Lessons of Effective Instruction

Questions

Lesson Title:

Punctuation Marks

Grade Level:

Second Grade

Subject Area:
English Language Arts
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1.  What did you notice within this lesson that reflected Newmann, et. als’ standards for authentic instruction?

2.  How was deep knowledge about punctuation--a central idea related to reading for meaning--developed, internalized, and extended before, during, and after the lesson?  At what points in the lesson do you see authentic instruction being implemented?  How was the focus for this lesson maintained?  Were there opportunities where you could infuse additional opportunities to develop deep knowledge?

3.  How did the teacher make this lesson relevant to students?  How was the lesson connected to the world beyond the classroom?  Do you have additional suggestions for how you would make a lesson on punctuation relevant to students’ lives and/or connected to the world beyond the classroom in this second grade context?  What experiences immersed students in meaning-making and collective understanding?  How does the teacher ensure students’ performances lead to a generalization?

4.  What opportunities were provided that allowed students to use their minds well? What evidence exists for higher-order thinking?  Given the lesson topic, how would you engage students in higher-order thinking?

5.  Did students combine their ideas in order to explain, predict, or arrive at a conclusion? What are some other ways we could extend students’ abilities to synthesize the information developed within the lesson?

This lesson is provided by the Michigan Department of Education as a resource to districts/schools. These questions are samples only and district/schools may develop their own to help in preparing teachers. 


