building Skill/Concept Understanding 



	History
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Distinguish yesterday, today, tomorrow

Identify beginning, middle, end 
chronological thinking


	Distinguish
past, present, future

calendar, day, week, month
Retell sequence
Retell in sequential order

chronological thinking
	Demonstrate
chronological thinking

Distinguish 
years, decades
timeline


	Use historical thinking
	
	
	Use historical thinking
	
	
	Use language to support chronological thinking.

Use historical thinking.

	
	Create a timeline
	Use a calendar
	timeline
	Create a timeline
early Michigan history


	
	
	Create and annotate timelines
	
	
	Use devices like timelines and calendars to support chronological thinking.

	
	
	
	point of view
perspective

Historical inquiry questions

· What happened?

· When did it happen?

· Who was involved?

· How and why did it happen?

· How does it relate to other events or issues in the past, in the present, or in the future?

What is its significance?

	Use historical inquiry.
Identify historical questions.

Describe causal relationships.

Identify cause and effect relationships.
Finding information

Arranging information in usable forms

Using information
Using visual materials and data sources

	Physical processes shape patterns in the physical environment.
Patterns of human migration can be found in history.
Throughout history all cultures have found ways to meet their needs.
Human creations meet many needs.
	What caused the shape of Michigan and determined its physical characteristics?

Who lived in Michigan in the past and when did they come?
How are the Hopewell an example of the diversity of American Indians alive 2000 years ago?

	Use historical inquiry.
Identify historical questions.

Describe causal relationships.

Describe cause and effect relationships.

	
	
	Use historical inquiry to understand the past.

Identify historical questions.

Explain that event descriptions may differ based on perspectives. 

Describe causal relationships.

Describe cause and effect relationships.  

	
	
	Investigate family history
Compare past and present


	case study
Show relationships
Describe changes over time
visual data

informational text
	Use case studies
Describe causal relationships

Compare historical information

· informational text

· data
Make generalizations 
· traditional stories

· beliefs

(American Indian)

Describe how ideas and actions affect history

Michigan Statehood

(knowledge about how Michigan became a state)

Make comparisons

informational text

data

	Throughout history all cultures have found ways to meet their needs.
· cultural artifacts as primary sources

· cultural artifacts of markers of trade

Values and institutions of parent countries transfer to its colonies and/or territories.

	What are the political and economic roots of Michigan as a state?

	Use case studies
Describe 

·  relationships

· relationships between location of natural resources and location of industries

· threats to natural resources

· ideas and actions of individuals (Underground Railroad)

Compare past and present

· major economic activity (Michigan)

· lives of people in Michigan during various time periods
	Michigan’s population enabled statehood.


	
	Use historical thinking to understand the past.

Use information about the past to compare.

Use historical inquiry to understand the past.

Make generalizations.

Use case studies to understand past events.

	
	Describe ways people learn about the past
(use primary resources)
	Draw conclusions

Use historical records and artifacts
	primary and secondary sources

visual data

informational text
	(Key facts about Hopewell and other early people

Vocabulary terms associated with Hopewell culture and archeological evidence)

Explain how historians use  primary and secondary resources


	primary sources

secondary sources


	
	Use primary and secondary sources

Explain 
· effect of migration and immigration the growth of (Michigan) cities
	primary sources

secondary sources
	
	Use primary and secondary sources to tell about the past.

	
	
	Tell a narrative

	Construct

historical narratives

Describe the role of the individual in creating history.
Historical inquiry questions
primary and secondary sources

visual data

informational text
	Construct historical narratives

· Life in early Michigan settlements)
Make generalizations based on traditional stories

Describe interactions between  American Indians, explorers, and settlers (in Michigan)

Describe how ideas and actions (of individuals) affect history
	Early European exploration and colonization resulted in cultural, biological, and ecological interactions among previously unconnected peoples.

	How did the North American world perspective differ from that of the Europeans?
How was the European worldview demonstrated in maps, artwork and writing in the past in Michigan?
How can misconceptions lead to stereotyping?
What were the major causes and effects of European exploration?


