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Calvin College



070290-110

     James Rooks
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
English Language Arts

The goal of this proposal is to address the English language arts needs of elementary classrooms of a high-need LEA -Grand Rapids Public Schools- and two independent schools. A collaboration of Calvin College’s Departments of Education, English, Communication Arts and Sciences, and Technology partnered with the teachers and administration of Buchanan, Calvin Christian, Coit and Potter’s House, will work together to provide professional development in English Language Arts, using the researched-based Four Blocks approach to literacy.
This effort will focus on three areas: 1) Training educators in the implementation of the Four Blocks Program, 2) Developing a comprehensive language arts curriculum that aligns with the Michigan Curriculum Framework and addresses the needs of diverse student populations, and 3) Building capacity to sustain the program by providing on-going individual assessment, practitioner coaching/mentoring, and implementation of collaborative groups.  A plan to insure the continuation of excellent language arts instruction and curriculum development for pre-service, novice, and veteran teachers following the grant period and mechanisms to provide for the dissemination of the work accomplished are also in place.

Ferris State University

   
070290-108

     Billie Duddles
Amount Awarded:    $184,102
Science

Ferris State University and its Colleges of Education and Human Services and Arts and Sciences are partnering with Mesick Consolidated Schools to offer professional development to its alternative education teachers and other alternative education teachers in the surrounding intermediate school districts and members of MACAE. Assessment findings of the alternative education programs are clear: students are achieving below levels in ELA (reading and writing) and mathematics; and the teachers are not highly qualified. Many of these students have special needs and difficulty socializing. They are often expelled or are potential dropouts. Research findings suggest there are four specific gaps that impede their academic progress: practice gap; vocabulary gap; comprehension gap; and socialization gap. Because these gaps interfere with learning, the alternative education students do not succeed academically, and cannot follow career paths. This proposed project will address those gaps by ensuring highly qualified teachers by delivering classes using multiple delivery systems. It also will prepare teachers to improve reading and mathematics instructional practices and their understanding of the needs of this special student population. The anticipated outcomes will be increased student achievement and highly qualified teachers.

Grand Valley State University
      070290-136

       Jann Joseph
Amount Awarded:    $184,102
Algebra

Grand Valley State University’s Integrated Science Program’s faculty together with our colleagues in the College of Education have a strong collaborative relationship with several schools in west Michigan.  With this project we work with six schools to develop a Sustainable Collaboration to Improve Content, Assessment, Reflections, and science teaching Efficacy (SCI-CARE) of 24middle school teachers.  We will address the specific needs of our partner schools while providing 90 hours of science professional development in life, chemical, physical and earth/space science for teachers.  Our key goal for this project is to develop teams of science teachers and administrators in our LEA schools who are knowledgeable and committed to improving students’ performance in science.  SCI-CARE will be a sustainable resource for in-depth professional development for school science departments in west Michigan.  At the end of our professional development intervention, participants will be qualified and able to teach science with confidence in their knowledge of science content, assessment and relevant pedagogy.  They will be part of a community of learners who provide support for each other through peer review and collaboration

Lawrence Technological University  
070290-141

Liz Niehaus
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Special Education

The S3T Project will provide an opportunity for selected K-12 Special Education teachers who are not highly qualified from identified Macomb County Public, Non-Public and Macomb Center Schools to become more proficient in the teaching of science. Through the development of a professional learning community, teachers will interact using several documents that include: Michigan Curriculum Framework, MI BIG, MI CLiMB, GLECs, CWL Toolkit, and Understanding by Design materials through which teaching strategies and benchmarks of instruction and assessments will be established. The content strand will focus on increasing content knowledge to support their curriculum with added technology. Each teacher will enhance a lesson they currently teach from their curriculum and present the lesson to their peers and eventually to their classroom while being observed during the next school year. Lessons and artifacts will be posted to their own web page as well as the S3T site.  This project is a collaboration of Madonna University, Lawrence Technological University, Macomb ISD/Math and Science Center, Ben Ross Public Academy, Connor Creek Academy, Connor Creek Academy East, Clintondale Public Schools, and Macomb Center schools. A total of 20 teachers in a Cohort can earn 5 graduate credits with over 90 hours of professional development.

Michigan State University

   070290-029

   Randi Stanulis
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Math & Science

The Launching into Teaching through Comprehensive Induction (LIT) project, a collaboration involving the Lansing School District, Lansing Schools Education Association, Michigan State University College of Natural Sciences and College of Education, will provide over 230 hours of professional development contact time to 18 beginning teachers to improve their mathematics and science content knowledge and instructional practices, and over 190 hours of professional development to 6 Lansing Intensive Mentors (LIMS) to increase their capacity to support beginning teachers. Together these teachers serve a group of students who are historically underrepresented in high school and college mathematics and science programs specifically and science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) career fields generally. LIT will accomplish this professional development through intensive, extended, embedded PD work that is supported, among other ways, by the powerful technology tools afforded by MDE/MSU’s ASSIST Beginning Teachers website. Principals will also be prepared in providing high quality, content-based induction support for beginning teachers and will provide input on program design and implementation. The long-term goal of the project is to build capacity within the Lansing district so that multiple teachers in various stages of their careers will have strong content and pedagogical knowledge in mathematics and science. 

