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for
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2Q.
Can the preparation program for an Early Childhood Education endorsement be considered an acceptable field major or minor, as required for the Michigan Elementary Provisional Certificate?


2Q.
Can candidates who complete the new Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement program be recommended for a secondary certificate?


3Q.
After what date, can candidates be admitted to an Early Childhood (ZA) endorsement program which does not meet the new guidelines and standards?


3Q.
Is the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) expected of all students applying for Early Childhood endorsements?


3Q.
Do teacher preparation institutions need to submit separate program applications for approval to offer both an undergraduate and graduate program?


4Q.
When institutions prepare the standards matrix portion of their program application, is it acceptable to list courses which will be completed by all of their undergraduate students, but which will not be part of the Early Childhood 20 hour program?


4Q.
Is field experience expected of a graduate Early Childhood program?


5Q.
Is it required that the field experience be part of the institution’s course work requirements?  Can this experience be volunteer service?  Can this be paid experience?


5Q.
Are there guidelines regarding the age groups for the practicum – primary, preprimary, and infant-toddler?  What is the definition of each?
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Q.
Can the preparation program for an Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement be considered an acceptable field major or minor, as required for the Michigan Elementary Provisional Certificate? TC "Q.
Can the preparation program for an Early Childhood Education endorsement be considered an acceptable field major or minor, as required for the Michigan Elementary Provisional Certificate?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes.  Under certain conditions, a preparation program leading to an Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement will be accepted as an appropriate major or minor for the elementary level of certification.  Elementary certification is available in two program options.  The ZA endorsement can only be an additional preparation program for elementary certification if Option 1 is used at the institution.  Option 1 requires specific content areas as the major, or two minors, with a planned program.  The ZA then becomes an additional endorsement program beyond the initial certification requirements.  Candidates need to be informed that Option 1 with a ZA is actually a parallel preparation program.  Option 2 allows the ZA to be a part of the initial preparation program as a student’s support major or minor in addition to the required comprehensive content group major.  

The new ZA standards represent a concerted effort to include significant elements of core content knowledge as a vehicle for the candidate’s acquisition of child development knowledge.  Additionally, the standards include the preparation knowledge to assure candidates are able to address the instructional needs of all children, including those with developmental delays.  Therefore, the ZA (a combination of both methods and content) may now be offered as a major or a minor program option.
Q.
Can candidates who complete the new Early Childhood Education (ZA) program be recommended for a secondary certificate? TC "Q.
Can candidates who complete the new Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement program be recommended for a secondary certificate?" \f B \l "1"  TC "Q.
Can candidates who complete the new Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement program be recommended for a secondary certificate?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
The ZA endorsement may be placed on a secondary certificate ONLY if a special education endorsement program is also completed and being recommended.  The special education endorsement and the ZA endorsement are tied to each other when occurring on a secondary certificate.

Q.
After what date, can candidates no longer be admitted to an Early Childhood Education (ZA) program which does not meet the new guidelines and standards? TC "Q.
After what date, can candidates be admitted to an Early Childhood (ZA) endorsement program which does not meet the new guidelines and standards?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
After the review conference in March 2011, candidates may not be admitted to a program based on previous standards.  Teacher preparation institutions wishing to continue offering programs preparing early childhood education teachers are required to submit an application for program approval/re-approval, with documentation that demonstrates how the new standards are met throughout the proposed curriculum.  Any institution seeking program approval must provide early childhood experts to serve as reviewers for the program review process.  Candidates currently enrolled in ZA programs will have up to two years to complete their program.  Following the initial approval, the specialty content program will be reviewed for outcomes through the national accreditation process.  (See the full timeline at the end of this document.)
Q.
Is the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) expected of all students applying for Early Childhood endorsements? TC "Q.
Is the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) expected of all students applying for Early Childhood endorsements?" \f D \l "1"  TC "Q.
Is the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) expected of all students applying for Early Childhood endorsements?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes. The MTTC for the Early Childhood Education (ZA) endorsement has been administered since October 1996 and will continue to be the only test in this endorsement area.  All candidates applying for a ZA endorsement must take and pass this test.  A new version of the ZA MTTC test will be developed based on the 2008 ZA endorsement standards.  The Office of Professional Preparation Services is seeking volunteers to serve on the MTTC test development committee for the new ZA test.  The application is available at the MTTC recruitment site: 


http://www.mirecruit.nesinc.com/  
(See the timeline for the MTTC implementation date.)
Q.
Do teacher preparation institutions need to submit separate program applications for approval to offer both an undergraduate and graduate program? TC "Q.
Do teacher preparation institutions need to submit separate program applications for approval to offer both an undergraduate and graduate program?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes, a separate approval for the undergraduate and graduate program is required if the courses are different or have different titles and codes.  The common core of knowledge of this field is expected to deepen and expand in specialization with graduate level preparation. Therefore, the two programs should be distinguishable by the level of course work and rigor of assignments.  This distinction should also be articulated and disseminated to inform students interested in university/college offerings in early childhood.