	Construct historical narratives
· beginnings of auto industry
· labor movement
Make generalizations
	
	
	Construct a historical narrative using information from the past.

Make generalizations about the actions of groups from the past.
Describe the role of the individual in creating history.

	Geography
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recognize maps, globes

(Maps and globes are representations of our surroundings and the Earth.)

	Construct maps
· aerial perspective
Distinguish 

· land masses

· bodies of water

	Construct maps

· symbols
· labels
· legends

human and natural characteristics of place

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Use geographic tools and technologies to examine the world and answer geographic questions.

Develop aerial perspective.

Distinguish geographic features. 

	
	Identify  up/down, in/out, above/below
Use directions or positional words to identify locations
	Use personal directions

left, right, front, back

· relative location
Give examples
· absolute location
	Describe spatial organization 

· relative location
· distance
· direction
· scale
	Using information from maps, globes, and graphic information

Use geographic representations.
Use thematic maps.

Describe 
· relative location

Use
· cardinal directions


	Maps are an important source of information.
Geographic factors affect where people settle.
	How do maps of Michigan provide information about people places, and physical and cultural environments?

	Use geographic representations.
Use thematic maps.

Identify questions geographers ask (U.S.)

Use

· cardinal directions

· intermediate directions

Describe

· relative location (U.S.)

· elevation

· climate

· population density

Identify, Describe, Use

· geographic tools

· technologies

Answer 

· geographic questions

	Maps and geographic technologies are used to communicate data about regions.
	What tools can we use to describe a region?

What can maps tell us about regions?
	Use geographic representations.

Use language to identify position and relative location.

Use absolute and relative location.

Describe the significance of spatial organization.

	
	Identify, Describe
places
regions

(Regions are identified by common characteristics.)
	Describe

region, common characteristics,

boundaries
	Describe 

· local community 

as part of region
	Describe 
· regions to which Michigan belongs
Use visual data

Describe ways

· Michigan can be divided into regions

Glaciers caused Michigan’s distinctive physical environment and the location of many natural resources.

· glaciers

· glacial deposits


	Physical processes shape patterns in the physical environment.
Culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

	What caused the shape of Michigan and determined its physical characteristics?


	Describe ways

United States can be divided into regions

· political

· economic

· landform

· vegetation

· Underground Railroad as example

· Michigan regions (major industries)

(political region)

· Great Lakes region

Describe a region


	A region is a place that shares common characteristics with other places.

Regions experience change over time.

Knowing about one place in a region can help us know about other paces in the same region.

Michigan is a political region.

Michigan, the United States, and the World can be divided into similar regions.

Countries with market economies can comprise a single region.


	What is a region?

Why is the concept of region useful?

How can we describe regions?

What makes the North Eastern United States a region?

What are some of the economic regions of the United States?


	Define and create regions as identified by common characteristics.

Define how space can be divided into regions.



	
	
	Distinguish between

human and physical/natural  characteristics of place
	Compare
human and physical/natural characteristics of place
· communities

Describe changes over time
	Identify, Describe

· physical/natural  and human characteristics of place (Michigan)

· basic landforms of the U.S.

Locate

· natural resources


	Geographic factors affect where people settle.
	How does/(did) geography affect how and where people live(d) in Michigan?


	Compare characteristics
· regions of U.S.
· Michigan to other
· Great Lakes region
· climate
· elevation

	The location of an early industry-automobile production- was influenced by Michigan’s location and natural and human resources.
The geography of the North Eastern United States facilitated the production of steel in many locations.

	How did the geography of the North Eastern United States affect its development over time?

How does geography influence the location of economic regions?
	Identify human and physical/natural characteristics of region.

