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State Superintendent 



November 3, 2014

MEMORANDUM

TO: 

State Board of Education

FROM: 

Melody Arabo, 2014-2015 Michigan Teacher of the Year

SUBJECT:

Teacher of the Year Report - November

· Facilitated a Walled Lake twitter chat on the importance of using technology in the classroom.  The chat was called “Building Your Technology Toolbox” and we used the hashtag #wleced, which stands for Walled Lake Every Child Every Day.

· Presented my leadership story to members of the Kent Teacher Leadership Academy in Grand Rapids.

· Partnered with the Michigan Reading Association (MRA) to collect literacy materials and school supplies for the displaced children in Iraq through T.E.A.C.H.

· Traveled to Tampa, Florida, with the Michigan Department of Education for the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Fall Topical Meeting.

· Met two other 2015 State Teachers of the Year, Sarah Loomis, Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) and Amanda Miliner (Georgia).

· Met the 2014 National Teacher of the Year, Sean McComb (Maryland).

· Was interviewed by Karen Butterfield and videotaped for the CCSSO blog, “Amplifying the Teacher Leader Voice: Impact on Practice, Policy, and the Profession.”

· Submitted my National Teacher of the Year application.

· Visited Grosse Pointe North High School and learned about their Digital Seminar class where students are designing and executing 3D printing. 

· Keynote speaker for the Grosse Pointe Schools K-12 staff on the theme of Making Connections.

· Helped to select the Michigan Superintendent of the Year with the Michigan Association of School Administrators (MASA). 

· Presented at the AdvancEd Conference at Suburban Showplace in Novi, with a session on Reading Strategies and a session on Math Fact Fluency, and introduced State Superintendent Mike Flanagan for his keynote speech.

· Visited Edison Elementary in the Fraser School District to learn about their 21st Century Learning initiatives.

· Spent the day at Adrian College speaking with students in their education program.

· Was selected by America Achieves for the Michigan Educator Voice Fellowship.

· The proof for my book, Diary of a Real Bully, will arrive soon.  Superintendent Flanagan was gracious enough to provide a quote for the back cover of the book.
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