Michigan Technological University

070290-063
   Chris Anderson
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Statistics & Probability

Major components of 2006-2008 Educators’ Professional Development Institute Series (EPDIS) – Statistics and Probability are two intensive, graduate level Summer Institutes, three academic year workshops, three lesson study workshops, webCT course, and three optional courses. EPDIS focuses on improving learning of statistical concepts. The laboratory-based, experiential Summer Institutes ("Statistics and Probability" and "Exploring Statistics Through Engineering Applications") will deepen content knowledge and increase understanding of STEM disciplines. Workshops (an orientation, "Connecting with the Learner," and "High School Content Expectations") provide teachers with key competencies to engage a diverse classroom and strengthen pedagogy. Study sessions enable participants to plan instruction and evaluate student learning process. The webCT course engages participants in integration of technology and discussions of strategies to address student misconceptions about statistics and data. Optional courses offer opportunities to improve evaluation and assessment, integrate data analysis and statistical methods into field-based activities, and enrich content knowledge. Partner teachers work in rural and urban schools that serve a diverse student body. Throughout, building and maintaining dynamic learning communities will be supported. Teachers will earn credits applicable toward a graduate degree or approved study plan. 

Partners include Grand Rapids Schools/GRAPCEP, Kalamazoo Schools, Detroit Schools/DAPCEP, and Calumet Area/Western UP Center-Science, Mathematics, and Environmental Education. 

Michigan Technological University

070290-073
    Shari Stockero
Amount Awarded:     $184,103
Science

Major components of the 2006-2008 Educators’ Professional Development Institute Series (EPDIS) – Developing Algebraic Concepts are two intensive, graduate level Summer Institutes, three academic year workshops, three workshops, a webCT course, and three optional courses. EPDIS focuses on improving learning algebraic concepts. The laboratory-based, experiential Summer Institutes ("Developing Algebraic Thinking" and "Exploring Mathematics Through Engineering Applications") will deepen content knowledge and increase understanding of STEM disciplines. The workshops (an orientation, "Connecting with the Learner," and "Grade Level Content Expectations") provide teachers with key competencies to fully engage a diverse classroom and strengthen pedagogy. Study sessions enable participants to jointly plan instruction and evaluate the student learning process. The webCT course engages participants in integration of technology and discussions of algebraic learning. Optional courses offer opportunities to improve evaluation and assessment, apply mathematics content in field-based environments, and enrich content knowledge. Partner teachers work in rural and urban schools serving a diverse student body. Throughout, building and maintaining dynamic learning communities will be supported. 

Partner schools for EPDIS include Detroit Public /Detroit Area Precollege Engineering Program (DAPCEP); Grand Rapids /Grand Rapids Precollege Engineering Program (GRAPCEP); Beecher Community; Calumet-Laurium-Keweenaw /Western UP Center - Science, Mathematics, Environmental Education; and Kalamazoo Schools. 

Northern Michigan University

070290-152
  Douglas Russell
Amount Awarded:     $170,004
English Language Arts
The primary purpose of this project is to improve student achievement in science through a comprehensive science curriculum analysis and revision.  Teachers and students in the Big Bay de Noc School District and Nah Tah Wahsh Public School Academy will be the focus of professional development activities designed to improve student performance. The proposed development activities will allow teachers to better assess curriculum alignment and articulation as they map the existing science curriculum and cross reference that with student achievement data.  They will also learn to develop quality lessons to target gaps made evident through this curriculum and data analysis.  Northern Michigan University and the Northwoods Mathematics, Science, and Technology Center will provide curriculum and content experts who will lead these instructional efforts.  Science teachers from other member schools within the Delta-Schoolcraft ISD in south central Upper Peninsula will also be invited to participate.  Particular attention will be paid to authentic assessment, especially that which involves higher order thinking and substantive conversation.  MEAP like assessments, especially constructed response questions, will be developed for each of the lessons.  

Oakland University

070290-112

   Gwendolyn McMillon
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Literacy

The Oakland Literacy Project is a collaboration between Oakland University, Saginaw Valley State University, Michigan State University and Saginaw Public Schools to improve teacher quality in the area of English/Language Arts.  Urban elementary teachers will have an opportunity to:  1) reflect on their personal conceptions about students, and how those conceptions impact their current classroom practice; 2) acquire in-depth knowledge about their students, their families and communities by collecting parent stories and developing community literacy resource profiles; 3) gain content knowledge by participating in interactive workshops with experts in the field; 4) learn about innovative, research-based literacy teaching techniques for urban learners; and 5)  develop and implement a classroom Plan of Action that connects students' out-of-school literacy experiences with their in-school literacy learning.  The Plan of Action will be developed by teacher collaboration groups, who will establish objectives for the Plan, by identifying specific standards and grade level expectations that match the greatest reading and writing needs of their students at each school.  The Plan will be implemented during the 2007 - 2008 school year as a part of the schools' English/Language Arts curriculum. Periodic evaluations will be scheduled during the school year for assessment and instructional adjustment purposes.

