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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Prompt Released ltems Fall 2013

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Sometimes there are things we would like to change. Describe something
you would like to change at your school, and explain why you would like to
change it. It could be anything, such as adding a new class or activity, having
more time for recess, or getting new computers.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your
response to revise and edit your writing.

Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense?
Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Ideas Score Point: 0

This response is not focused on the task and lists several undeveloped changes (Every student gets a
computers, Less homework, never get “F”).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1



Informational Writing - Grade 4 ldeas Released Items Fall 2013

T ond ok Resss Mwlcbﬁ%e%- Yo p\,@;,
Alot S5 T r)h‘?,"‘ e Kherk ffﬁ/vp M PN
So. 40l . T\!\C}"i‘ L_L\h v T ot wole (pces~,

ANCHOR PAPER 2
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies a change (more recess), and the development
is limited to one detail (so I get all that crazy enrege out of my setom).
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies a change (art class) and is developed with
several limited details (you can express yourself, good practice).
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Ideas Score Point: 1

This response is minimally focused on the task. It identifies a change (hot tub...pool) and is developed with
limited supporting details (freeze in the winter, diving borad for free).
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response is somewhat focused on a change (recess time) and is developed with some details (tag a fue
people, blow the whisle).
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response is somewhat focused on a change (food in the lunchroom) and is developed with some
details (dryed vegtables, plain old crackers, mushy apples).
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Ideas Score Point: 2

This response is somewhat focused on changing the playgrounds and is developed with some details
(litte play scap, tiny monkey bars).
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response is clearly focused on the task. It identifies a change (new computers) and is thoroughly
developed with relevant details and examples (Mrs. smith...perjecter screen, ton of papers in our folder).
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response is clearly focused on the task. It identifies a change (gym time extended) and is

thoroughly developed with relevant details and examples (more equipment that will get kids active
and moving, it will help boys...grades in school).
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Ideas Score Point: 3

This response is clearly focused on the task. It identifies a change (iPads) and is thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples (you can get...apps, reward them with a game, teachers could get
ready for the next thing).
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Informational Writing - Grade 4 Prompt Released ltems Fall 2013

INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Sometimes there are things we would like to change. Describe something
you would like to change at your school, and explain why you would like to
change it. It could be anything, such as adding a new class or activity, having
more time for recess, or getting new computers.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your
response to revise and edit your writing.

Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense?
Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Organization Score Point: 0

This response lacks evidence of organization and lists multiple changes, and the ideas are not connected
(computers, video games, gum).
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Organization Score Point: 1

This brief response demonstrates weak organization and uses simple transitions to order ideas that are
weakly connected (decuuse, so0).
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Organization Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates weak connections between ideas. It identifies a change, acquiring a pool
and hot tub, then lists various uses for the pool and hot tub (we can ice scate, got a diving borad),
indicating a weak organizational plan.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Organization Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates weak connections between ideas. It identifies a change (food options),
then discusses the consequences of what was eaten. This is followed by a discussion of what should
be eaten before a test, and then by a discussion of restaurant food, indicating a weak organizational plan.
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Organization Score Point: 2

This brief response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. The writer states

a clear position (we need at least a hour every speical), gives an explanation of the problem
(barrley have any time, we walk in...walk out), and provides a brief conclusion.
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Organization Score Point: 2

This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. The writer states
a clear position (change recess time) followed by an explanation of the problem (we only get to
have 15 minutes) and a solution (we should have more time).
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ANCHOR PAPER 7

Organization Score Point: 2

This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. It begins with an
introduction, simple transitions order the ideas (also, this way), and there is a brief conclusion.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Organization Score Point: 3

This response is organized, and connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for
the context. The writer states a clear position (changed playgorunds), connects the ideas with logical
transitions (Frist of all, second, Last of all), and provides a brief conclusion.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Organization Score Point: 3

This response is organized, and connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for
the context. It uses effective transitions (also, most importantly), and there is a brief conclusion that
uses a rhetorical question (What can we do about it?).
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Organization Score Point: 3

This response is organized, and connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate

for the context. It begins with an introduction and uses effective transitions (First, Secondly, Finally).
The conclusion emphasizes the writer’s main point (Everybody would be happy at school).
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Sometimes there are things we would like to change. Describe something
you would like to change at your school, and explain why you would like to
change it. It could be anything, such as adding a new class or activity, having
more time for recess, or getting new computers.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your
response to revise and edit your writing.

Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense?
Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Informational Writing - Grade 4
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Style Score Point: 1

This brief response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in sentence structure hinders
the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose.
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Style Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates limited use of language. Repetitive word choice (We should, you can)
and lack of variety in sentence structure hinder the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose.
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Style Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates limited use of language. Repetitive word choice (it would, can) and lack
of variety in sentence structure hinder the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Style Score Point: 2

This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (freeze, ice scate)
and clear sentences contribute to the fluency of the response.
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ANCHOR PAPER S
Style Score Point: 2

This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (tag a fue, blow
the whisle) and clear sentences contribute to the fluency of the response. The use of parallel
construction is effective in conveying the writer’s frustration with short recesses (and then...and then).
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Style Score Point: 2

This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (such a small felid,
tiny monkey bars) and a variety of clear sentences are effective for the writer’s purpose and audience.
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Style Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates command of language. Precise word choice enables the writer to clearly

convey dislike of the options provided for school lunch (plain old crackers, mushy apples), and the
use of varied sentence structure is highly effective for the writer’s purpose and audience.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Style Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates command of language and includes precise word choice (health
scientests, extended, most importantly) and varied sentence structure. Voice is highly effective

for the writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect with the audience (Take this one for example,
What can we do about it?).
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Style Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates command of language. Precise exclamatory words (AWESOME,
unblevible, increadible) and varied sentence structure are highly effective for the writer’s purpose
and audience. The response also uses a rhetorical question, a newspaper headline, and underlining to
add emphasis and fluency.
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will be asked to write an informational response to a topic or
question. Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.
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INFORMATIONAL WRITING

Sometimes there are things we would like to change. Describe something
you would like to change at your school, and explain why you would like to
change it. It could be anything, such as adding a new class or activity, having
more time for recess, or getting new computers.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your
response to revise and edit your writing.

