
INTRODUCING:  THE MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL HEALTH SURVEY 
SYSTEM



Objectives for Today:

Understand the basics of the new survey system
Become familiar with the three surveys on the survey 
system – MiPHY, MiSCAI, and BFS  (and memorize 
those acronyms ☺ )
Help S3 schools to understand surveys to implement 
this school year and planning tips
Identify on-going intensive support for 
implementation



Moving to a new system

2006-2012
MiPHY Survey 

System
Transition to

2013
Michigan School 
Health Survey 

System 

•Single Survey System
•Technologically dated

•Able to house multiple tools
•Updated technology
•Maintained what works/needs
•More complex system
•Requires training and technical support



New Platform – Broader System

2012 - Michigan School Health Survey 
System

Currently houses:
Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY)
Bully-Free Schools Survey (BFS)
Michigan School Climate Survey (MiSCAI)



Safe and Supportive Schools Grant 
(S3) (2010)

US Dept of Education grant to support positive 
climate change within schools as well as use a 
standardized survey tools to measure and guide 
decisions

Schools were invited to participate and apply for 
the original S3 grant = 23 Michigan schools

All agreed to survey requirements by returning the 
Intent to Apply letters.





Key Similarities

Reliance on existing state systems – MEIS, EEM
Enrollment and headcounts
Access and security measures

Surveying login and passwords 
System access

Student tracking
Report availability
MDE technical support and guidance documents
No cost to schools and districts





Steps to System set up



Key Differences

New admin website – single point of access
www.michigan.gov/shs

Able to survey students, staff, and parents
Ability to preview actual survey screens
Multiple surveys available
Calculated data available in pdf and excel downloads
Adaptations for staff and parent surveying
Improvement in survey tracking
Utilizes a question “bank” system
Behind the scenes capabilities of system managers



Violence

Alcohol use

Drug use

Tobacco use

Nutrition

Physical Activity

Sexual Behavior

Suicide

www.michigan.gov/miphy

School Risk and 
Protective

Family Risk and 
Protective

Community Risk and 
Protective

School Risk and 
Protective



Risk behaviors

State run- State-level

“Odd” years (2009, 
2011, 2013)

Grades 9-12

Trends

Provide benchmarks

Risk behaviors plus risk 
and protective factors

Local-level & 
aggregated to county

“Even” years (2008, 2010, 
2012)

Grades 7, 9, 11

Web-based

Michigan YRBS MiPHY



Bully-Free Schools (BFS)

The SAPE developed survey for use with the Bully-
Free Schools: Circle of Support systems change 
process
Currently up and available
Student (165 Qs) and Staff (100 Qs) Surveys
Secondary: Any grades 5-12
Reports available later in the Spring, similar to the 
O’Neill Consulting reports plus additional analysis
Available each school year and to all schools



Bully-Free Schools (BFS)

• Classroom approaches and 
behaviors of staff and students to 
stop bullying/aggression

Prevention of 
Bullying/Aggression

• Staff and student responses to 
witnessing different types of bullying

• Student being a target of bullying
Bullying/Aggression

• Student reaction to being a target
• Staff tolerance of 

bullying/aggression

Reactions to 
Bullying/Aggression



School Climate Assessment Indicator (MiSCAI)

Work by John Shindler, California State University, Los 
Angeles, through his Transformative Connected School 
System (TCSS) and Alliance for the Study of School 
Climate (ASSC) 
Validated tool shows correlation between survey 
responses and standardized test scores
Adapted for Michigan and S3 schools
Uses a Scale system of questions
Survey for Students, Staff, and Parents



School Climate Assessment Indicator 
(MiSCAI) components

• Student - Staff - Parent1. Physical Appearance

• Staff 2. Faculty Relations

• Student - Staff - Parent3. Student Interactions

• Staff 4. Leadership/Decisions

• Student - Staff - Parent5. Discipline Environment

• Student - Staff - Parent6. Learning/Assessment

• Student - Staff - Parent7. Attitude and Culture



Now: Getting ready locally

• Open in February
• Grades 7, 9, 11
• Take in Spring

MiPHY

• Open By Jan 31
• Any grade or opposite MiPHY (10, 12)
• Take in February/March

MiSCAI

• Open Now; Quick Start available
• Any grade or opposite MiPHY (10-12)
• Take Jan-Spring

BFS



Survey tips

Begin scheduling computer lab times for all 
surveying
Participate in one of the technical step-by-step 
“Navigating the New Survey System” webinars by 
Nicole Kramer (dates forthcoming)

Invite others to this too!

Log in soon or several weeks before surveying to 
Survey System to take a tour/test drive!
Ask questions: your coach, Polly, Nicole, Kim



Contacts and Questions

Michigan Department of Education
Coordinated School Health and Safety Programs Unit

Kim Kovalchick, LMSW, MPH, CHES
Surveillance and Evaluation Consultant
517-241-4292
kovalchickk@michigan.gov

Nicole Kramer
Survey Specialist
517-373-4354
kramern@michigan.gov


