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CORE ELEMENTS OF FARM TO SCHOOL 

National Farm to School Network 



FARM TO EARLY CHILDHOOD  

• Grew out of a national Farm to School movement 
• Connects youngest children to local foods 
• Includes all types of early childhood program: 

• Migrant and Tribal Head Start 
• Head Start  
• Great Start Readiness Program 
• Home daycares 
• Public preschools 
• Public, private, faith-based childcare 
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MICHIGAN FARM TO SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
www.mifarmtoschool.msu.edu  
• Research 
• Resources 

• Listserv 
• Guides 
• Reports 
• Fact sheets and briefs 
• Videos 

• Funding Opportunities 
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http://www.mifarmtoschool.msu.edu/


RESEARCH 

2013 survey results of Michigan school food service directors 
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LOCAL FOOD SOURCING IN MICHIGAN 

54% of Michigan school food service directors purchased 
local foods in 2014. 
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Broadline distributor
Federal food program
Grocery/farm market
Local farm
Farm cooperative
Food hub



RESOURCES 
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2015-2016 MI FARM TO SCHOOL  
PLANNING GRANTEES  

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 

School/ district/ program   County   
Aldersgate Childcare Kent 

Calumet Juvenile Center Wayne 

EduQuest Children’s Development Center Oakland 

Farmington Community School, Early Childhood Oakland 

Huron Valley Schools Great Start Readiness Program Oakland 

Maple Valley Schools Eaton/Barry 

Monroe Public Schools Monroe 

New Era Migrant Head Start Oceana 

Oakland Livingston Human Services Agency Head Start Oakland 

Traverse Bay ISD New Campus School Grand Traverse 



2015-2016 MI FARM TO SCHOOL  
IMPLEMENTATION GRANTEES  
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School/ district/ program   County   
Boggs School Wayne 

Detroit Achievement Academy Wayne 

Genesee ISD Early Childhood Genesee 

Hart Migrant Head Start Oceana 

Kalamazoo Public Schools Kalamazoo 

Leelanau Children’s Center Leelanau 

Montague Area Public Schools Muskegon 

Orion Alternative Education School  Charlevoix 

Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa Child Care Center Chippewa & Mackinac 



FARM TO SCHOOL FUNDING  

Hoophouses for Health 
• Builds season extension capacity 
• Increases access to healthy, local foods 
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FARM TO SCHOOL FUNDING 

HOOPHOUSES FOR HEALTH 
 

   Farmers extend growing season & earn new  
        customers 
 
   Farmers markets earn new customers & increase 
   awareness of food assistance 
 
 

   Families increase access to fresh food & learn  
   benefits of farmers markets 
 

    
   Schools increase access to fresh food & support 
         local growers 

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 



MICHIGAN FARM TO INSTITUTION NETWORK 

www.mifarmtoinstitution.org 
• Space for learning, sharing and working together 
• Goal of 20% Michigan foods to institutions by 2020 
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http://www.mifarmtoinstitution.org/


CULTIVATE MICHIGAN 

www.cultivatemichigan.org  
 

› Institutions can join to reach the 20% by 2020 goal. 
› Purchase foods grown, raised and/or processed in 

Michigan. 
› Track your local food purchases. 
› Promote your efforts. 
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http://www.cultivatemichigan.org/


CULTIVATE MICHIGAN  

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 

• Website & Dashboard 
• 4 Annual Featured 

Foods & Toolkits 
• Tours, Events & Videos 
• Champion Profiles 
• E-news 

 



CULTIVATE MICHIGAN  

Institution Information 
• Sign up 
• Login in to your account 
• See who has joined 
• Access resources 
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CULTIVATE MICHIGAN  

Tracking Dashboard 
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FEATURED FOODS - 2014 



Spring: Milk 
Summer: Peppers 
Fall: Winter squash 
Winter: Dry beans 



MSU Center for Regional Food Systems 

Distributor Brands 
GFS Country Fresh & True Moo 
Sysco Grand Rapids Prairie Farms 
Van Eerden Country Fresh 
Cedar Crest Country Dairy 
Cherry Capital Foods MOO-Ville Creamery & Guernsey Farms Dairy 
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Source Location 
Cherry Capital Foods Traverse City, statewide 

distribution 

Bowerman Blueberries LTD Holland 

Carini Farms West Olive (Ottawa Co) 

Goodwill Farm to Freezer Traverse City 

MBG Marketing Grand Junction (Van Buren) 

Nature Ripe Farms Grand Junction 

Nature Ripe Foods Grand Junction 

True Blue Blueberries Grand Junction 

West Michigan FarmLink Grand Rapids 

Lumetta Distribution Madison Heights 

Shelton’s Wholesale Farm Co. West Michigan 

Tedesco Produce, Inc. Clinton Township 
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Source Location 
Allen Market Place (Food Hub) Lansing 
Cherry Capital Foods Statewide 
Farmers on the Move (Coop) Battle Creek 
Harvest Michigan Oakland County 
West Michigan FarmLink Grand Rapids 
Shelton’s Wholesale Farm Co.  West Michigan 
Tedesco Produce, Inc. Clinton Township 



www.mifma.org  

http://www.mifma.org/




CELEBRATE SUCCESSES  

info@cultivatemichigan.org  
• Send us your recipes 
• Tell us your story 
• Like us on Facebook 
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mailto:info@cultivatemichigan.org


THANK YOU! 
Colleen Matts 
matts@msu.edu  
517.432.0310 
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