	
	
	Describe

diversity
(Diversity is a reflection of cultural development.)
	Describe diversity
· components of culture
	Describe
· cultural diversity

· cultural artifacts as primary sources

· cultural artifacts of markers of trade

· interactions between cultures

· cultural aspects of modern American Indian life (Anishinaabeg)

· traditional American Indian stories

· cultural aspects of another cultural group in Michigan


	Culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

	How are the Hopewell an example of the diversity of American Indians alive 2000 years ago?

How can misconceptions lead to stereotyping?


	
	Michigan’s population enabled statehood.
	
	Identify diversity as a reflection of cultural development.

Identify how cultural development impacts places and regions.

	
	
	
	Describe

· land use

	Describe major
economic activities

· agriculture

· manufacturing

· services, tourism

· research and development
	
	
	
	
	
	Identify how cultural development impacts places and regions.

Describe land use.

	
	
	
	Describe
movement of goods, people, and ideas

transportation, technology

	Michigan’s waterways aided the migration of early people from East to West.
· human migration

· cultural diversity

· cultural artifacts of markers of trade

Describe

· push-pull factors 
· movement of goods, people, jobs, information

	Patterns of human migration can be found in history.
Geographic factors affect where people settle.
Early European exploration and colonization resulted in cultural, biological, and ecological interactions among previously unconnected peoples.
The movement of people and ideas promote growth.

Migration and immigration changed life in Michigan.
When people migrate they bring with them their cultural institutions.
	Who lived in Michigan in the past and when did they come?
What were the major causes and effects of European exploration?

How did settlers adapt to the new environment?

What government structures were instituted by Europeans in North America?
	Identify

· push-pull factors that influenced migration.

· Underground railroad (historical region)

Describe

· impact of immigration to U.S. on cultural development

	People migrated and immigrated to the North Eastern United States for jobs associated with the production of goods and the extraction of natural resources.

Michigan mines, forests, and industrial centers attracted workers from around the United States and world.

Push and pull factors attracted immigrants to Michigan and the North East region.


	Why do people move?

What characteristics push people out of a region; or pull people into a region?
	Identify how cultural development impacts places and regions.

Identify patterns of human migration

Describe systems of transportation and communication to move people, goods, and ideas.
Describe that when people migrate, they bring with them their cultural institutions.

	
	Describe ways

People 

· modify

· adapt to

their environment to meet human needs.
	Describe ways people

· modify
· adapt to

environment
	responsible human environment-

  interaction

resource use
Describe
positive and negative consequences of changing the 

physical environment
	Compare human-environment interactions (from history)

· Native Americans

· settlers

Adaptation to environment

modification of environment

Explain

· consequences of natural resource use
	Human creations meet many needs.
Physical processes shape patterns in the physical environment.

Migration and immigration changed life in Michigan.
When people migrate they bring with them their cultural institutions.
	How did settlers adapt to the new environment?

What government structures were instituted by Europeans in North America?
	Assess

· positive and negative impacts of human activities on environment
	Heavy industry in the North Eastern states had effects on the environment.


	How do humans change the environment?

What are the consequences of human inhabitation of a region?
	Describe how human activities change the natural environment.

Describe how people adapt and modify their environment to meet human needs.

Describe how physical processes shape the physical environment.

Describe responsible human-environment interaction. 

Describe positive and negative consequences of changing the environment. 

	Civics and Government
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Identify 
· reasons for rules
	purpose of government
	purposes of government

state government

representative government
	Governments are instituted to provide rules and laws that establish order.

	What systems do we have in Michigan to provide order and justice?

	Identify questions political scientists ask

· absence of government

Describe
· purposes of government

· Preamble of Constitution
	Governments are constituted to maintain order and protect the rights of citizens.
	Why is government necessary?

How are the purposes of government fulfilled when taxes are used public goods and services?
	Identify questions political scientists ask.

Describe the purpose of government.

	
	Identify

flag
CDV: patriotism

symbols of the United States
	Identify celebration, 
national holiday

symbols of the United States
CDV: patriotism
	Pledge of Allegiance 

CDV: patriotism

	Values and principles of American democracy

CDVs
	Values and institutions of parent countries transfer to its colonies and/or territories.
The movement of people and ideas promote growth.