Q.
When institutions prepare the standards matrix portion of their program application, is it acceptable to list courses which will be completed by all of their undergraduate students, but which will not be part of the Early Childhood 20 hour endorsement program? TC "Q.
When institutions prepare the standards matrix portion of their program application, is it acceptable to list courses which will be completed by all of their undergraduate students, but which will not be part of the Early Childhood 20 hour program?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes, it would be informative, especially if the courses satisfy the required standards and some of the matrix areas for the endorsement program (the 20 hours requirement is a minimum).
Q.
Is field experience expected of a graduate Early Childhood program? TC "Q.
Is field experience expected of a graduate Early Childhood program?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes, especially if the program is used for initial certification.  Based on 
the Teacher Certification Code (Administrative Rules Governing the Certification of Teachers), teacher preparation institutions must assure that the candidates have completed a directed student teaching experience for a minimum of 12 weeks and a minimum of six semester credit hours (Rule 390.1123 (2)).  In addition, Rule 390.1124 (3, a, b) allows an applicant with a masters degree or higher and three to five years of experience, upon recommendation from the school district’s superintendent, to waive a portion or all of the directed student teaching requirement.  The full law is located at:   

http://www.state.mi.us/orr/emi/admincode.asp?AdminCode=Single&Admin_Num=39001101&Dpt=ED&RngHigh
In addition to the required directed student teaching, the standards expect the candidates to have structured practical field experiences.  These experiences establish familiarity with instruction and instill responsibility across the grades and ages within the certificate and endorsement validity.  Supervised student teaching must occur in at least two different settings, serving children of two different age groups (infant-toddler, preprimary, or primary age) and with varying abilities.  If the graduate program is used as an additional endorsement to the elementary certificate, then the previously completed field experience or supervised “practical” (work) experience satisfying any of the required settings could count towards the required field experience.  However, the program should assure that students are exposed to at least two different settings, serving children of two different age groups (infant-toddler, preprimary, or primary age) with varying abilities, and that the experiences are supervised by qualified early childhood professionals.
Q.
Is it required that the field experience be part of the institution’s course work requirements?  Can this experience be volunteer service?  Can this be paid experience? TC "Q.
Is it required that the field experience be part of the institution’s course work requirements?  Can this experience be volunteer service?  Can this be paid experience?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
It is very important that field experience be a structured experience to assure the quality of the experience.  Therefore it is strongly recommended that the field experience be part of the institution’s course work requirements.  This is especially important for programs used for initial certification.  However, according to R390.1124 of the Administrative Rules Governing the Certification of Michigan Teachers, the field experience requirement may be waived for an experienced teacher.  Such a waiver is issued at the discretion of the college or university (see the rule for conditions of such waivers).  For an experienced teacher, “supervised practical” (work) experiences may also be counted.  However, a minimum of 12 weeks and a minimum of six semester credit hours (Rule 390.1123 (2)) (a minimum of 300 clock hours), with at least two of the age groups, are still required and the experiences must be supervised.
Q.
Are there guidelines regarding the age groups for the practicum – primary, preprimary, and infant-toddler?  What is the definition of each? TC "Q.
Are there guidelines regarding the age groups for the practicum – primary, preprimary, and infant-toddler?  What is the definition of each?" \f C \l "1" 
A.
Yes, the definitions/guidelines for each of these age groups are included in the State Board adopted National Association for the Education of Young Children Guidelines.



Primary = kindergarten through third grade



Preprimary = age 2 ½ years through age 4 years



Infant-Toddler = birth through 2 ½ years


It should be noted that the revised guidelines and standards are explicit and comprehensive, which should ensure that all Michigan teachers who apply for the ZA endorsement have suitable preparation working with young children birth through eight years of age.  The practicum and/or supervised student teaching should be in at least two different settings, serving children of two different age groups.  In addition, there should be a reasonable balance of time divided between the two settings.
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Question and Answer Document available at:
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Generally people serving on MTTC development committees will meet: 


1) late October/early November - 1 day;


2) early December - 1 day; and


3) early May - 2 days during the  


    duration of development.
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