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Many Michigan high school grads not ready for
college, data show
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Top 15 metro high schools in college readiness

Students who score at least 18 in English, 22 in math, 21 in reading and 24 in science are
considered college ready by the ACT. Here are the results of the Class of 2011,
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At more than half of Michigan's high schools, fewer than 10% of students graduating this spring are
college ready, according to data released today that for the first time measures the extent of college
readiness at every high school in the state.

The analysis by the Michigan Department of Education underscores that graduation rates are not a
reflection of the quality of education kids are getting. It raises "grave concern" that students are
graduating without the skills to succeed, said Martin Ackley, spokesman for the MDE.



"Where is the value of that high school diploma if the students walk out the door not knowing how to
read and write or do basic math and science?" Ackley asked.

The MDE used as its yardstick rigorous standards developed by the ACT, which measures students in
English, math, reading and science.

The results were dismal even for some elite schools in metro Detroit, with barely half their students
considered college-ready.

The data was released at the same time the state begins raising the standards for the Michigan Merit
Exam and the MEAP.

It's tough to get kids college-ready

It's consistently one of the top-ranked high schools in the nation. Now a new distinction sets the
International Academy in Bloomfield Hills apart from its peers.

At the school, 73% of the students who last spring took the Michigan Merit Exam -- which includes the
ACT -- were considered college-ready, the highest percentage among 823 high schools in the state.

Other high schools fared far worse, reinforcing concerns state officials have raised for years that Michigan
schools are not adequately preparing students for college.

The data, released today by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), is the first attempt to give a
school-by-school analysis.

In the past, the only college-readiness data available was statewide averages on the ACT. That average
has hovered around 19%.

To determine college readiness, the state used standards developed by ACT, which defines it as scoring -
- out of a top score of 36 -- an 18 in English, 22 in math, 21 in reading and 24 in science.

Database: See how college-ready the
students at your Michigan high school are

At more than half the state’s high schools, fewer than 10% of the students set to graduate this spring
were considered college-ready.

College readiness is defined as the percentage of students that meet the following four minimum scores
on the ACT: 18 on English, 22 on math, 21 on reading and 24 on science.

Search Detroit Free Press Database

Nationwide, 24% of 2010 high school graduates were considered college-ready, with a little under half of
high school students taking the test. In Michigan, all public high school students take the test and about
19% met college-ready benchmarks.

Source.: Michigan Department of Education
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Mich. high school grad rates up; many not ready
for jobs, college

Analysis finds students are not proficient in basic skills

MIKE WILKINSON AND JENNIFER CHAMBERS
The Detroit News

An increasing number of Michigan high schools are doing a good job graduating students — but dozens
are handing out diplomas to students woefully unprepared to find a job or go to college, a state analysis
of new data shows.

Although the statewide graduation rate increased this year, to 76 percent, a number of schools had large
majorities of graduates who failed to reach proficiency in math, reading or science, raising questions
about social promotions and the academic standards set by districts.

"My concern is that many schools have very high graduation rates and very low student proficiency
rates," state school Superintendent Michael Flanagan said in a statement. "This means that students in
some schools are graduating without the educational foundation needed for success in college or the
workplace."

The state Education Department presented the analysis, comparing graduation rates from the class of
2010 to those students' scores on the spring 2009 Michigan Merit Exam. Even taking into account that
students continue to learn up until graduation, many schools showed substantial gaps between students'
merit exam proficiency and their graduation rates.

Of the 568 schools that had graduation rates higher than 80 percent, 64 schools — 11 percent — had
student bodies in which fewer than 30 percent were proficient in math. Another third of those schools
had proficiency rates between 30 percent and 50 percent.

"We want all students to graduate high school, but they need to graduate with a level of knowledge that
will prepare them for success after high school,” Flanagan said.

At Mumford High School in Detroit, for example, 89 percent of students graduated in 2010. A year earlier,
however, only 6.4 percent of those students were considered proficient in math and just 10.5 percent
were proficient in science. At Warren Fitzgerald, the 2010 graduation rate was 93.2 percent, while the
math proficiency was only 26.9 percent. And at Southfield High School, the graduation rate was 94.1
percent, while 19.6 percent were considered math proficient.

Statewide, 49 percent of the class of 2010 was proficient in math, 60 percent in reading and 56 percent
in science.

Federal and state laws require public schools to assess students at certain grade levels. The Michigan
Merit Exam is given each spring to 11th-grade students, assessing them in reading and writing, math,
science and social studies.


http://detnews.com/article/20110222/SCHOOLS/102220325

Gaps could worsen

But the results on the merit exam do not affect a student's ability to graduate. Instead, Michigan requires
that students pass four credits each of math and English language arts, three credits each of science and
social studies, two credits of world language, one credit each of health/physical education and
visual/performing arts and one online course. Each district determines what is considered a passing
grade.

Jan Ellis, a spokeswoman for Flanagan, said the analysis is part of an effort to more closely look at
education data — test scores, graduation rates and demographics — and the relationships between them.

"The whole education community is looking at proficiency and return on investment and making sure that
kids are college and career-ready," she said.

The gaps could get worse because state officials recently agreed to raise the benchmark levels.

Robert Bobb, emergency financial manager for Detroit Public Schools, said Monday he supports the new
standards for education set by the Michigan Legislature, but he would recommend the state consider
changing the testing dates for MEAP from October to spring, which he says is a better time to assess how
much students have learned.

Bobb also said the changes may cause some initial slippage in test scores, but the long-term benefits will
be more significant.

