FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

From Maurice S. Henderson

Business Professionals of America

Eastern Michigan University

208 King Hall

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

734.487.1700

maurice.henderson@emich.edu

Michigan BPA Tops Own #1 Record at National Leadership Conference in California!
The Michigan Association of Business Professionals of America continued to reign and remained on top as winning the most awards than any other state in attendance at the 2010 BPA National Leadership Conference on May 5-9, in Anaheim, California.

During this year’s conference, Michigan broke several records in its continuation of winning the most awards than any other state. Michigan’s Secondary Division won 98 awards in the top 10, with 38 in the top 3. Our Postsecondary Division won 92 in the top 10, with 25 in the top 3.
This year, our Secondary Division won the most awards in the top 3 than any other year. The most awards received in one year was 103 in the top 3 which was attained in 2009 in Dallas, Texas. In addition, this year our Postsecondary Division won the most awards than any previous year. These statistics are based upon results since the 1994 BPA National Leadership Conference.

There were 5,600 participants during the 2010 national conference with 27 different states represented. Michigan had 551 participants in attendance.

Here are some significant highlights from amongst Michigan’s winners:

· Brandon Strong, from Northwood University, represented Michigan well by serving as the National Postsecondary President. He presided over the conference with great ease.
· Stephenson High School won 1st place in the Parliamentary Procedure Team for the 11th year in a row. They also had six out of eight team members win in the Parliamentary Procedure Concepts-Open (individual) event. Amongst the six, they won the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places.
· Mt. Pleasant Area Technical Center had 7 NLC finalists; four of which were in the top three.
·  Ann Arbor Huron High School had 12 national winners with 3 national 1st place winners in Banking & Finance, C++ Programming, and Financial Math & Analysis. They earned the most assessment event awards than any other school in Michigan’s Secondary Division.
· Davenport University-Grand Rapids had a record breaking 66 NLC finalists in the top 10. Their highlight was their back-to-back win as the 2009 and 2010 national champion in the Financial Analyst Team event.
· Joel Yauk from Williamston High School became the 1st place national winner in Fundamentals of Web Design making it a triple-crown victory as the 1st place winner at the regional, state, and national levels for 2009-2010.
· Sturgis High School won 1st place in the Administrative Support Team event for the second year in a row. In addition, they continue to excel in Video Production Team, winning 3rd place this year (1st place in 2009).
· Swan Valley High School continued its reign as the national winner in Web Application Team. They won 1st place in 2009 and 2010.
· The most sentimental win was the 1st place award in Web Site Design Team for St. Louis High School. Being the national winner in this event is not new to them; however, this year was different and quite symbolic. On December 4, 2009, the day of the regional event deadline, team member Josh Bebow was on his way to school to sign the documentation form and put a few finishing touches on the Web site. He was in a tragic car accident and didn’t make it out of the emergency surgery after being airlifted to a Saginaw hospital. We are sure the other team members (Jordan Capen, Nolan Ockert, and Nathan Vanderlugt) strived to win this event in Josh’s honor. 
Congratulations to all the Michigan BPA NLC participants and award winners! 
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