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| "Toying With Wri ng

What's :l: all about?

One of my:concerns, and frustrations, as an educsator was how to get kids-to revise their writing after
they had written their initial rough draft. T often heard comments such as, “1 like my. paper the way 1t
~187or “I revzsed 11: aiready e Wiaen I loeked at my swéents’ wntmg, there was m} v1sxbie 31g11 that

Wntmg and the fevision grocess come ahve m a way that is fun for lﬂds'

How do .-eh:?d}'enz.be::eﬁfﬁ'om-_'-“?'Tay;};gw;rﬁ Wﬁm};ga"

msi:ructxon has 10ng been the educat;onal approash to most cu:mculmn areas, such as: math soclal
stud:es, and science, Now, by usmg toys as cencrete mampuiatwes, chaldren can expenence a more

i "also ﬁnd_' ' haven in the "'i‘oymg w1th Wntmg“ prcgram Children
_-thh spec;ai needs, or chxldren who are at high-risk,  may also benefit froma new and innovative
approach to writing that embraces and supperzs a more concrete and expenennal learnmg style.

Why is "Toym_q mfh erfmg mare rhan Just fun?

"‘Teymg wﬁh Wntmg s more than Just fun’ It has a strong research base that suppm“ts the prermses

'When stretched o its maximum Iength,' an easy. 'connectmn to wrltmg is that atun-on Sentence
operates in the same mmer If a mn«»on sentence is strctche‘d‘ out to its. maxnnum Iength the

| B - ;kmesthetxc connecﬁon toa speczﬁc abstract vmtmg skzll In effect, the teacher has tapped intothe -

multiple mteihgences of children and provzded a memory hook for the recall of the writing skill.



"Toying With Writing"
Meeting the Research

The *Toying With Writing" program aligns with current educational research and pedagogy. The
following research and educational structures may be applied to the use of this approach:

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE THEORY
N. White, T. Blythe, & H. Gardner, “Multiple Intelligences Theory” , 1992

“Experienced and successful teachers often cater to a range of students by teaching each part of
the curriculum in many different ways.”

"If students are to develop the full range of their potential, they need to be exposed early and often to
a wide variety of activities and materials.”

Implication of Multiple Intelligence Theory for " Toying With Writing"

By teaching writing skills in a “different way," teachers are able to tap into the intellectual strengths of
students within their classroom. Toying With Writing is that “different way”. Toying With Writing allows
students to utilize their “body knowledge”, “visual imagination”, and "symbolic language" to understand
writing concepts.

BRAIN-BASED LEARNING
Caine, R.N. and Caine, G., (1994) “Making Connections-Teaching and the Human Brain

“Metaphors are intrinsic to the construction of new knowledge and at the heart of the acquisition of felt
meaning. ™

“When we expand learning from what the child knows already, then we can readily include new

facts, ideas and skills. Ignoring the child’s natural memory is to ignore what that child can bring
to the learning.”

Implication of Brain-Based Learning for "Toying With Writing"

By teaching writing with toy-metaphors, students are able to access their prior knowledge and add to the
schema they already have in place. Toying With Writing allows students to apply known, brain-based
strategies to the learning of new writing concepts. In effect, toys become “memory-hooks” for the brain.

UNDERSTANDING LEARNING
Ruby K. Payne, Ph.D. “Understanding Learning - the How, the Why, the What," 2002

“Mental models- Are how the mind holds abstract information - Often explain * the why’ of things working
the way they do - Tell the structure, purpose, or pattern - Are held in the mind as stories, analogies, or
two-dimensional drawings - Collapse the amount of time it takes to teach something.”

By teaching writing with mental models, students are able to retain abstract information in a meaningful way.

Implication of Understanding Learning for "Toying With Writing"

Toying With Writing allows students to apply the “3 M” (Mental Model Metaphor) approach to abstract and
unknown writing concepts. Toys allow students to be exposed to new learning by understanding “the How™,
“the Why™ and “the What," through a known medium. They can then use this patterning information for the

writing process. '




Michigan Writing GLCE's - Grades K-6
Toying With Writing Applications
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Mini

Nouns

Verbs

Subject& Predicate Relationship
Beginning Capitalization
Declarative Sentences
Exclamatory Sentences
Quotations

Possessive Concept

Combiniog Sentences

Run-On Sentences

.

