
Sample Parent Letter

(to be placed on your district’s letterhead)
[Date]
Dear Family Members:

I am pleased to announce that (name of school district) is now completely tobacco-free.  Although our schools have been tobacco-free during school hours for many years, this new policy, passed by the School Board on (date), prohibits the use of any tobacco product, by any person, at any time.  A copy of the policy is enclosed for your information.  Further information about the policy, including tips for talking to your child about tobacco and resources for quitting, can be found on our website at (district’s website address.)
The policy is part of a larger school health initiative that also includes healthy eating and increased physical activity for students and staff.  Research shows that healthy students learn better, and (name of district) is committed to promoting a healthy learning environment that supports our children’s highest potential.  Because research also shows that young people are more likely to use tobacco when they observe adults and other teens using it, the new 24-hour, 7-days-per- week policy is extended to all outside areas and school vehicles, personal vehicles on school property, and off-campus school events.
Beginning this fall, students and staff members will be volunteering at school events, such as the high school football games, to help visitors understand and comply with the new 24/7 Tobacco-Free Schools Policy.  While I know that this may not be easy for those who use tobacco, I also trust that, as the adults on whom these young people depend, we will all put our children’s needs first by observing the policy at all of our school events.
Thank you for working with us to build the healthiest possible environment for your children, our students.
Sincerely,

(Name of Superintendent)

Superintendent
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