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NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: Having a positive attitude 
 
Having a positive attitude can sometimes help a person achieve a positive outcome. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude could have helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about having a positive attitude. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response is not focused on the task of narrative writing. It gives examples of having a positive 
attitude and is not a story. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Ideas Score Point: 0 

 
This response includes an idea that is not focused on the task of narrative writing and is undeveloped 
(not take my anger out on everybody). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Ideas Score Point: 0 
 
This response includes an idea that is not focused on the task of narrative writing and is a list of 
undeveloped ideas (good grades, friends, job). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on a positive attitude and is developed with limited details (Jeepers, 
Chuck E Cheese). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on a positive attitude and is developed with limited and general 
details (my basketball team will never win any game).   

 
 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Ideas Score Point: 1 
 
This response is minimally focused on a positive attitude. It is developed with limited details (vocab 
quiz, had a A on a test) and general details (not thinking for bad thing). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on a positive attitude. The ideas are developed with a mix of specific 
details (crane game that someone could win an MP4 player) and general details (He tried and tried). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on a positive attitude. The ideas are developed with a mix of specific 
details (salmon fishing trip, sunny and clear day) and general details (left for the trip, had to go home).   

 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Ideas Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Ideas Score Point: 2 
 
This response is somewhat focused on a positive attitude. The ideas are developed with a mix of general 
and specific details (cleand my room, my brothers room, My mom and dad’s room…). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response tells a story with ideas that are clearly focused on a positive attitude and are thoroughly 
developed with specific, relevant details (my wallet was in my pants pocket, searched through the car for 
an hour). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 11 
Ideas Score Point: 3 
 
This response is clearly focused on a positive attitude.  The ideas are thoroughly developed with 
specific, relevant details (trudging down the paths to the zip-line, as I looked down my stomach did a 
summer-sault). 
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Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   
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Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 
Organization 0 Organization 3 
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Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 9   
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Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   
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Conventions 1 Conventions 3 
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Style 1 Style 3 
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NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: Having a positive attitude 
 
Having a positive attitude can sometimes help a person achieve a positive outcome. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude could have helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about having a positive attitude. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This brief response lacks evidence of organization. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Organization Score Point: 0 
 
This response lacks evidence of organization. It is a list of situations in which having a positive attitude 
could help (grades, friends, job). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates weak organization and uses simple transitions to weakly connect ideas 
(but, It). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization. Ideas are weakly connected through the use of rhetorical 
questions (Do you think…attitude, Could a team…attitude). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Organization Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates weak organization. Ideas are weakly connected with basic, repetitive 
transitions (when, then). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized, and connections between ideas are logically sequenced through the use of 
transitions (when, then, after I said) and dialogue (“We can do it don’t give up”). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized, and connections between events are logically sequenced through the use of 
simple transitions (one day, the next day, since than). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Organization Score Point: 2 
 
This response is organized, and connections between ideas are logically sequenced through the use of 
simple transitions (and, so) and dialogue (because its fun). 

 
 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Organization Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and connections between ideas and events are clear and logically sequenced 
by varied transitions (One day, He lost the first time, He tried and tried). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and connections between ideas and events are clear and logically sequenced 
through transitions (once, when, even though). The progression of ideas is sustained throughout. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 11b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 11 
Organization Score Point: 3 
 
This response is organized, and connections between ideas and events are clear and logically sequenced 
(realized my wallet was gone, started frantically searching). The progression of ideas is sustained 
throughout. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 1 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 1 

Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 2 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 2 Style 2 

Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 5   Anchor Paper 11   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 2 

Conventions 1 Conventions 2 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 
Style 1 Style 3 

Conventions 1 Conventions 3 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 
 

NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: Having a positive attitude 
 
Having a positive attitude can sometimes help a person achieve a positive outcome. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude could have helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about having a positive attitude. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (someone, 
everybody) and sentence structure hinders support for the writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (But then, I said) 
and repetitive sentence structure hinder support for the writer’s purpose. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Style Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of language. Lack of variety in word choice (thinking, did good) 
and the repetitious use of “I” to start sentences hinder support for the writer’s purpose. 

 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Effective word choice (horrible, 
adrenaline), some sentence variety, and the use of rhetorical questions support the writer’s purpose (Do 
you think…attitude). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language, including effective word choice (facing, 
wooped) and sentence variety. Some voice supports the writer’s purpose and helps the writer connect 
with the audience (they were said to be really good). 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Style Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate command of language. Effective word choice (extremely 
unfortunate event, terrible experience) and variety in sentence structure support the writer’s purpose and 
audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language.  Effective and compelling word choice (not heeding 
the warnings, absolutely set on winning) and varied sentences clearly support the writer’s purpose and 
audience. 

 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Style Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Style Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates command of language, including effective and compelling word choice 
(prolong, trapsed, conquered) and varied sentence structure. Dialogue provides voice that clearly 
supports the writer’s purpose and audience. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
 

Anchor Paper 1   Anchor Paper 7   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 2 

Organization 0 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 2   Anchor Paper 8   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 3 

Organization 2 Organization 3 

Style 1 Style 3 
Conventions 1 Conventions 3 

Anchor Paper 3   Anchor Paper 9   

    

Ideas 1 Ideas 2 
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Style 1 Style 2 
Conventions 1 Conventions 1 

Anchor Paper 4   Anchor Paper 10   

    

Ideas 0 Ideas 3 

Organization 1 Organization 3 
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Conventions 2 Conventions 2 
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Organization 2 Organization 3 
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Conventions 2 Conventions 3 

       

Anchor Paper 6   Anchor Paper 12   
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Organization 3 Organization 3 

Style 2 Style 3 
Conventions 3 Conventions 3 
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MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 
 
 
 

NARRATIVE WRITING 
 
 
 
 
 

Write a story about: Having a positive attitude 
 
Having a positive attitude can sometimes help a person achieve a positive outcome. 
 
Do only one of the following: 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story about a time when having a positive attitude could have helped you. 
 

OR 
 

Write a story in your own way about having a positive attitude. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECKLIST 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

 
 

    Did I write a story that is focused on the topic? 
 
 

    Did I develop my ideas with details and examples? 
 
 

    Did I organize the story so that it makes sense? 
 
 

    Did I use a variety of words, phrases, and sentences? 
 
 

    Did I spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly? 
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Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This brief response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including a spelling 
error (accually) and a missing apostrophe (sisters). 

 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This short response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including errors in 
sentence formation, usage (is/was, on/at), and spelling (are/our). 

 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Conventions Score Point: 1 
 
This response demonstrates limited use of conventions of Standard English, including errors in sentence 
formation, punctuation, and usage (realize/realized, did good). 

 
 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct sentence 
formation and mostly correct spelling (decided, replied, issues). The few spelling and punctuation errors 
present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 

 
 
 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including mostly correct 
sentence formation, spelling (example, coaches, practice), and punctuation. The few spelling errors 
present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 6b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Conventions Score Point: 2 
 
This long response demonstrates adequate use of conventions of Standard English, including correct 
usage, spelling (realized, frantically, worrying), and use of apostrophes (Dad’s, didn’t). The few 
sentence formation errors present do not detract from the overall adequate use of conventions. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct formation of complex sentences, spelling (heeding, warnings, absolutely), and use of 
commas. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8a 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 8b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Conventions Score Point: 3 
 
This response demonstrates consistent and appropriate use of conventions of Standard English, 
including correct formation of complex sentences, correct usage, and correctly punctuated dialogue 
(“You ready?” questioned John.). 

 



Narrative Writing - Grade 7 Conventions Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  
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