STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RICK SNYDER LANSING MICHAEL P. FLANAGAN
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

January 23, 2012

MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman M)

SUBJECT: Approval of Nominations to the Special Education Advisory Committee

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) advises the State Board of Education
on matters concerning the education of children with disabilities. The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act requires that this advisory committee include a 51%
representation of persons with, or parents of children with, disabilities (ages birth
through 26).

Attachment A lists the organizations currently represented on the SEAC. Attachment B
lists the names of five persons nominated to fill organizational membership vacancies,
three names nominated to fill At-Large vacancies, and four nominations designated as
Alternates by their respective organizations. The biographical resumes of those persons
nominated as Delegates, At-Large members and Alternates to the SEAC are found in
Attachment C.

Staff will return to a subsequent Board meeting for approval of nominations to fill the
remaining vacancies on the SEAC.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve five organizational
nominees, three At-Large nominees and four Alternates as listed in Attachment B
of the Superintendent’s memorandum dated January 23, 2012, to the SEAC for
the terms specified.
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Attachment A

ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED ON THE
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Organization Acronym
1. American Federation of Teachers Michigan AFTMi
2. Association for Children’s Mental Health ACMH
3. Autism Society of Michigan ASM
4. Council for Exceptional Children CEC
5. Learning Disability Association of Michigan LDAM
6. Michigan Alliance for Families MAF
7. Michigan Association for Children with Emotional Disorders MACED
8. Michigan Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development MASCD
9. Michigan Association of Administrators of Special Education MAASE

10. Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators MAISA

11. Michigan Association of Intermediate Special Ed. Administrators MAISEA

12. Michigan Association of Local Special Education Administrators MALSEA

13. Michigan Association of Teachers of Children with Emotional MATEDC

Impairments

14. Michigan Association of Nonpublic Schools MANS

15. Michigan Association of Public School Academies MAPSA

16. Michigan Association of School Administrators MASA

17. Michigan Association of School Boards MASB

18. Michigan Association of School Social Workers MASSW

19. Michigan Association of School Psychologists MASP

20. Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals MASSP

21. Michigan Education Association MEA

22. Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association MSLHA

23. Michigan Transition Services Association MTSA

24. Statewide Parent Advisory Committee SPAC

In addition to the organizational seats, eight At-Large members are nominated directly
by the State Board of Education. Presently, there are seven At-Large vacancies to be
filled. The Board is being asked to fill three of those vacancies at this time. Four
At-Large vacancies remain for approval at a subsequent Board meeting.



Attachment B

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Individual Nominations to Fill Vacancies and
their Respective Terms of Service

Name

Representing

Length of Term

Sharon Dusney

Michigan Association of School
Psychologists

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Bruce Ferguson*

Autism Society of Michigan

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Patricia McNeill

Michigan Association
For Supervision and Curriculum
Development

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

John Searles?

Michigan Association of School
Administrators

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Richard Spring

Michigan Association of Teacher of
Children with Emotional
Impairments

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Vacant Michigan Association Secondary | July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015
School Principals
Vacant Michigan Association for Children | July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

with Emotional Disorders

Latika Fenderson”™

American Federation of Teachers
Michigan

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2014

Linda E. Myers”

Michigan Education Association

July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2013

Melissa Nantais”

Michigan Association of School
Psychologists

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Lori Swan*A?2

Autism Society of Michigan

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Gary Brandt*? At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013
Carrie Hanshaw*? At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013
Chandra Jones*? At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013
Vacant At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2014
Vacant At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015
Vacant At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015
Vacant At-Large July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

!Served one previous year on the SEAC
’Served three previous years on the SEAC
*Person with or parent of a child (birth through 26) with a disability

"Alternate




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Delegate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: Sharon Dusney

Business Address: Home Address:

Garden City Public Schools
1333 Radcliff
Garden City, Michigan 48135

Business Telephone: 734-762-6372 Cell Phone: 248-660-6470

Business E-mail: dusneys@gcity.k12.mi.us Home E-mail:

Present Position: Director of Special Services

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Association of School Psychologists
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee
(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I =

Prior Experience: School Psychologist; Special Education Advisory Committee, 1999-2002

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations: Michigan Association of School Psychologists;
Council for Exceptional Children

Education: BA , Psychology, Western Michigan University; SP.A. Central Office Administration,
Eastern Michigan University; Certification Director of Special Education

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To

ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

[] Yes X No




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Delegate Term of Appointment July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: Bruce Ferguson

Business Address: Home Address:

802 ElImwood Street
DeWitt, Michigan 48820

Business Telephone: 517-819-5450 Home Phone:

Business E-mail: Home E-mail: WIZ393@comcast.net

Present Position: Retired from Lansing Police Department after 25 years of service

Category [X] Organization: Autism Society of Michigan
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: X Male [l Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I =