	What are the political and economic roots of Michigan as a state?
How are the basic values and principles of American democracy upheld in Michigan?

	Describe ways

to promote values and principles of American democracy
	
	How do citizens work together to promote values and principles protected by the Constitution and important writings of the nation?
	Describe ways to promote the values and principles of our American democracy.

Describe how CDV and national symbols promote the principles of American democracy.



	
	Explain
common good

rights of others
Describe

fairness in decision making
CDVs: common good, justice, equality, and diversity
	Explain

fairness

justice

conflicts
resolution

decision making
	common good

Identify 
community problems (past)

resolutions


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Use core democratic values in daily life.

Use the principle of the rule of law to promote justice.

Identify the negative consequences for not having rules or laws.

	
	individual responsibility,

self control

Acting cooperatively in groups
	Describe  responsibilities
Identify good citizenship
	Identify
participation in 
community decision
	Identify

rights 

responsibilities of citizenship
	Citizens of a nation share the history and a set of beliefs with the rest of the country’s citizens regardless of their land or origin.
	What are the roles and responsibilities of citizens in a representative democracy?

	Explain

· responsibilities of citizenship

· why rights have limits

Describe relationship 

rights and responsibilities
	Citizens have both rights and responsibilities.

Rights have limits. 

Citizens are responsible for participation in their government.
	What are the rights of citizens of the United States of America?

What are the responsibilities of Citizens?
	Identify the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

Identify the limits to rights.

Describe the relationship between rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Describe how responsible citizenship is active.



	
	
	
	Distinguish between
personal responsibility

civic responsibility

Explain

individual rights

common good

community problems
	
	
	
	Explain 

limits of powers of federal government
· popular sovereignty

· rule of law

· checks and balances

· separation of powers

· individual rights

Constitution

Bill or Rights

Identify

situations
specific rights


	Rights have limits.

Rights need to be protected.
	How are the rights of individuals (citizens) protected?

Why do rights need protection?
	Describe the relationship between rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Explain the necessity for limiting the rights of the government and individuals.

Explain how governments balance individual rights and the common good.

	
	
	
	Give examples 

Make laws

Enforce laws  

Interpret laws
	Distinguish between

government roles 

· state

· local

Identify

(Michigan)

· 3 branches

· powers

Describe

· purpose of Michigan Constitution
	When people migrate they bring with them their cultural institutions.

Constitutions are written to limit the power of the government and to describe how the government will operate.
	What government structures were instituted by Europeans in North America?

How is government organized?

	National government

· powers

· organization 

· 3 branches (federal)

· election vs. appointment
	Michigan is a political region.

The United States is a political region.

All 50 states share common characteristics with each other.

Michigan’s population enabled statehood.


	What is a political region?

What kinds of political regions do we have in Michigan?
	Describe the structure of government at the local level, state level, and national level all have provisions for 
· making laws or ordinances
· enforcing laws or ordinances 
· interpreting laws or ordinances

	
	
	Give examples

use of
· power with authority
· power without authority
	Distinguish between
· private action
· public action
	
	Constitutions are written to limit the power of the government and to describe how the government will operate.
The right to govern comes directly from the people in democratic governments.


	How are the powers of government limited?

	Constitution limits of power on national/federal government

· checks and balances


	The federal government’s power is limited by checks and balances and separation of powers between branches and power retained by the states.
	Where does the power in a representative democracy come from?

Why is it important to limit the power of government?

How can the power of government be limited?
	Identify sources of legitimate power.

Describe the importance of popular sovereignty in a representative democracy.

Describe why limits are placed on the power of government in a representative democracy.

Distinguish between private and public action.



	
	
	
	Describe
local government
· affects lives of  

   citizens
	Explain

state governments

· resolve conflict
	
	
	
	
	
	Describe how government affects the lives of citizens as it carries out its legitimate authority to fulfill the functions of government.