Did I stay focused on the topic and the task?

Did I develop my ideas with details and examples?
Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense?
Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences?

Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly?
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Conventions Score Point: 1

This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including one
grammar error (that/that’s) and several spelling errors (decuuse, enrege, setom).
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Conventions Score Point: 1

This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including several
sentence-level errors (Art is my faviorte subject i love art).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions  Released Items Fall 2013

e SN T \Wo s Change
Qb@c 50}\0)9! 0 i\/)ﬂ Foad” o~
Hons. F@r\ eXam ple_10JaY T had LA
and ofve( T had /mmﬁ/p “%oumr
arle L meon 1F Qum JrczS»LPJ QWi
L ¥8i)¢en haﬂyl a R‘Ecmna FHhet L/JMQ/"J@SS’
Wi hmm La Py for Dr}r/ﬂr‘j-} fi\r\a{f
€0¢n ofe So Yhatveally oinet L papn#t
O Chapge  aloout %hp bl How am

T SQ?DS¥Q “'\eG Cthl]f}(}{ IJ(‘]‘\ O 7;})"%19"
S%GOMC}\ VBt }/F/'mu M@(hl (}Jﬂ 1€ TIWQT‘
Yhe D7Z7a wof Sfffl U‘}(JC!/)‘/ &IIW M’)G |
Yonpa ) A8 Coon mfe. WY Dyring o L
NYOUJ, Neegd o hifﬂ o £yt YBU\" 1.(@1)\& bari [/
Cat H\Q tpoit, \Qd L “’\ ik Yhat Jhe
tocd  Sald e (”’wnaéa’ ‘o +he B PH poStpay
£ock i) the umr\" T Yo copld Arue {P 1 b @
ONd Y08 9et tp Ehaele \het r@(mf‘am ol
What €ood  from4ne ypeqblos refivrapft

'L

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3a



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions  Released Items Fall 2013

mmr)c
r—/ ' AN _Lf-\, .

(i WZ | >(‘:’/)/(/ﬂCQi

Tnat Wal wat T u)hopt CAuangcd
Aphelt Th & Crhao | hY a @\n()/)

ANCHOR PAPER 3
Conventions Score Point: 1

This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English. It includes several
sentence-level errors, numerous misspelled words (banna, alsow, sold/should), and other
capitalization and punctuation errors (the thing, was’nt).
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Conventions Score Point: 2

This brief response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly
correct sentence formation and commas in a series (walk in, sit down, and go). The misspelled words
present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Conventions Score Point: 2

This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly
correct sentence formation and spelling (playground, minutes).
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Ideas Score Point: 2

This longer response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct
sentence formation, capitalization, apostrophes (can’t, it’s), and commas (First of all,). While there are
some spelling errors, they do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions.
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ANCHOR PAPER 7

Conventions Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English,
including correct sentence formation, spelling (fruit, container, enough), and use of commas in
a series (bagels, bread, buns).

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions  Released Items Fall 2013

1 Pk ok o

ABC sehvo\ IS o nr@m—k—

| f{)\f\q £. Gl 308 \Sasn QX(\"(‘

Thersq ABC Scool  We.S
ofeak ookt amd. wgads

oGt aRS  Somed,

-

\‘

sy OnNe o

T(’)A&\N \GdR need OO, CcloltiZe.

'\\vm _oke, eakisg YOO eowe

m nEL -“m_ﬁl.z_m& Wshw EAXT N

N ecouas LCOTS  and Neog. Aa\ieSe

D
TN S CaANS ﬁ\n \rg,\t% rmc}u

5@‘%"‘(%%% \\m\i% %(:J(au DA r\\% * \N\Qﬁm

(\Nar‘mw@"a \mé\g,_ AN ,.MA:;

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a



Informational Writing - Grade 4 Conventions  Released Items Fall 2013

oad uo\sem J‘—\f\e n\m:,e q\m\w \ne

L_\}dgﬁka T\\P 9 \l_{/ W\ Shands  alsn hase

YAOLS,  edv \Q\N\%\f\+ w0 O nalRNA | o) e \Q""CLS
AW o ;\c\./ OOON L\, fiM \\e\n
oS Ty '&w;’ce % ousg aUmxs@

Ju L
ongeC ands caost ienporkisty W i)

ke\p boy&._agﬁ,_%mmws_

BtQE./ e ‘ \P‘i\ “&"1‘("\.& N S £
wihel oty wae da m 14:3.

ANCHOR PAPER 8
Conventions Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English. While
some difficult words are misspelled, others are spelled correctly (activities, equipment, importantly).
Commas in a series and a question mark are used correctly.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Conventions Score Point: 3

This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English,
including correct sentence formation, spelling (newspaper, reward, impact), and commas in a series.
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