Prior Experience: E-mentoring Program at Peckham; Board Member, Autism Society of
Michigan; Church Board member, Christ United Church

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:

Education:

Miscellaneous Information: three children, one with autism and attends Clinton County RESA

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To

ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

X Yes ]l No




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Delegate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: Patricia McNeill

Business Address: Home Address:
1001 Centennial Way
Suite 300

Lansing, Michigan 48917

Business Telephone: 517-327-9269 Home Phone: 517-775-1265

Business E-mail: pmcneill@michiganascd.org Home E-mail: mcneillp@me.com

Present Position: Executive Director, Michigan ASCD

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee
(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I

Prior Experience: Assistant Superintendent, Holt Public Schools; Curriculum Director and Staff
Developer; Special Education Consultant, Waverly Public Schools; Sanilac Career Center Learning
Specialist; Sandusky Schools Adult Education Teacher; Cooperative Pre-School Teacher; Harrison
Elementary School Special Education Teacher and 3™ Grade Teacher

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations: Michigan ASCD; Phi Delta Kappa International;
Michigan Assessment Consortium; National Staff Development Council, Reading Recovery Council
of America; Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics; Michigan Science Teachers
Association; Michigan Reading Association; Council for Exceptional Children

Education: MA, Grand Valley State University; BS, Central Michigan University

Miscellaneous Information: Professional Development in RTI, Differentiated Instruction;
Understanding By Design; Cooperative Learning; Cognitive Coaching; Clinical Supervision;
Classroom Management, Clinical Supervision; School Improvement

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

(] Yes X No




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Delegate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: John Searles

Business Address: Home Address:

Midland County Educational Service Agency
3917 Jefferson Avenue
Midland, Michigan 48640

Business Telephone: Cell Phone:
989-631-5892 X 108
Business E-mail: Home E-mail:

suptsearles@mcesa

Present Position: Superintendent

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Association of School Administrators
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee
(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: X Male L] Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I

Prior Experience: Currently completing the last year of Curtis Finch’s term which ends June 30,
2012. Mr. Searles wishes to serve the next 3 year term.

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:

Education:

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To

ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

[] Yes X No




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Delegate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: Richard Spring

Business Address: Home Address:

8145 Grossman Road
Manchester, Michigan 48158

Business Telephone: Home Phone: 734-428-9425

Cell: 734-646-2098

Business E-mail: Home E-mail: rspring72@hotmail.com

Present Position: Retired School Social Worker

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Association of Teachers of Children with Emotional
Impairments

Other:
Board Member’s Nominee
(indicate name of Board Member):

Race:*

I o [ [ R |

Caucasian Gender: X Male [l Female
Native American

African-American
Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

Prior Experience: School Social Worker, Ingham Intermediate School District, Romulus
Community Schools, Wayne County RESA; Mental Health Worker, Washtenaw County
Community Mental Health; Resident Care Aid, Traverse City Psychiatric Hospital

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:

Education: MSW, University of Michigan; BS, Eastern Michigan University; Associate of Arts,
Northwestern Michigan College

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of

“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26

years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that

definition.

[] Yes X No




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Alternate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014

Name: Latika Fenderson

Business Address: Home Address:

12225 Masonic 19126 Ash

Warren, Michigan 48093 Eastpoint, Michigan 48021

Business Telephone: Cell Phone:

586-939-2290 313-408-4497

Business E-mail: Home E-mail:
latenderson@yahoo.com

Present Position: Special Education Teacher at Macomb ISD

Category [X] Organization: American Federation of Teachers Michigan
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

OOOXOO

Prior Experience: Active Parent Committee Member

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations: certified teacher

Education: MA, Education

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

[] Yes X No



mailto:latenderson@yahoo.com

Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Alternate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2013

Name: Linda R. Myers

Business Address: Home Address:
1216 Kendale Boulevard
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Business Telephone: Cell Phone:
517-336-6215 517-881-7302
Business E-mail: Home E-mail:
Imyers@mea.org Lmljnx@aol.com

Present Position: Professional Development/Human Rights Consultant

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Education Association
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I

Prior Experience: Teachers, Spanish and English; UniServe Director for Nebraska State
Education Association; UniServ Director for Michigan Education Association; Lobbyist, Michigan
Education Association; Campaign Consultant, Michigan Education Association; Professional
Development/Human Rights Consultant, Michigan Education Association

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:
Phi Delta Kappa
Delta Kappa Gamma

Education: Graduated Gregory High School, Gregory, South Dakota; BS Degree, South Dakota
State University; Med Leadership, University of Nebraska

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To

ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

[] Yes X No

10




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Alternate Term of Appointment: July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2015

Name: Melissa Nantais

Business Address: Home Address:

Kalamazoo Regional Education Service Agency | 4128 W. Centre Avenue, Unit 306

1819 E. Milham Road Portage, Michigan 49024
Portage, Michigan 49002

Business Telephone: 269-250-9225 Cell Phone: 269-605-9933

Business E-mail: melissanantais@me.com Home E-mail: melissanataise@me.com

Present Position: MiBLSi Professional Learning Coordinator

Category [X] Organization: Michigan Association of School Psychologists
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee
(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I =

Prior Experience: School Psychologist, Kalamazoo RESA; School Psychology Trainer, University
of Detroit Mercy

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:
President, Michigan Association of School Psychologists

Education:
BA, University of Detroit Mercy
Ph.D., University of Cincinnati

Miscellaneous Information:

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

(] Yes X No

11




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Alternate Term of Appointment July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Name: Lori Swan

Business Address: Home Address:

1275 N. Williamston Road
Williamston, Michigan 48895

Business Telephone: Home Phone: 517-896-3292

Business E-mail: Home E-mail: aficlori@gmail.com

Present Position: Director, Autism Foundation of Ingham County

Category [X] Organization: Autism Society of Michigan
Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member):

0

Race:* Caucasian Gender: [ 1 Male X Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

Prior Experience: Served on the SEAC for three years; Executive Board member of the SEAC;

Co-Chairperson for Ingham County Parent Advisory Committee; Trustee for Autism Foundation of
Ingham County

I =

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:

Education: Masters Degree in Autism Spectrum Disorders

Miscellaneous Information: I have two sons, one diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

X Yes ]l No

12




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

At-Large Term of Appointment: _July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Name: Gary Brandt

Business Address: Home Address:

Menard’s P.O. Box 501

6800 W. Main Lawton, Michigan 49065
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008

Business Telephone: 269-544-1442 Cell Phone: 269-624-1933

Business E-mail: Home E-mail: GLMCFamily@aol.com

Present Position: Department Manager, Menard’s Home Improvement Center

Category [ ] Organization:

Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member): Staff Recommendation

X

Race:* Caucasian Gender: X Male [l Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I =

Prior Experience:

U.S. Navy, 1983-1990; Jaycees; E.M.T./Firefighter, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin; served three
years on the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 2009-2012

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations: Worshipful Master, Masonic Ledge; 1°* Vice
President, Kalamazoo Shriner Club; President, Kalamazoo Shrine Clown Unit; Class Director of
the Shrine Temple in Grand Rapids; Member, American Legion.

Education: Graduate, Centerline High School

Miscellaneous Information: Advocate for the disabled in his home school district. Married and
has two children, one with hydrocephalus and spastic dysplegia.

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

X Yes ]l No

13



Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

At-Large Term of Appointment: _ July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Name: Carrie Hanshaw

Business Address: Home Address:

25847 Cobblers Lane
South Lyon, Michigan 48178

Business Telephone: Home Phone: 248-437-4449
Cell Phone: 734-751-3665
Business E-mail: Home E-mail: hanshawc@yahoo.com

Present Position: Housewife/Mother

Category [ ] Organization:

Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member): Staff Recommendation

X

Race:* Caucasian Gender: L] Male [l Female
Native American

African-American

Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

I

Prior Experience: Worked for Ford Motor Company, 1995-2002; served on the Special Education
Advisory Committee (SEAC) 2009-2012

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations: Member, Down Syndrome Guild of Southeast

Michigan; Down Syndrome Support Team; co-organizes weekly support group luncheon for
moms in her area.

Education: Livonia High School graduate; BS in Mechanical Engineering, University of Michigan;
Ann Arbor; MS in Mechanical Engineering, U of M Dearborn

Miscellaneous Information: Mother of two daughters, one has Down Syndrome

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To

ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that
definition.

Xl Yes (] No

14




Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

At-Large Term of Appointment: _ July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

Name: Chandra Jones

Business Address: Home Address:

3931 Sashabaw Road
Waterford, Michigan 48329

Business Telephone: Home Phone: 248-618-8818

Business E-mail: Home E-mail: scjones415@yahoo.com

Present Position:

Category []

X

Organization:

Other:

Board Member’s Nominee

(indicate name of Board Member): Staff Recommendation

Race:*

OOOox00

Caucasian Gender: L] Male X Female
Native American

African-American
Hispanic

Asian

Other

(*requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

Prior Experience: Alternate for the Michigan Interagency Coordinating Council (PartC); Served
as At-Large member of the SEAC for three years.

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:

Education: BA, Family Life Education, Spring Arbor University; AAS, Mental Health/Social Work,

Oakland Community College; AAS/Early Childhood Development, Oakland Community College;
AAS, General Studies, Oakland Community College

Miscellaneous Information: Son, 10 years old, currently in Special Education

definition.

Federal legislation mandates that the SEAC membership be comprised of at least 51% of
“persons with or parents of a child with a disability.” If a parent, the child needs to be under 26
years of age and receiving special education services for the duration of the appointment. To
ensure compliance relative to the 51% membership, we ask you to identify if you meet that

X Yes ]l No
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