"We must do more to raise the level of rigor to ensure our students are prepared for college and ready to
compete against students from states with higher standards," Bobb said in a statement. "DPS is
implementing a much more demanding curriculum under a five-year academic plan that we believe has
already begun to lay the groundwork for meeting higher testing standards."

Comparisons questioned

A number of schools in the region recorded high graduation rates and high test scores. At Rochester
Adams, 99.3 percent of the students graduated and 86.8 percent were proficient in math — the highest
in the region. Another 87.4 percent were proficient in reading and 82.5 percent in science.

Some schools questioned the comparisons, arguing that many students are not focused on the merit
exam because it does not affect graduation.

"It's more of whether or not they need it for their future. If not, what's the incentive for them?" said
Keith Wunderlich, superintendent of the New Haven Community Schools.

New Haven had an 89.9 percent graduation rate, but just 16.9 percent of students were proficient in
math and 28.9 percent were proficient in science.

Wunderlich said the predicament is frustrating for administrators but isn't necessarily an indication of how
well a student is doing in high school.

Students planning to go to a four-year university may make more of an effort on the ACT or the merit
exam than students who may not have plans for college or have elected to go to a community college,
where it isn't necessary, he said.

Detroit News Staff Writer Christine Ferretti contributed.
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County/district/type County/school

Oakland Courty
Charter Academy of Oak Park 893 0 135 44 1.7 336
AGBU Aleee-Marie Mancogian School 952 48.5 758 455 364 879

Avondale 983 689 579

Huron Valey  Mifford 959 900 941 869 634 795 78 633 884

lokelsnd 945 879 921 883 541 737 674 562 B35
Lake Orion Lake Orion Communty 968 @25 9.1 934 68.6 80 743 612 911
Lamphere Lamphere 923 877 845 844 533 613 548 427 709
Madison ‘Madson 913 816 872 752 155 429 258 195 652
Novi Ned .97 923 %7 974 80.5 831 786 685 897
Oak Park Qak Park 908 887 8.0  86.1 8 288 16 145 478
Oxford odord 964 915 936 900 B0 738 653 50  B6.3
Pontiac Potisc 835 647 782 826 55 207 113 78 307
Rochester Rochester Adams 993 972 988 978 868 674 825 77 927

South Lyon

Southfield 26.3 542 394 34 734
19.6 49 31 202 6886

Troy 80.5 837 771 7B5 G925
76.9 824 T76.7 716 B89

Walled Lake 58.2 737 63.3 549 821

... WeedlseCewa 953 938 950 941 _ 45 20 45 34 662 747 696 588 857

Waterford 45,2 65.6 61.8 401 858

West Bloomfield  West Bloomfield 66.2 787 676 606 848
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2010 208 2008 2007 2010 208 2008 2007 Math  Reading Sclence Writing Swdes

County/district/type County/school

Macomb County
AnchorBay  AnchorBay 935 914 906 907 = 63 16 70 60 534 716 666 512 | 841
Armada ‘Amada 804
Center Line Centerline 789
Chippewa Valley  Dakota 844
ChippewaValley 82
Clintondale Clntondgle 64.6
East Detroit [East Detroit 61.7
Fitzgarald 67.1
Fraser =1

Richmond Community Richmond Community
Romeo Community Romeo

South La
Utica Community  Eisenhower

Adldl Stevenson

LUtica B1.1

Henry Ford Il 85.2
Van Dyke ‘bmeoh 54.4
‘Warren Consolidated SterlingHeigts 982 929 956 956 1.8 28 15 25 457 595 46 422 748

Cousino 81

WarrenMow 74.5
Warren Woods 'Warren Woods Tower 813
. T : ot *
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2010 2009 2008 2007 010 2009 2008 2007 Math  Reading Sclence Writing Swudies

Livingston County

Brighton Brighton 942 94.3 9.7 837 5.6 1.0 26 4.8 76.4 84.8 816 645 943
Fowlervile  Fowlenile 964 967 938 960 32 17 35 30 - 433 718 635 479 878
Hartland Hartland 993 973 979 983 0.2 0.5 0.5 1.0 712 784 781 h85 906
Howell Howell 915 89.6 870 863 82 9.4 7.6 91 59,7 704 66.6 467 857
Charter Kensington Woods 66.3 25 38.8 56.3 475 333 728
Pinclnay Pinckney Community 965 a1.2 899 952 35 2.8 3.4 3.2 61.1 749 749 51 874

* Taken in spring 2009
Source: Mahigan Deparmen of Eucstion The Detrait News
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County/dstrictitype Countyschool Soclal
2010 2009 2008 2007 2010 2009 208 2007 Math  Reading Sclence Writing Studes

Wayne County

Charter Academy for Business and Technology B36% 2.6% 359% 211% 103% 36.5%
Academy of Inkster 873 3.7 370 148 148 518
Aisha Shule/WEB Dubois Prep. Academy School 625 200 250 60O
Allen Park 724 687 473 874
(Casa Richard Academy 407 148 111 630

 Gherry Hill School of Performing Arts 198 4.2 42 2986

Harper Woods Harper' 449 347 263 @602

Crestwood Crestwood 696 601 470 866

Dearbom Dearborn 792 B85 b43 BBES
[Edsel Ford 708 611 448 857
[Fordson 60.3 451 308 6B2

Dearbomn Heights

Detroit

Charter

Ecorse

Flat Rock

Garden City

Gibraltar

Grosse le

Grosse Pointe

Hamtramck

Highland Park
Huron School
Lincoln Park
Livenia

Charter
Morthville

Westwood

Wyandotte

Wayne-Westland Community School John Glenn

Wayne Memorial

Woodhaven-Brownstown Woodhaven

Roosevelt



