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	Disposition: Transformational Thinking 

Big Ideas
· decision/indecision

· action/inaction

· consequences/forward thinking

· vision

· decision-making process (chess, buying a car, deciding 
· decisions in the course of history 

Theme

· Bias skews all decisions, actions and thoughts.
· Decisions, based on data, are filtered by our beliefs.

· appearance vs. reality
· loyalty vs. betrayal
· Decisions determine destiny
· Flawed data (appearances, propaganda) leads to inappropriate decisions.
Focus Questions

· What kinds of information do I need to make an informed decision?

· How do I evaluate the information?

· Why is it important to weigh options before making decisions?

· How can forward thinking help me make better decisions?
· How can a person see beyond appearances to discover the hidden truths about others?

· What does it take to reverse decisions?

· Are there decisions that require so much forward thinking that human’s need the memory support of technology?
· Even with all the available data, how do I know when I’ve made the right decision?

· What are the filters through which I evaluate decisions?

· When does language reflect or construct reality?

· How does imagery make things more real, or make a particular version of reality more convincing?

Essential Questions

· Which decisions I make today will affect me for my entire life?
· How do I develop a realistic plan for the future?

· How can I invent new opportunities?

· How will knowing how decisions are made help me plan for your life?
· When is loyalty to myself, and my own values, more important than loyalty to a friend? 
· Can one (apparently) have all the right information and make the wrong decision?
Quotation(s)
“To be or not to be, that is the question.”
“Neither a borrower nor a lender be; for loan oft loses both itself and a friend.”

“This above all: to thine own self be true, And it must follow, as the night the day, Thou canst not then be false to any man.”

“There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.”

“What a piece of work is a man! how noble in reason! How infinite in faculty! in form and moving how express and admirable.”

“Thus conscience does make cowards of us all; And thus the native hue of resolution is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought.”

“O, woe is me, to have seen what I have seen, see what I see!”

“Lord, we know what we are, but know not what we may be.”

“The rest is silence.”

“Now cracks a noble heart. Good-night sweet prince, And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!”
“To thine own self be true.”

From The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark  
	Narrative Text
Nickel and Dimed in America by Barbara Ehrenreich
http://www.barbaraehrenreich.com/nickelanddimed.htm
Informational Text
“7-Step Decision Making Model”
http://www.unf.edu/dept/cdc/services/decisio.htm

	Media
Texts
Excerpts from 
Shakespeare in Charge: The Bard’s Guide to Leading and Succeeding on the Business Stage

N. Augustine and K. Adelman

“Prologue” (xi-xviii)
“Act V Crisis Management” (167-207) Clausius’ crisis management skills – ten lessons on how to act in a crisis

“Epilogue” (209-219)

Excerpts from

Profiles in Audacity: Great Decisions and How They Were Made

Alan Axelrod.
Poetry

College/Work Application Process
“Who Needs Harvard”

Gibbs, N. and Thornburgh, N.

Time 21 Aug 2006: 37-45.
Essays

“With a Little Help from Your Mom” Carol Jago

http://www.englishcompanion.com/room82/college/jagocolumn.html
“Guidelines for Letters of  Recommendation” Jim Burke (chart)

http://www.englishcompanion.com/room82/college/recletterform.html
CareerForward Course

accessible through Michigan Learnport
College application timeline

(SAT I and/or ACT)

http://www.wilsonhs.org/admin/guidancebook/12-collegeapplicationtline.htm
ACT College Planning

http://www.actstudent.org/college/index.html
ACT Career Planning

http://www.actstudent.org/wwm/index.html
ACT College/VocTech Search Tool

http://www.act.org/college_search/fset_col_search.html
ACT print and electronic review materials

Internet Links to Resources

Decision Making

“Steps to Decision Making”

The Wall Street Journal :Classroom Edition. 25 June 2006.

http://info.wsj.com/classroom/worksheet/wsjce.decision.grid.pdf
“Steps to Effective Decision Making Worksheet” The Wall Street Journal: Classroom Edition. 27 June 2006.

http://wsjclassroom.com/pdfs/wkst_decision.pdf
Motivation and Goal Setting
http://www.coun.uvic.ca/learn/program/hndouts/goals.html
College/Career Planning
http://www.collegecountdownkit.com/goalsetting.htm
http://www.employmentspot.com/features/choosecareer.htm
http://www.firn.edu/doe/programs/cd_lesson.htm
Self-Inventory
http://www.ncwiseowl.org/kscope/techknowpark/Secret/Welcome.html
Poetry, Essays, and Other Works from the Time Period


	Genre Study 
Literary Elements
Literary Devices
Historical/Cultural
· decisions based on time period
Critical Perspectives

