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	FAMILY Engagement

	Parent(s)
	Grandparents and other family members

	
	Deeper level of commitment and participation

	
	Focus on implementation and building school capacity in responding to the needs of low-income parents

	
	Local parent information and resource centers (PIRCS)

	
	Adaptations to cultural differences

	Homework
	Home learning; material and training for parents; languages parents can understand

	Parent meetings
	Allow ample time for questions and comments

	Newsletters
	Ongoing personal communication

	Parent teacher conferences
	Two parent-teacher conferences a year isn’t enough; bring questions; create follow-up plans; engage families in understanding data and course work

	Educational workshops
	Prepared school staff; focus on training school staff on reaching and working with parents

	School choice
	Focus on engaging parents productively in strengthening existing schools

	School compact
	Strengthened and implemented; starting point for specific collaborative action

	Community involvement
	Resources and funding; support services; parental assistance; political pressure; accountability; community organizations should help parents hold schools accountable

	Evaluation
	Knowledge and skills gained by parents rather than percent served (participation)




Excerpted from The Handbook on Family and Community Engagement.
www.families-schools.org/downloads/FACEHandbook.pdf