	
	
	
	Identify
services provided by local governments
	Identify

· public goods, services
· state government 
Describe
· funding
· taxes 
	
	How are public goods and services paid for?


	Explain 

federal government 

· funding

· taxing and spending
	
	How do we pay for public goods and services?

How are the purposes of government fulfilled when taxes are used public goods and services?
	Describe how governments carry out their legitimate authority, provide services, and fulfill functions.

Describe how governments provide goods and services when it is more efficient for the government to provide them as opposed to private business.

Describe how taxes pay for public goods and services.



	Economics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Identify questions economists ask.
	
	How are basic economic questions answered in a market economy?

What is the role of government in a market economy?


	Identify questions economists ask.

	
	Describe
Distinguish between

· needs

· wants
	
	economic wants
	
	Human creations meet many needs.
Throughout history all cultures have found ways to meet their needs.

	
	
	
	
	Identify the characteristics of economic wants.

	
	Distinguish between

goods, services
	Distinguish between

producers, consumers, goods, services
	business

consumer
Businesses meet economic wants of consumers.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Describe the meaning of economic wants, producer, consumer, goods, and services.
Describe how businesses meet the economic wants of consumers.

	
	
	consumption, goods, services
	business

profit

good, service
	
	
	What kind of economic system do we have in Michigan and how does it work?


	Describe market economy

· characteristics

· influence of incentives

· effect of price on decisions

· specialization

· competition, supply and demand

· circular flow

· public goods 
	Michigan, the United States, and the World can be divided into similar regions.


	How are basic economic questions answered in a market economy?

What does circular flow mean?

What is flowing or moving in the circular flow model?

How are households, businesses, and the government connected?
How does the circular flow model move resources, capital, and labor between regions?
How are market economies throughout the world similar?

What characteristics do market economies share?

What are some of the economic regions of the United States?


	Describe a market economy.
Describe how circular flow works.

	
	
	scarcity

choice
	opportunity cost

consumer decision

trade-off

scarcity

choice
	Explain effects on production and consumption in Michigan
· scarcity

· opportunity cost

· choices


	People, businesses, and countries make choices because they can’t have everything they want.
There is an economic role for government to play in a market economy whenever the benefits of government action outweigh the costs.
	What kind of economic system do we have in Michigan and how does it work?


	
	
	
	Describe how scarcity causes people to make choices; once a decision is made, the first best option not taken is the opportunity cost.

Ask economic questions about scarcity and choice.

	
	
	
	natural, human, and capital   resources 

production

good, service 
	Describe

how entrepreneurs put together natural, human, and capital resources to provide goods and services.

	Productive resources include natural, human, capital, and entrepreneurship.

	
	
	Capital, labor and resources are provided by three segments of society.
Productive resources are limited.
	How does a market economy deal with the fact that productive resources are limited?
	Describe how entrepreneurs put together natural, human, and capital resources to provide goods and services.

	
	Recognize or Identify trade
	Describe trade
voluntary trade
earn

money
	need for specialization
trade


	Identify 

· economic incentives
· voluntary exchange
· (cultural artifacts of markers of trade)

· products produced in other countries, consumed in Michigan

Describe how

specialization leads to increased interdependence


	Institutions evolve in market economies to help individuals and groups accomplish their goals.
People respond predictably to positive and negative incentives.
When individuals, regions, and nations specialize in what they can produce at the lowest cost and then trade with others both production and consumption increase.
	What kind of economic system do we have in Michigan and how does it work?


	Describe market economy

· characteristics

· influence of incentives

· effect of price on decisions

· specialization

· competition, supply and demand

· circular flow

· public goods
	Public goods and services are provided by the government when it is more efficient than to have them provided by private businesses.
Voluntary exchange (trade) occurs only when all participating parties expect to gain.
	How do we pay for public goods and services?

Why do people engage in trade?

What role do incentives play in a market economy?
	Identify how price effects decision making.

