Assessment Tip Sheet
National Health Science Assessment

Career Cluster: 
Programs:
26.0102

Biotechnology Medical Services

51.0000

Health Sciences

51.1000

Diagnostic Services

51.0707

Health Informatics

 Assessment Description:  
The National Health Science Assessment and Certificate Program (NHSA) is a certificate program offered by the National Consortium for Health Science Education (NCHSE) and it measures student mastery of basic skills and knowledge that workers in all aspects of the health industry need to know.  The assessment satisfies the technical skills assessment requirement in state and federal legislation.

Test Vendor Website  

http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program
Content Areas Covered by the Assessment:  The NHSA is based on the National Healthcare Foundation Standards and Accountability Criteria.  The foundation standards covered are as follows: academic foundation, communications, systems, employability skills, legal responsibilities, ethics, safety practices, teamwork, health maintenance practices, technical skills, and  information technology applications.  The assessment program includes the following components: portfolio (optional), pre-test (optional), and the post-test.  

How many Questions are on the assessment and is the assessment timed?
The assessments are delivered online and provide immediate results feedback.  Both the pre- and post-test consist of 100 multiple-choice test items that align directly to the National Healthcare Foundation Standards.  There is no time limit. However, students must complete the assessment in one sitting.  It is not a save as you go assessment.   Please see the following link for additional information on the number of items on the test.  http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/basic-information
Who must take the assessment?

Students enrolled in the state-approved CTE programs listed above whom either:

1) Completed the program in the current school year (have completed all 12 segments)
-OR-

2) Are program concentrators (completed more than half the program – 7 or more segments and who will leave school at the end of the current school year.
What is the procedure to order assessments?
Please click on the link http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/Quick%20ReferenceHealth_10102012.pdf for specific instructions on how to order the National Health Science Assessment.  Please expect a 4 day wait period between placing your order and being able to administer assessments to participants.

How much does the assessment cost?  

$15.00 per assessment (online administration)   Districts will be reimbursed $3.00 for each assessment due to consortium membership.

How is the assessment administered?
The assessment is administered online.  Please click on the link http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/site-administrators-proctors-csa for a Quick Reference guide, a User’s Manual and other helpful documents to administer the assessment.

How much time do students have to take each test?
The students have an unlimited amount of time to complete the test.  The test is not timed; however, it must be completed in one sitting.  The student cannot log off and log back on to finish the assessment.  The average student takes about 90 minutes to complete the assessment.
Are practice tests available?
Sample questions and a practice test is available.  Please click on the link http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/student-information-nchse for more information.

What is the testing window?
There is no specific window for the Post Test.  The Pre Test deadline for order is January 31 with a testing deadline of February 30.
Is Training Available for Site Coordinators, Proctors?
There is no training necessary for Site Coordinators/Proctors. The only requirement is that they not be instructors in the health science areas.  There is a proctor script online to be read to the participants on the day of testing.  Please click on the link http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/site-administrators-proctors-csa for Quick Reference guide, a User’s Manual, and other helpful documents.
How do I access technical support? 

There is a link on the website www.healthsciencetest.com called Tech Specs.  Everyone should read this link and forward to the Tech people at their site to be sure all instructions have been completed prior to testing.  If on the day of testing a student needs to have their login reset, please call 405-743-5403 or 405-743-5160 for immediate assistance.  The same numbers can be called for any technical issues that may come up.

Information about Exam Accommodations:
There are not any exam accommodations.  However, please abide by state/school guidelines for accommodations.  If you must have a reader that is not a proctor, they must sign a confidentiality form that can be found on the website under Forms/Templates. www.healthsciencetest.com  If extended time is required, arrangements must be made so that the student completes the test in one sitting.  There is no time limit on the assessment.  However, the Information Technology department may need to extend the unbroken connection to a website without activity for an unlimited amount of time for that student (listed on the Tech Specs link of the website).
Non-English Languages Available:

The assessment is not available in other languages.
How are reports accessed?
Site Coordinators can access all data for the specific site.  Each instructor can access data for their students only.  All reports that can be ran are explained with screen shots in the User’s Manual.  Also at the end of the testing season (late July to mid August) each state department of education that is a member of the National Consortium will receive an overall report for their state which will also include national statistics.  Michigan will receive this overall report.  
What is a passing score on the assessment? 

The NHSA cut score is 70%.

Who should teachers contact with questions about instruction?

Teachers should contact their local CTE director or CEPD CTE administrator with questions about instruction. The OCTE website also has information about instruction: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_2629_53970---,00.html or you may also direct questions to the state program consultant for their program area. The state program consultant for Health Science is 

Denise Teague.  She can be reached at 517-335-0381.

Who should assessment coordinators contact with questions?
Test Coordinators may call CareerTech Test Center’s toll free number at 1-800-522-5810.  Please see the following link for  contact information.  http://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/testing/national-health-science-assessment-and-certification-program/contact-us-nchse
Who should assessment coordinators contact with questions about State of Michigan Technical Skills Assessments policy questions?

Valerie Felder 517-335-1066 FelderV@michigan.gov 