Adding Description

Synonyms

Topic Focus

Main Idea/Supporting Details

Parts of a Paper

Introduction/Conclusion Linkage

oying Wi Wing:
-Lessons for a Kid's World

Six-Trait Connections

CONNECTION

Ideas {specificity)
Conventions

Sentence Fluency (complete sentences)
Word Choice (stronger verbs)
Gonventions

Sentence Fluency
: Word Cheice {action verbs)
Conventions

Conventions

Sentence Fluency
Voice

Sentence Fluency
Voice

Conventions
Sentence Fluency

Conventions
Sentence Fluency

Sentence Fluency

Sentence Fluency- -
Conventions

ldeas (adding specific details)
Word Choice (descriptions)

Word Choice (exact language)

Ideas
Organization

Ideas
Organization

Organization

Organization

Have FUN "Toying with Writing"! Visit our website at www _toyingwithwriting.com




LESSON

Writing on the Line

Word Spacing
Sentence Structure

Run-On Seniences
Commas
Possessives
Conjunctions

Paragraphing

Sequencing

: %
Main Idea /Supporting Details
Introduction, Body, Conclusion
Writing Structure

Varying Leads

Adding Description

Toying With Wriﬁng Too/Two
More Mini-Lessons for a Kid's World

Six-Trait Connections

CONNECTION

Presentation/Conventions (overall look)
Organization

Conventions/Presentation (overall look)
Organization
Seuntence Fluency

Conventions

‘Sentence Fluency

Sentence Fluency
Conrventions

Sentence Fluency
Conventions

Sentence Fluency
Conventions

Sentence Fluency
Conventions

1deas
Organization
Conventions (indenting)

Organization

ldeas

Organization

Organization

Organization

Organization (kinds of leads)
Sentency Fluency

Voice

Ideas (specificity)

Fluency
Voice

Have FUN "Toying with Writing"! Visit our website at www_toyingwithwriting.com
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"Toying With Writing"

Nancy Herta has been a classroom teacher for Kearsley Community Schools for
the past eleven years, and she currently teaches fifth grade students within this district.
She has a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Teaching from Michigan State University
and has also completed post-masters work through Marygrove College in Detroit,
Michigan. Nancy’s experience and degree in curriculum planning has allowed her to
have a working knowledge of effective curriculum design and development which has
resulted in the creation of the co-authored Toying with Writing ® program.

Ms. Herta is the co-writer of two books entitled Toying with Writing:
Mini-Lessons for a Kid’s World and Toying with Writing Too/Two: More
Mini-Lessons for a Kid’s World. In addition, Nancy has a published an independent
article in the Michigan Reading Journal (Fall 2001/Vol. 34:1) entitled “Toying with
Writing: Thinking Like Children”. These writings have been utilized by educators
across the United States to enhance their writer’s workshops and to make meaningful
connections for children.

As a published author and curriculum designer, Nancy has been hired to provide
numerous schools and districts with professional development opportunities. Along
with these appearances, Nancy has shared her co-authored Toying with Writing ®
program at various educational conferences across the country. Nationwide, educators
have embraced her ideas and seen the implications of research-based practice embedded
within fun mini-lessons that kids enjoy doing. Ms. Herta has developed many different
workshops of various lengths for educators to enjoy and makes a point of customizing
these presentations to the needs of the educators who attend her sessions. FUN is
always an important part of her teaching style and toy/lesson giveaways add to the
enjoyment of her professional development opportunities.

Nancy Herta has also been an adjunct writing professor for the University of
Michigan-Flint where she taught undergraduate students, and has also taught graduate
level classes for Performance Learning Systems. These adjunct positions have allowed
her to stay current and well-versed in pedagogical best practice and the latest
educational research. She makes a point to connect this research to national writing
standards and her Toying with Writing ® program. Nancy believes that a strong,
research-driven program is doubly effective when it allows children to have fun while
meeting educational standards and benchmarks.

In addition to her teaching of both children and adults, Nancy has also traveled
extensively throughout the United States as an educational consultant in the field of
writing. She has presented her “Toying with Writing” program at conferences in
numerous states, including: Michigan, Indiana, California, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Wisconsin, Texas, and many more. '



- International Conferences

Greater Edmonton Teachers: Confe;:ence Association - Aiberta, Canada

 National Conferences

Assoclat[on for Superv;smn and. Cumcuimn Development (ASCD).
North Central Association Conference
National Council of Teachers of English -

Regional Conferences
International Readmg Asseezatzon -Bastern:
International Reading Association - Great lakes
International Reading Association - Plains
International Reading Association = Southwest

State Conferences

Michigan " Kentucky California Indiana
Tennessee Ohio Texas Wisconsin

Organizations
Michigan Summer Literacy Conference:
Michigan Association of Public: School Academies
Michigan Education Association
Michigan Student. Education Association.
Michigan Altermative Education Association .
Michigan Council of Teachers of English
Michigan State University Brlgh{: Ideas Conference
" (enesee County Curriculum Couneil.
Bullshiead, Arizona ISD Reading Council -
Spring Arbor College Teacher’s Cenference
- ‘Kent County Reading Association.
Bay-Arenac Reading Association

School Districts |

Alpena, MI Hazel Park, MI Forest Hills, M1
Escanaba, M- Flushing; Ml _ Deatborn Academy, MI
Muskego;, MI . Nashville, TN. "~ Notth Branch, Ml
White Lake, MI: ' ”Delta«-Sehoolemﬁ, MI , ‘Columbus; IN

Denver, IN' ‘Peru, IN - - _ U Cmeinnati, OH




