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INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 
 

Describe something you like to do, and explain why you like it. It might be your 
favorite subject, or activity at school, or something you do away from school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response identifies what the writer likes to do (eat), but it is undeveloped. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Ideas Score Point: 1 

 
This response is minimally focused on the task. An activity is identified (hangout witme and  
my friends) and is developed with a list of activities (joking around, playing base ball, eating). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on the task. An activity is identified (listen to music) with limited  
details (it calms me down, it Drowns out all other sounds). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on the task, and the ideas are developed with limited and  
general details (share the things, share a movie, share some game). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. An activity is identified (family vacations) and is  
developed with some details (play games when it’s raining, going under a waterfall). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. Two activities are identified, and one (karate) is  
developed with some details (we spar for the last 20–15 minutes, we get to use weapons). 

 
 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. An activity is identified and is developed with some  
details about taking Grandpa’s farm equipment to a tractor show (stores them at his friends farm,  
They have a flea market, I drove…two big John deere and the model T). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on the task. An activity is identified (go swimming in my pool) and  
is developed with some details about taking care of the pool (take all the rafts, put them in the big bin,  
put the pool cover on). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on the task. It identifies an activity (playing soccer) and is thoroughly 
developed with relevant details and examples (getting better with ball skill and technique; traveled to  
Ohio, Canada, Indiana; we all get to bond and be together). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on the task.  It identifies an activity (hang out with friends) and is 
thoroughly developed with relevant details and examples (pop into one of the stores there like  
Village Toy or CVS, chatting about who-likes-who). 
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Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 2    Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 2 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 
Organization 2 Organization 2 

Style 2 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 
Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas 3 
Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RMEAP Fall 2013 
Grade 7 Informational Writing 
Organization Scoring Guide 



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Prompt Released Items Fall 2013

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Prompt Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 
 

Describe something you like to do, and explain why you like it. It might be your 
favorite subject, or activity at school, or something you do away from school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates weak organization. It uses a simple transition to order ideas that  
are weakly connected (also) and includes a brief conclusion (That is why…subject). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization. It uses simple transitions to order ideas that are  
weakly connected (when, also). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This brief response is organized and demonstrates logical connections. Ideas are grouped (inside, outside) 
using a simple transition (also) and a brief introduction and conclusion. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. It begins with an 
introduction, and simple transitions order the ideas (First, Second, Third). The conclusion links why  
the writer likes to babysit back to the introduction. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized and demonstrates logical connections between ideas. The writer begins  
with an overview of activities at the YMCA, then progresses through a description of the different  
pools using simple transitions (Some of the many thing, Also, At first), and ends with a conclusion. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Informational Writing - Grade 7 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate for the 
context. The introduction previews the three ideas to be addressed (be with my friends, get better at it,  
go to tournaments). Varied transitions connect the three ideas (one reason; the more I play, the better I get; 
Lastly) with a conclusion. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This longer response is organized, and connections between the ideas are clear, logical, and appropriate  
for the context. Complex and varied transitions are used throughout (In case you didn’t know; Anyway,  
on Saturday; As you can see). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas   

Organization 2 Organization   

Style 2 Style   

Conventions 2 Conventions   
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 
 

Describe something you like to do, and explain why you like it. It might be your 
favorite subject, or activity at school, or something you do away from school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (eat, eating)  
and sentences hinder the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (fun, cool) and  
sentence structure (I like, I have, I do) hinder the effectiveness of the writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This longer response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (fun, hit the 
ramp) and sentence structure that includes many short, simple sentences hinder the effectiveness of the 
writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language, including a variety of clear sentences. 
Some voice is effective for the writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect with the audience (of 
course play video games). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (goggles, rafts) and 
some variety in sentence structure (When its really hot…pool.; Ever since we got…it.) contribute to the 
fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This longer response demonstrates adequate command of language. Accurate word choice (ball skill and 
technique, get to bond and be together) and some variety in sentence structure with the use of some 
effective phrasing (the more I play, the better I get) contribute to the fluency of the response. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language and includes precise word choice (one pound rubber 
ball, sheilded by a plastic helmet, cradaling the ball) and varied sentence structure. The command of 
language is highly effective with the use of parallel construction (scoring a goal, stopping a goal, getting 
a penalty). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language, including precise word choice (solitude, shops line 
the street, pop into one of the stores) and varied sentence structure. The voice is highly effective for the 
writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect with the audience (we middle-schoolers wouldn’t miss in a 
lifetime, HUGE game, living it up). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 6   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 3 

Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 2 
Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 2 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 
Conventions 3 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 2 Ideas   

Organization 2 Organization   

Style 2 Style   

Conventions 3 Conventions   
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
 
 
 
 

Describe something you like to do, and explain why you like it. It might be your 
favorite subject, or activity at school, or something you do away from school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your 
response to revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I stay focused on the topic and the task? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I use logical order so my writing makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Informational Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This very brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including a 
spelling error (lik). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English and includes spelling 
errors (thow/though, half/have, carful), missing apostrophes (uncles, thats), and incorrect use of 
commas. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This longer response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English. There is no evidence 
of correct sentence formation. There are also several usage errors (thing/things, trick/tricks, way/ways) 
and spelling errors (becuse, now/know). 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Conventions Score Point: 2 

This short response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct 
sentence formation and spelling (reason, trouble, touch). A usage error and a missing apostrophe do not 
detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Conventions Score Point: 2 

This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct sentence 
formation and spelling (focused, hawk, nephews). A capitalization error does not detract from the 
overall adequate use of conventions. 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Conventions Score Point: 2 

This longer response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English. Sentence 
formation, spelling (computer, favorite, either), and punctuation are mostly correct. While there  
are several usage errors, they do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Conventions Score Point: 3 

This shorter response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English. It 
includes correct sentence formation, spelling (neighborhoods, video, borrow), use of commas in a series 
(snacks, drinks, or chips), and use of apostrophes.   
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, including 
correct sentence formation with complex sentences and correct use of apostrophes (can’t, don’t, I’m). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including several complex sentences with correct spelling (goggles, usually, relaxing) and punctuation 
(it’s, I’ve, What do you like to do?). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  
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