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	What do we want students to know?

	GLCE/HSCE or Guidelines
R. FL.02.02 Use punctuation cues (periods and question marks) when reading aloud with intonation, pauses, and emphasis.

	Big Ideas

· Use a range of tactics to identify and pronounce unknown words and to read fluently both orally and silently.

· Readers use punctuation as a clue to how text sounds.
· Readers’ voices change depending on the punctuation mark.

· Readers use punctuation to better understand the story.
	Essential Questions

· What does my voice sound like when I read?
· How will paying attention to the punctuation marks help me to better understand the story?
	Knowledge and Skills to be developed or reinforced
· When readers read in a monotone voice the story becomes hard to understand.
· Punctuation affects intonation.


	How will we know that students have learned

 what we want them to know?

	Task

Students will learn that punctuation marks help the reader better understand the story.  
	Other Evidence

With a reading partner students will read aloud short stories or excerpts from books using appropriate inflection based on punctuation clues.
Teacher will observe and listen to students reading orally when conferring to check for fluency, expression, intonation and understanding


	How will we teach them 

what we want them to know?

	Learning Activities Outline

1. Teacher explains that if students read in a monotone voice, the book is hard to understand and the reader will forget what the book is about.
2. The teacher tells the students that today they are going to learn a strategy to help them read words more smoothly.

3. Teacher explains to students that at the end of the sentence the author gives a clue as to how the story should sound. They use periods, questions marks, or exclamation marks. The period tells the reader to take a quick break and keep going, and that our voices drop at the end of the sentence (Teacher models reading a sentence that ends in a period).
4. Readers’ voices rise at the end of a sentence when they see a question mark. Their voices sound like this… (Teacher models reading a sentence ending in a question mark).
5. When readers see a sentence ending in an exclamation mark, their voices sound excited.  Their voices sound like this (Teacher models reading a sentence with an exclamation mark).
6. Teacher has several sentences written on board with a variety of punctuation marks.

7. Students read sentences with teacher adjusting their voices to reflect correct punctuation.

8. Teacher asks question, “How is paying attention to punctuation better helping you to understand the story? Children share their answer with a partner. 

9. Teacher reminds students that today and everyday when they read, it is important to pay attention to the punctuation marks so they are able to read the words smoothly and better understand the story.
10. Students read independently while teacher confers and listens to individual students orally read.
	Techniques of Authentic Instruction

7. Depth of  knowledge
8. Higher-order thinking
Substantive Conversation
Depth of knowledge
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This lesson outline is provided by the Michigan Department of Education as a resource to districts/schools. These lessons are samples only and district/schools may develop their own to support teachers.

