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M essage #128 - Accessto and Use of Libraries and the Achievement Gap

Studies have shown that libraries are an impogéduatation resource that supports students’ academic
growth and development. School libraries have lbeend to contribute to academic achievement; a
positive correlation has been shown to exist betvike time spent in the library and academic
performancé A three year study conducted by the New Jersspgiation of School Librarians (NJASL,
2012Y showed that libraries contribute positively to@@aic success and achievement by improving
student test scores, developing thinking-based etengies in information usage, as well as nurturing
positive and ethical values related to the usafofimation technology, and interest in reading.

Discussion of the Problem

The National Center for Education Statistics (20@®yVides some crucial statistics on the number of
libraries available to residents in different ssatd@op of the list is Vermont with 30 public libbies per
100,000 people. Hawaii comes last with less thanlidmmary for the same number of people. The Siate
Michigan is ranked #23 with slightly less than fdibraries per 100,000 residehtdow numbers of
libraries mean limited access to library matenatsuding many digital resources that could be asitde to
children and adults who may not have internet a;@sd therefore go to libraries in order to aceess-
based resources. Shortage of libraries therefoitslaccess to important resources. It has ademb
observed that libraries that are situated in affidecations tend to have better resources and atwanced
technology.

The Alter native

Studies have shown there is a high positive cdiosldetween student performance and school library
program8. The impact of libraries in improving achievemantong students has been documented in
various studies as outlined by the New York Comensive Center’s information brief eémpact of School
Libraries on Student Achievement (20117 that presented state impact studies showing bettees for
students in cases where school teachers collalbonétie school library personnel to plan and identif
educational resources. School and public librtaif give children and youth access to a rangerofi@ams
and resources appropriate to differing developmestéges. Libraries have also been found to suppor
student learning and to enhance retention of cotitan has been taught.

Call to Action

Given the important role played by libraries in anbing teacher effectiveness, developing earlylbbibd
learning opportunities, raising graduation ratesaterisk students, and improving test scores itnportant
to advocate for sufficient funding for increasesla@rces for libraries and also for the training and
maintenance of library personnel. Principals, lteas, and other administrators are also encouraged
support their students’ use of libraries by incogbog within their curriculum learning goals anojectives
that are linked to library usage.
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