Describe how consumers can use money, markets, and specialization of labor to meet their economic wants and needs.
Identify how trade, specialization, circular flow, and money are part of a market economy.

	
	
	Investigate

narrative connections 

(economic relationships)
	physical and human characteristics
(economic relationships)
	Describe
major economic activities

· agriculture

· manufacturing

· services, tourism

· research and development

factors that influence the location of economic activity
	
	What are the political and economic roots of Michigan as a state?

	Explain how

changes in U.S. economy impact

· employment

· unemployment
	Michigan, the United States, and the World can be divided into similar regions.

Countries with market economies can comprise a single region.

Unemployment imposes costs on individuals and nations.
	How does geography influence the location of economic regions?
	Use information from the past to investigate economic relationships.

Describe the relationship between geographic and economic regions.

	
	
	Compare life in the present and the past.
	human environment interaction
(economic relationships)
	Economic development influenced by

· location

· natural resources

Role of business development in Michigan’s economic future

· cultural artifacts of markers of trade


	
	
	Describe how 

global competition affects the national economy
	The location of an early industry-automobile production- was influenced by Michigan’s location and natural and human resources.


	
	Use information about the past to compare economic life in the past with economic life today.

Describe how human environment interaction affects the location of economic development.

	Public Discourse…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Identify issue
(classroom)
	Identify issue
(school community)
	Identify public policy issue
(local community)


	Identify 

public policy
public policy issue
(Michigan)
	
	
	Identify 

public policy issue
(U.S.)
	
	
	Identify public issues.

Resolve conflict peacefully.

	
	Explain issue, graph
	Use graphic data, pictures, charts
	Use graphic data

pictures

charts
	Use graphic data

pictures

charts
	
	
	Use graphic data

pictures

charts
	
	
	Analyze public issues.

Use graphs, charts and visual data to inform decision making.

	
	Compare issue, point of view
	Identify resolutions
	Identify (Give examples)

resolutions
(resolutions differ based on interpretation of CDVs)
	Evaluate alternative resolutions

(resolutions differ based on interpretation of CDVs)
	
	
	Evaluate alternative resolutions

(resolutions differ based on interpretation of CDVs)
	
	
	Understand a variety of points of view.

Explain how conflicts over CDVs can lead to alternative resolutions. 
Evaluate alternative resolutions to public issues.

	
	Communicate (in age appropriate ways)
Express a position
	Communicate and tell why
Express and justify

a position with reasoned argument
	Communicate and tell why
Compose a statement

Express and justify a position with reasoned argument
	Develop a position
Compose a paragraph

Express and justify a position with reasoned argument
	
	
	Develop a reasoned argument
Compose a brief essay

Express and justify a position with reasoned argument
	
	
	Communicate and support a personal point of view.

Express a position and justify with a reasoned argument.

	
	Participate

CDV: common good
	Participate

CDV: common good

	Participate
in projects to help or inform others
(community improvement project)


	Participate
in projects to help or inform others
(community improvement project)


	
	
	Participate
in projects to help or inform others
(community improvement project)


	
	
	Explain why responsible citizenship is active.
Explain how citizens can work together to promote the values and principles of democracy.

	
	
	
	Develop and implement    

action plans

public issue
	Develop and implement    

action plans

public issue

	
	
	Develop and implement    

action plans

public issue
	
	
	Explain why responsible citizenship is active.

	
	
	
	
	Overarching Skills
	
	
	Overarching Skills
	
	Overarching Skills

	
	
	
	
	· Finding information

· Arranging information in usable forms

· Classifying, interpreting, and analyzing information

· Summarizing, synthesizing, and evaluating information

· Explaining cause and effect relationships
· Using visual materials and data sources
· Constructing historical narratives


	
	· Assess effects/impacts

	
	· Find information.
· Arrange information in usable forms.
· Classify, interpret, and analyze information.
· Summarize, synthesize, and evaluate information.
· Explain cause and effect relationships.

· Use visual materials and data sources.
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