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The following is a summary of items addressed by the State Board of Education, with web links to electronic versions of those items—as provided to the State Board.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Presentation on the 2007-2008 Annual Report of the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers 
This report has been prepared in accordance with a charge of the State Board to the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers (PSCT) to provide an annual report of activities accomplished during the year.  At its April meeting, the Board will receive the annual report and be asked to approve extending the terms of the PSCT members.
Presentation on the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification Results for 2007-2008


The Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) basic skills and content tests are required for teacher certification in Michigan.  The MTTC content tests are intended to improve the quality of Michigan teachers.  Content tests are developed using standards that are aligned with and support Michigan’s K-12 Curriculum Framework and Benchmarks, as well as Grade Level Content Expectations, High School Content Expectations, and with national professional specialized associations’ standards.

The report provides individual teacher preparation institutions and aggregate content-area test pass percentages for 2007-09 as well as the three-year comparison cumulative pass rates for 2005-06 through 2007-08.

Presentation on Budget Recommendations for 2009-2010 

Department staff highlighted the executive budget recommendations for the Michigan Department of Education and State School Aid.  The information highlighted the fact that education remains high on the Governor’s priority list and includes funding to support the Board’s goal to attain substantial and meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with primary emphasis on high priority schools and students.  Charts shared at the meeting are attached.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
The Superintendent provided the State Board with information on the following grants that have been awarded by the MDE.
· 2007-2008 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology (Category II) – Amendment


· 2009-2010 Expansion Grants for Sponsoring Organizations of Day Care Homes – Initial 
· 2008-2009 Special Projects Grants Under Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Secondary Perkins State Leadership – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Regional Assistance to High Priority Schools – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Section 41, Bilingual Education Grant – Initial 
· 2008-2009 Title I Accountability/School Improvement – Amendment 
· 2007-2008 Title III – Immigrant Grant Program – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Title III – English Language Acquisition Program – Initial 
· 2008-2009 Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Title II, Part A – Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting – Amendment 

· 2008-2009 Title II, Part D – Enhancing Education Through Technology – Amendment 
· 2008-2009 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology (Category II) – Initial and Continuation
In addition, the Superintendent notified the Board of recent property transfer decisions and a teacher certification revocation decision. 

REPORT OF MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Mrs. Jennifer Haberling, 2008-09 Michigan Teacher of the Year, provided a report on her activities over the last month both in her Hudsonville classroom and as Michigan Teacher of the Year.
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

Evaluation of Superintendent of Public Instruction and Approval of Addendum to the Agreement Between Board and the Superintendent 

Following a positive evaluation by the members of the State Board of Education, the Board approved an addendum to the agreement between the Board and Mike Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction, to extend his employment to May 1, 2012.
Approval of 2008 Public School Academy Report to the Legislature 
This report was first presented to the Board at its February 2009 meeting.  Modifications have been made to the report as a result of that discussion.  This report fulfills a statutory obligation for the Board to summarize charter school experience for the Legislature.   The Board postponed action on the item until staff has an opportunity to review late-arriving information received from Western Michigan University.
Approval of MEAP-Access Format for Implementation 
In February, staff presented information on the new MEAP-Access assessment and indicated that the Board would be asked to approve a format for the assessment in March.  This item provides the Board with a summary of the results from the MEAP-Access pilot.  The Board approved the use of a 3-choice Multiple Choice format for MEAP-Access for fall 2009 and beyond.
Presentation on and Approval of Modifications to the Grade 3-8 MEAP Writing Assessments 
In order to address issues with the writing portion of the MEAP, the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability staff has needed to make technical adjustments to resolve the issues.  The issues stem mostly from the test being the shortest, and therefore least precise, of MEAP assessments.  Limits on the test’s length also have limited the ability to achieve broad and consistent coverage of grade level content standards in writing.  
The Board approved changing the MEAP writing assessment from administration in grades 3-8 to administration in grades 4 and 7 and field testing new writing assessments in grades 4 and 7 in fall 2009 in lieu of operational assessments, with implementation of the new writing assessments in fall 2010.
State and Federal Legislative Update 

The Board was provided with a legislative update since its February meeting.  The report included information on state initiatives including compulsory attendance age, consolidation of services at the intermediate school district level, and school aid and MDE budgets; and federal initiatives including economic recovery funds, and the FY 2010 federal budget proposal.  
Discussion Regarding 2009 NASBE Award Nominations
The Board has been asked by the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) to submit nominations for the 2009 Policy Leader of the Year Award, Distinguished Service Award, and Friend of Education Award.  No suggestions were made at the meeting, but Board members were asked to submit nominations to the Board office for consideration at the April 14, 2009 meeting.
Approval of Criteria Related to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
The Board approved criteria for the following grant programs:
· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:  Targeted LEA Stabilization Grant 

This grant provides for a State Fiscal Stabilization Fund with the express purpose of providing fiscal relief to the states to prevent tax increases and cutback in critical education and other services.  States must use 81.8% of the allocated funds to support elementary, secondary, and higher education.  

· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant 

This grant provides funds to support the purchase of food service equipment necessary to operate the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).

· Enhancing Education Through Technology, Title II, Part D, Competitive Programs 

This grant program will assist local education agencies or eligible local partnerships in implementing and supporting comprehensive, technology-based solutions in elementary and secondary schools, both inside and outside the traditional classroom, to improve student academic achievement and the use of data and educational technology as effective tools for improving teaching and learning.

CONSENT AGENDA
As part of its consent agenda, the State Board approved criteria for the following grant programs:

· Approval of Criteria for the United States Department of Agriculture Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Grant 

· Approval of Criteria for Central Assessment Lending Library 

The Board also approved Program Standards for the Preparation of Central Office Administrators, and adopted the following resolutions:


· Regarding Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust (April 19-26, 2009)
· Regarding Michigan School Nurse Day (May 6, 2009)

This publication is an effort to provide information on State Board of Education meeting highlights.  The Board is interested in your feedback.  Please direct your feedback to Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, at hamiltone@michigan.gov. 
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