Saginaw Valley State University

070290-025
  Douglas Hansen
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Mathematics

The project proposes to continue a partnership to sustain and deepen prior learning with teachers from the Bridgeport-Spaulding, Saginaw City, and Buena Vista School Districts. The project will provide teachers with content specific one-week sessions in mathematics and/or science dealing with specific needs identified by student and teacher needs data (tests, surveys, student MEAP data, etc.). Teachers will be involved in learning communities/study groups during the school year developed around specific content themes driven by student and teacher needs.

Saginaw Valley State University

070290-142
       Helene Lusa
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
English Language Arts

In partnership, Saginaw Valley State University and the participating schools (Buena Vista School District (3), Au Gres-Sims (1), Unionville-Sebewaing (2), Bay City School District (8), Houghton Lake Community Schools (2), Mesick (1), Oakland International (2), Essexville-Hampton (1), West Branch-Rose City (1), Detroit Community(1), Cesar Chavez Academy (1), Valley Lutheran are committed to improving student achievement through improving principal and teacher leader skills in instructional leadership. The ability to work with teachers to improve classroom instruction is an often neglected administrative skill and responsibility. Grooming teachers who aspire to leadership roles is necessary in an era when the number of qualified prospects for building administrative positions is limited. The professional development focus is on school reform as related to instructional leadership and will involve participants in developing and practicing instructional leadership strategies as they relate to high quality instruction in K – 12 Literacy. MEAP data from participating schools indicate the area of greatest need is in English/Language Arts and especially in reading comprehension and writing. Coupling this with school reform work on developing and implementing school improvement strategies will ensure best practice is implemented. Professional development will involve classroom instruction, book studies, and online components facilitated with Blackboard software.

Spring Arbor University

070290-074

      Kathryn Bell
Amount Awarded:

English Language Arts

The collaboration of Spring Arbor University, Jackson Public Schools (a high-need school district) and Jackson County Intermediate School District (JCISD) will provide a coherent, long-term program of professional development that advances the ability of 40 secondary English Language Arts teachers to provide high-quality writing instruction and increases their capacity to collaborate with and mentor other teachers. The three-phase plan focuses on Lesson Study and curriculum alignment, content and pedagogical knowledge, and classroom application and assessment. The plan is designed to address needs identified by teachers and support implementation of new curricula and instructional strategies. This project incorporates two closely related long-term goals: 1) advancing teachers' professional knowledge and collaboration and 2) helping teachers translate that knowledge into effective classroom practices that result in higher achievement for students. This professional development proposal represents a commitment by JPS to achieve the NCLB and state goal of teachers having deep knowledge of their content linked to students’ needs. 

University of Michigan



070290-103
         Percy Bates
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Adult Education

Family Math, Family Science, and Playtime is Science are nationally recognized, inquiry-based models (preK-8) that help improve parent involvement in their children's mathematics and science education. Participating schools form teams of educators who work to deepen their understanding of math/science and learn how to plan, implement, and sustain parent/child classes in their communities. This project will provide outreach and mentoring support to help schools in Michigan implement parent/child classes to improve student achievement in math/science. The schools are in Detroit, the Flint area, and the south central Upper Peninsula. In Detroit, many of the schools have high concentrations of Spanish speaking children; Detroit and Flint have large numbers of African American children; in the UP focus is on working with Native American families. Cultural issues of working with families in these areas will be addressed. The activities are culturally affirming and provoke deep reflection on content issues. Parent/child classes model and encourage parents to scaffold their children's engagement in these complex and highly engaging activities, which, in turn, influence children's motivation and success, thus raising parents' and teachers' expectations of students' abilities.

University of Michigan


070290-130

Deana Birdyshaw
Amount Awarded:     $184,102
Family Math & Science

This proposal unites the University of Michigan School of Education and Department of English (in the College of Literature Science and Arts) with Willow Run Middle School to address the quality of English Language Arts instruction (ELA) and its connection to student performance in reading and writing in grades 6-8 in a school district where it is clear from a variety of indicators, e.g. drop-out rates, MEAP reading and writing scores, and AYP standing, that adolescent literacy is a significant problem for the school district.  Research indicates that the most effective and cost-efficient means of addressing such needs is professional development for teachers.

Accordingly, this project takes a multi-dimensional approach to professional development, drawing on several research-based approaches to enhance the teaching of  ELA teachers.  Effective ELA instruction is based on a combination of curriculum materials that align with state standards, and integrate research-based instructional strategies within lessons and units that promote deep knowledge, higher order thinking and transfer to new learning contexts.  In addition this project is based on the principle that effective ELA instruction includes assessment that is aligned with a curriculum and measures student progress along a developmental continuum.  University representatives will work with Willow Run teachers to develop a coherent and standards-based ELA curriculum and assessment that measures its implementation and impacts student reading and writing performance.  In addition, the University will provide multiple professional development offerings including a site-based course, online instruction, and coaching to enhance classroom instruction in ELA.