	Genre Study
Characteristics of

· magazine article

· news clip

· college planning charts/guides
· college application essays
· decisions-making models
Expository Elements
· structure

· purpose

· focus

Organizational Patterns
· organization 
· unity 
· coherence 
· procedural
Features
· charts/tables/graphs

Text Criteria

· ACT Characteristics of complex text 

Historical/Cultural
· decisions that changed the world
	Reading
Listening/Viewing
· Find intersections between visual images and verbal communication
· Listen for information that could have resulted in a better decision; take notes while viewing

	Writing to Access Prior Knowledge

· Personal Essay - Write about important decisions for your future

Writing to Learn
· Annotating text (explicit instruction)
· Quotation notebook

Journal Entries recording

· the process used to make an important decision about the future; using the self inventory website and the “7-Step Decision Making Model,”  record your thinking at each step in the process (in preparation for reflective essay)
Writing to Demonstrate Learning
· Written response to focus questions using text support

Essay Options
Reflective Essay
· Cite examples from world and U.S. history of those who failed to recognize the consequences of their actions
· Recount situations in which leaders understood the consequences of their actions but were powerless to alter their destiny 

· Discuss how your life reflects your beliefs; explain conflicts

Comparative Essay
· Answer the question: When does a decision that applies to me not have to apply to all? How is the decision-making process different if the decision affects more than just self?
Persuasive Essay

Research Options

· Research a contemporary figure whose decisions are analogous to  Hamlet’s decision/indecision on important issues and resulted in negative consequences (Colin Powell, Princess Diana, John McCain, Hillary Clinton, President G. W. Bush, or other)
Authentic Writing
· Reflect on the decision-making process you used in making an important decision in your life; include progress you’ve made toward the decision and identify next steps in your process.

· Journal entries detailing college selection and application activities/

   progress/plans

Speaking
· Class discussions about decisions and decision-making
Expressing
· Record your decision-making process on poster paper; use symbols or drawings to emphasize the points you are making
· Display the posters in preparation for a gallery walk in which students review and support the important decisions their peers are making

	Student Goal Setting and Self-Evaluation Strategies

· Maintain writing portfolio

· Reflect on selected journal entry

· Reflect on two pieces of unit writing that represent best effort

· Monitor growth using   literacy indicators

- language fluency

- reading complexity

- modes of discourse

· Evaluate tendency toward  dispositions and their appropriate application

Daily Language Fluency 

Reading

· HSTW/ACT recommendations of 8-10 books per year in ELA class; 25 books per year across the curriculum

Reading Portfolio  recording reading with three levels of support

1. texts/literature studied in class (challenging text in zone of  proximal development – text students couldn’t read without the help of the teacher); anchor, linking texts, and author/poet study 

2. book club groups reading same text from teacher-selected list   (somewhat above comfort level); students choose from list of 5-6 titles that support the unit theme; they read the book outside of class, participate in book club discussions, and write annotated bibliographies and literary response essays

3. independent reading of student-selected text; reading for pleasure outside of class (at comfort level); students write annotated bibliographies

Reading Strategies

· Skim text for essential information

· Think, write, pair, share new texts

· Time reading to determine time commitment for each text

Writing

Vocabulary Development

· words from selections

· academic vocabulary

· technical/specialized  vocabulary

· word etymology and variation

· find current uses in Google News 

Writing Strategies

· process writing

· language appropriate for purpose and audience

· revise own writing using proofreading checklist/rubric

· critique own writing for sophisticated sentence structure

· cite sources using MLA conventions:

www.citationmachine.com
· evaluate own writing

· note taking

Grammar Skills
· identify and eliminate shifts in point of view, tense, etc.
· practice skills for ACT/SAT success
· techniques for achieving spelling accuracy
· comparative and superlative modifiers
· parentheses and dashes
· brackets
· ellipses
· practice correct use of punctuation and

capitalization
    conventions
ACT College Readiness Standards

English

Analyze text for

· Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus

· Organization, Unity, and Coherence

· Word Choice in Terms of Style, Tone, Clarity, and Economy

· Sentence Structure and Formation

· Conventions of Usage

· Conventions of Punctuation

Reading

Analyze text for 

· Main Ideas and Author’s Approach

· Supporting Details

· Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships

· Meanings of Words

· Generalizations and Conclusions

Writing

Write text that

· Expresses Judgments

· Focuses on the Topic

· Develops a Position

· Organizes Ideas

· Uses Language Effectively 

 - conventions (grammar,   usage, mechanics) 

    - vocabulary (precise,   

      varied)

    - sentence structure 
      variety (vary pace, 
      support meaning)
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