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PEER RESPONSE TO A
STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE

DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will write an answer to a question about a Student Writing
Sample. The paragraphs in the Student Writing Sample are numbered to help you.
Your audience will be interested adults.

You must write your response on the lines in Day , Part of your Answer
Document with a No. 2 pencil. If you erase, be sure to erase completely. You may
underline, circle, or write in this booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this
test booklet will be scored. No additional paper may be used.

The Notes/Planning space may be used for planning and organizing your ideas.
You may use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response.

You may NOT use any resource materials (such as dictionaries, grammar books,
or spelling books) for this test.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the
next page. If you finish early, you may go back and check your work in Part of
the test ONLY. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.

Turn the page and follow along as I read the prompt and checklist to you.
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PEER RESPONSE TO A STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE

What could the writer do to improve the sample on the next page?

Use details and/or examples from the Student Writing Sample to support
your answer and explain why your suggestions improve the sample.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to
revise and edit your writing.

Did I clearly answer the question?

Did I support my answer with details and examples from the
Student Writing Sample?

Did I explain why my suggestions improve the Student
Writing Sample?
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE

Sample not released.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Holistic Writing Rubric
Peer Response to Student Writing Sample
Grades 4 and 7

Prompt: What could the writer do to improve this sample?

+ Use examples and/or details from the Student Writing Sample
on page # to support your answer.
o Explain why your recommendation(s) improve the writing sample.

Rubric:

4

Recommendation(s) is provided. Relevant, specific examples and/or details
from the sample support the recommendation(s). A strong explanation(s) of
why the recommendation(s) improves the sample is provided.

Recommendation(s) is provided. Relevant, specific examples and/or details
from the sample support the recommendation(s). An explanation of why the
recommendation(s) improves the sample is provided.

Recommendation(s) OR explanation(s) of why a change is needed is
provided. Examples and/or details from the sample support the
recommendation/explanation.

Recommendation(s) is provided OR examples and/or details from the sample
are provided that clearly identify a problem or a recommendation.

Recommendation(s) is not provided. A score of zero will result in one of the
following condition codes:

A Off-topic/Oft-task

B Illegible or written in a language other than English
C Blank

D Insufficient to rate
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ANCHOR PAPER 1
Score Point: 0

This response is a reworking of the prompt. The lack of recommendations, details, and explanations
limits this response to score point 0.
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Score Point: 0

This response is a brief summary of the sample. The lack of recommendations limits this response to
score point 0.
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This response is a brief synopsis of the sample. No recommendations of how to improve the selection
are provided, and therefore it is limited to score point 0.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4
Score Point: 0

Y

This response merely suggests what the student would draw rather than addressing the tasks required by
the prompt, and is therefore limited to score point 0.
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Score Point: (

This response recommends changes to the sample that alter the content rather than improving errors or
deficiencies. This response is limited to score point 0.
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Score Point: 1

This response contains three general recommendations (pay attention to pronouncing words,
punctuation, and capitalization). The lack of a specific detail from the sample limits this response to
score point 1.
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Score Point: 1

This response contains multiple general writing recommendations (rereading, make sense, use a
dictionary). Even though an extended explanation (they want to understand it and enjoy it) is provided,
the lack of a specific detail from the sample limits this response to score point 1.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Score Point: 2

This response contains the recommendations (You don’t need to keep repeating; did not need to be
capitalized) connected to the details (drawing is pointless; Dad). This response earns a score point 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Score Point: 2

This response contains the recommendation (write more of the story) connected to multiple examples

from the sample of what needs additional detail (What animals do you draw now?, What was your
teacher’s name?) and earns a score point 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 10

Score Point: 2

This response contains the recommendations (would not use so many I’s; watch for capitalization)
connected to the details (There are 25 I’s; Marquette River). This response earns a score point 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 11
Score Point: 2

This response contains the recommendations (put taught me; I don’t) connected to the details (teached; I

doesn’t). This response earns a score point 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 12
Score Point: 2

This response contains the recommendation (say Josh taught me) connected to the detail (teached). This
exemplifies one way to attain a score point 2. The detail (pointless and then exciting) connected to the
explanation (he confuses me) demonstrates the second way to attain a score point 2.
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ANCHOR PAPER 13
Score Point: 3

This response contains the recommendation (could have used) connected to the detail (doesn’t) and the
explanation (doesn’t make sense). This response earns a score point 3.
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ANCHOR PAPER 14
Score Point: 3

This response contains the recommendation (say I like drawing) connected to the detail (Drawing to me
is a little exciting) and the explanation (To make the reader less confused). This response earns a score

point 3.
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ANCHOR PAPER 15
Score Point: 3

This response contains the recommendation (add more details) connected to the details (drawing,
brother, people) and the explanation (the readers would be more interested). This response earns a score
point 3.
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ANCHOR PAPER 16
Score Point: 4

This response contains the recommendation (...more detail. Tell us...) connected to the detail (draw)

and the extended explanation (it would be more interesting. More people might want to read it...they
will like it a lot). This response earns a score point 4.
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ANCHOR PAPER 17
Score Point: 4

This response contains the recommendation (make sure that everything makes sense) connected to the
detail (I doesn’t) and the extended explanation (The reader will not get confused and stop reading
because they can not understand what they are reading). This response earns a score point 4.
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