
Recognition Award 
Lindsey Hamel 

Recreational Engines and Marine Technology 

COOR Area Career Tech Center 

Houghton Lake High School 

Nominator:  Casey Swartz, Instructor  

 

 

Lindsey likes the challenge of finding the problem with a motor.  She was always in the garage 

with her dad and likes to work on engines.  While in the program, she has learned welding, tool knowledge, engine 

troubleshooting and diagnosis, marine drive system repairs, and many aspects of a small engine repair business. 

 

She credits both of her parents for helping her to be strong and independent.   She takes time to help others and to 

help to keep the lab clean and safe for working.   

 

Some of the boys in her class did not believe that she belonged there.  

However, once she built a pulling tractor with a classmate and they placed 

second, her classmates had more respect for her.   

 

Lindsey loves to work on engines and especially likes the technology part of 

quads, ATVs, and dirt bikes.    

 

Although she is undecided about her career focus right now, she is 

considering pursuing work in this area.   

Alicia Harthausen 

Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice Program 

Bay Arenac ISD Career Center 

Bay City Central High School 

Nominator:  Brian Ducolon, Program Instructor 
 

Alicia is intrigued by what can be found in the evidence of a crime scene.  She enrolled in the 

Forensic Science Program offered at the Center and was disappointed when she realized that 

this career area focused on processing lab samples.  Being a little more interested in the crime scene itself, she 

switched to the Law Enforcement Program, since this is the area that processes the crime scene, something that she 

is more interested in.  
 

Her older brother is a law enforcement officer in Texas and has been her mentor and career 

model.  He has answered her questions and she has watched the progress he has made in his 

career.  She also credits her teacher with giving her confidence that, in spite of being petite, 

she can be a successful law enforcement officer since it is about technique and approach, not 

height.  Alicia has explained the Law Enforcement Program to visiting 4th and 10th grade 

students.   
 

Alicia is an honor student who participates in varsity soccer, the drama department tech 

crew, and the HOSA organization.  She is a member of the Student for Success Committee 

and SkillsUSA Crime Scene Investigation team.  Alicia has the opportunity to apply the 

college credits she is earning in this program to a postsecondary degree.  She plans to attend 

college in the fall to pursue a degree in law enforcement.  Her ultimate goal is to become a medical examiner.   
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