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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  State Board of Education 

 
FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman 

 
SUBJECT: Presentation on Michigan Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) Partnership 

 
 

The future of Michigan depends on its ability to boost student performance in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  Young people in 
Michigan will increasingly face stiff competition for jobs from people across the 

world, and to succeed in the global economy, students will need a much stronger 
foundation in STEM subject areas. 

 
The Math/Science Centers have been working, along with various representatives 
from business, industry, education, government, and other interested professionals, 

to develop a network to share resources and tools to support building STEM 
capacity in Michigan. 

 
The Offices of Career and Technical Education and Education Improvement and 
Innovation are collaborating with the Michigan STEM Partnership and the Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation to raise awareness of STEM careers and to 
build opportunities to enhance these skills in K-12 education. 

 
Michigan Department of Education staff will briefly highlight their work in support of 
STEM initiatives and a presentation on the Michigan STEM Partnership will be made 

by Connie Duncan, representing the Michigan Mathematics and Science Centers 
Network.   
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SCIENCE   •   TECHNOLOGY   •   ENGINEERING   •   MATHEMATICS

The Michigan STEM Partnership 
is working to connect and 
coordinate partners from across 
disciplines and the state to 
develop and nurture a skilled 
and educated workforce that will 
address the urgent needs of our 
state and nation. Through the 
creation of an environment that 
fosters innovation, this network 
of partners will also work to 
attract, create and sustain jobs in 
Michigan. Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math, or STEM, 
has emerged as an innovative 
tool that, when applied within a 
deliberately designed network, 
produces an environment that 
is conducive to developing a 
thriving economy.

Developing a foundation of 
STEM knowledge and skills is 
not only important for those 
intending to go into science-
and technology-based careers. 
Proficiency in the STEM subjects, 
most notably math, has been 
closely linked to academic and 
career success, and when STEM 
is integrated throughout a 
curriculum, learners build critical-
thinking, observational and 
problem-solving skills in addition 
to a deeper understanding of the 
content material in all subject 
areas, including the humanities.

A 21st-century STEM education is relevant, desirable and 
attainable for all of Michigan’s children.

The Michigan STEM Partnership:

•  Builds local STEM capacity by developing formal relationships 
among stakeholders—business, industry, nonprofits, PK-20 
education, students, parents, local and state community 
organizations and government.

•  Develops and supports STEM education programs and 
initiatives that utilize interdisciplinary teaching and learning 
methods to address real-world issues.

The Michigan STEM Partnership promotes and supports 
sustainable innovation across Michigan.

The Michigan STEM Partnership:

•  Leverages the network of STEM partners in Michigan and 
the nation to nurture and support STEM professionals, 
including teachers, in their work to develop and sustain a 
STEM workforce that will support new and existing jobs in 
Michigan’s communities.

•   Works with all Michigan regions to create innovative STEM 
education platforms that reflect the interests and needs of 
students, teachers and their local communities.

•   Develops evidence-based models for innovative, scalable and 
sustainable STEM education policies, platforms and programs.

The Michigan STEM Partnership is collaborative and 
transparent.

The Michigan STEM Partnership:

•  Engages stakeholders in open and honest partnerships where 
partners collaborate across a broad spectrum of interests, 
expertise and capacities to contribute to STEM excellence  
in Michigan.

•   Works with all Michigan regions to develop the tools needed 
to coordinate and assess existing local and state STEM assets.

•   Coordinates with government, military, industry and other 
STEM entities to develop and advocate for policies that 
support the work of the partnership.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES



Superior Hub

Bay Hub

Straits Hub

St. Clair
 Hub

Lake Michigan
Hub
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This statewide network will comprise five regional communities 
defined by geography, economic sectors and current distribution of 
STEM resources. Within each community, community partners and 
stakeholders will work together to build local STEM capacity and 
improve the lives and futures of Michigan’s children.

For Michigan STEM Partnership 
information, contact:

Connie Duncan 
269.965.9440 
connie@bcamsc.org

For funding opportunities,  
contact:

Paul Drummond 
248.515.0461 
pdrummond15@gmail.com

OUR GOALS

MICHIGAN NEEDS  
A STATEWIDE  
PARTNERSHIP TO:

•  Develop and execute a statewide 
plan of action to increase interest 
and achievement in STEM. 

•  Engage business and industry in 
addressing the challenge.

•  Create an asset map of the existing 
STEM programs and activities to 
identify opportunities and gaps.

•  Increase the number of students 
who graduate from high school, 
career- or college-ready without 
remediation.

To foster statewide collaboration 
that elevates STEM literacy and 
competencies in a way that increases 
Michigan’s economic strength to 
retain and attract desirable jobs. 
Develop globally competitive 
school systems and a statewide 
environment that values lifelong 
learners who set the standard for 
critical thinking, problem-solving 
and innovation. 

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

To support Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) education opportunities  
that spark interest and promote 
literacy in all Michigan students 
while improving their overall 
achievement and increasing  
career and college readiness.
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