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PEER RESPONSE TO A STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE 

What could the writer do to improve the sample on the next page?  

Use details and examples from the Student Writing Sample to support 
your answer and explain why your suggestions improve the sample. 

CHECKLIST 
DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist after you have completed your response to 
revise and edit your writing. 

_____  Did I clearly answer the question? 

 ____  Did I support my answer with details and examples from the 
Student Writing Sample? 

 ____  Did I explain why my suggestions improve the Student 
Writing Sample? 
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE 

Sample not released. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 1 
Score Point: 0 
 
This response re-words the writing sample and provides no recommendations (Instead of stay in a 
condo by the beach in Florida for spring break they could put stay in a condo in Florida by the beach 
for spring break). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 2 
Score Point: 0 
 
This response provides details (they found little lizards, she found a south rock), but the details are not 
connected to a recommendation. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 3 
Score Point: 0 
 
This response summarizes the writing sample, but does not provide a recommendation or an 
explanation. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 4 
Score Point: 0 

 
This response is a re-write of the original writing sample. No recommendations or explanations are 
provided. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 5 
Score Point: 1 
 
This response provides a recommendation (go back over the sample with a dictionary and reread it). The 
lack of detail limits this response to a score point 1. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 6 
Score Point: 1 
 
This response provides recommendations (put an engaging lead, and introduce theme; work on editing) 
and connected explanations (an engaging lead draws your reader in; a theme helps your reader 
understand…the story; Editing helps to make the story smoother and clearer). The lack of detail 
prevents a higher score. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 7 
Score Point: 1 
 
This response provides multiple recommendations (use better spelling, explain things more) and a 
connected explanation (so it will be easier to understand). The lack of detail prevents a higher score. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 8 
Score Point: 2 

 
This response provides a recommendation (she spelled realized wrong) and includes one supporting 
detail (realized). The lack of an explanation of why the recommendation would improve the writing 
sample limits this response to a score point 2. 

 
 



Student Writing Sample Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 9 
Score Point: 2 
 
This response provides a recommendation (not changing the subject) and a supporting detail (“I've never 
seen a lizard like that before”, I told him. “I wonder where Alice is”). The lack of an explanation of why 
the recommendation would improve the sample prevents a higher score. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 10 
Score Point: 2 
 
This response provides a recommendation (go over the spelling) and a supporting detail (spelled realized 
“relized”). The lack of an explanation of why the recommendation would improve the sample prevents a 
higher score. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 11 
Score Point: 2 
 
This long response provides two recommendations (give more detail; describe what everything looked 
like) and multiple descriptive examples (green and yellow lizard; big and blue condo; beautiful sunset). 
The lack of an explanation of why the recommendation would improve the sample prevents a higher 
score. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Writing Sample Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2013 

 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 12 
Score Point: 3 
 
This short response provides a recommendation (use his brother and sister's name in the second 
paragraph), supporting details (he said “my brother, my sister and I”; Then later in the story…“I 
wonder where Alice is”) and an explanation (so it would make more sense). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 13 
Score Point: 3 
 
This short response provides a recommendation (give more detail), supporting details (name the city in 
Florida) and an explanation (people that are reading it want to picture it in their mind). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 14 
Score Point: 3 
 
This response provides three recommendations (better word choice; improve spelling and grammar; be 
more organized) and supporting details (I spotted a huge assortment of creatures; spelled “realized” 
incorrectly; should have started a new paragraph after he wrote about diving down). The explanations 
(would be far more engaging; easier to read; hard to read stories where the paragraphs are bunched 
together) connected to the recommendations and details resulted in a score point 3. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 15 
Score Point: 4 
 
This short response provides a recommendation (should’ve used better description, or used better detail) 
supported by details (what the beach looked like) with a connected explanation (help the reader visualize 
more). The extended explanation (will make the reader enjoy the story more) elevates this response to a 
score point 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Writing Sample Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2013 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 16b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 16 
Score Point: 4 
 
This response provides a recommendation (add better word choices), several examples of descriptive 
word choices (mini, tiny, grin, younger), and an explanation (If you don't have interesting word choice 
the reader will stop reading). The extended explanation (It makes your story less boring; it adds that 
extra touch of excitement, suspense or any other type of emotion) elevates this response to a score 
point 4. 
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 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 17b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCHOR PAPER 17 
Score Point: 4 
 
This strong response provides multiple recommendations, details, explanations and extended 
explanations. The recommendation (writer should correct miss-spelled words) supported by the detail 
(the words “relized” and “certinly” should be spelled realized and certainly) and the explanation and 
extended explanation (helps readers understand the passage more and not be confused) earns this 
response a score point 4. 
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