
child learning and child 
welfare. 

•Cost effective for school 
districts and community. 

•Parents whose child 
received a developmental 
screening often report 
higher satisfaction ratings 
(Halfon, 2004). 

Beginning with FY 09 leg-
islation, Great Start 
Readiness Program 
(GSRP) grantees are re-
quired to ensure that all 
enrolled children partici-
pate in developmental 
screening as described in 
the Early Childhood Stan-
dards of Quality for Pre-
kindergarten.  There are 
many benefits to includ-
ing developmental 
screening as part of a 
regional recruitment ef-
fort:  

•All children are treated 
equally; no child (or popu-
lation) is being singled 
out. 

•Reduces additional 
stressors on families. 

•Earlier intervention re-
duces the need for spe-
cial education and other 
services later in life. 

•Developmental screen-
ing can be a platform for 
integrating community 
programs and services, 
resulting in improved 

Connect Screening to the GSRP Recruitment Process 

Written Policies and 
Procedures …. 

1. Guarantees consistency 
over time in dealing with 
parents or guardians, chil-
dren, staff, and agencies. 

2. Contributes to program 
credibility. 

3. Includes provision for 
regular review of policies 
and procedures related to 
developmental screening. 

4. Should be included in the 
program Parent Hand-
book, written in a manner 
that is understandable to 
parents. 

Preparing for Developmental Screening 

Developmental 
Screening 

•  The use of a 
brief procedure 
or instrument 
designed to 
identify, from 
within a large 
population of 
children, those 
who may need 
further assess-
ment to verify 
developmental 
and/or health 
risks.  

Office of Early Childhood Education and Family Services January 2009 (517) 373—8483 

GSRP                
Ongoing Child 
Assessment 

•  A process in 
which the 
teacher sys-
tematically 
observes and 
records infor-
mation about 
the child's level 
of development 
and/or knowl-
edge, skills, 
and attitudes in 
order to make 
a determina-
tion about what 
has been 
learned, im-
prove teaching, 
and support 
children's pro-
gress.  

1. Scheduling a screening 
without assessing whether 
recent screening results 
for the child are available.  
Consider collaborating on 
a database. 

2. Scheduling a screening 
when the problem is al-
ready observable by 
trained staff.   When there 
is already a developmental 
profile for a child, or obser-
vations have been docu-
mented, partnering with 
the family to create a re-
ferral may be the appropri-
ate first step. 

3. Ignoring screening results 
as this can delay assis-
tance to the child and 
family.  Good screening 
tools are usually right.  
Delaying attention to a 
concern carries the risk of 
harm. 

4. Relying on informal tools 
which have unknown lev-
els of accuracy.  We would 
never select tools for 
medical tests with un-
known levels of accuracy --
- why ask less of child de-
velopment tools? 

 

Avoid ….  
 
 

The GSRP Screening and 
Assessment Process

GSRP-
ENROLLED 
CHILDREN

Individualized Education 
Program (IEP)

Plan to meet child needs

Comprehensive       
Screening

• Health Status
• Developmental
• Behavioral
• Vision and Hearing

Ongoing Assessment
Documenting to individualize for 

child development and 
monitor/identify concerns

Formal Evaluation
Evaluation and 

determination of eligibility 
for special education

No concern 
identified

Concern 
identified

Does not 
meet 

special ed
criteria

Concern 
identified

Meets 
special 

ed
criteria

Adapted from Head Start Bulletin # 70, 2001.



Written policy should 
include: 
 
• Administration of 

developmental 
screening: what are 
the specific person-
nel roles and meas-
ures of accountabil-
ity? 

 
• Time frame for 

screenings: is the 
plan to accomplish 
this during a Spring 
Recruitment Fair or 
at the GSRP initial 
home visit?  What 
about children who 
enter the program 
later in the year? 

 
• Proper training of 

staff:  including con-
fidentiality and the 
forms or  documen-
tation of screening 
that teachers can 
expect to retain in 
classroom child 
files. 

 
• Availability and use 

of appropriate re-
sources such as fa-
cility, materials, 
staff, screening pro-
tocol, and parent or 
guardian education 
activities. 

 
What is your policy re-
garding … 
 
• Acquiring parent or 

guardian consent? 
 
• Eliciting information 

from and sharing 
results with fami-
lies? 

 
• Strategies for com-

municating with par-
ents who are illiter-
ate or whose native 
language is not Eng-
lish? 

 
• Strategies for com-

municating with 
children whose na-

tive language is not 
English? 

 
Do your policies include  
how developmental 
screening results are 
shared with the local 
education agency?  
These should include: 
 
• local referral proce-

dures and protocol, 
 
• special education 

legalities and time-
lines; and 

 
• preferred methods 

and forms for the 
early childhood pro-
gram to document 
all follow-up results 
of screening for 
GSRP-enrolled chil-
dren, such as diag-
nostic evaluation, 
IEP, and outcome of 
referrals to other 
agencies. 

 

 

and how you want 
them to share infor-
mation about their 
child. 

4. Inform parents if a 
reminder note will be 
sent stating the date 
of the screening and 
any other pertinent 
information. 

5. Parents need to be 
kept informed 

Screening must not take 
place without obtaining 
consent from the parent 
or guardian.  During the 
meeting in which you ob-
tain consent:  
 
1. Sign a release of in-

formation form. 
2. Explain the entire 

screening process. 
3. Share with them why 

throughout the entire 
process. 

 
Consent/release of infor-
mation is also required: 
 
1. For any follow-up or 

diagnostic evaluation. 
2. To share or forward 

assessment results to 
physicians/agencies.  

What is your written policy regarding … 

Consent 

Page 2 Preparing for Developmental Screening 

“Identifying risk or 
disability in a young 
child does little good 
if no provisions have 
been made: 
   - to remedy or 
mediate the 
problem, 
   - to help caregivers 
understand and 
address it, or 
   - to link the early 
available 
information to 
decisions about 
interventions, 
schooling, and 
ongoing attention.” 
 
Snow, C., 
VanHemel, S, 2008.  
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