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ANNOUNCES IMPLEMENTATION OF


(PHONE NUMBER)

24/7 TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOLS POLICY
Beginning (date when policy goes into effect), (Name of School District) takes one more step forward to protect the health of children and foster an effective learning environment.  Previously school property in (Name of School District) was smoke free during school hours as required by law.  Now tobacco use will be prohibited on all school property and at all school related events, by any person, at any time, and in any location.

“In addition to being a deadly health hazard, exposure to tobacco has demonstrated negative effects on school performance,” said (name of school official or administrator), referencing the Michigan State Board of Education Policy on 24/7 Tobacco-Free Schools.  “Research also suggests that young people are strongly influenced to use tobacco by the role modeling of adults and peers, and that tobacco smoke results in serious, ongoing health problems for children and adolescents.  With that kind of information, how can we ignore these risks to our students?”
The 24/7 Tobacco-Free Schools Policy was approved by the (Name of School District) Board of Education at their meeting on (meeting date).  The school district will continue to work with community partners, parents, and students to effectively implement this policy.  The passage and implementation of this policy is recommended by the Michigan State Board of Education.  The policy and other information about it are on the web at (web site address).

(Name of School District) is implementing this initiative in the interest of children’s health and learning.  While this may not be easy for those who use tobacco, the district trusts that our community will put our children’s needs first by observing the policy at all of our school events.   (Names of community partners agreeing to offer cessation services) have agreed to step up their efforts to offer cessation services to those who want to quit.  

[Insert quote from cessation service provider talking about how hard it is to quit and promoting their cessation service.]
Since this policy is in effect 24 hours a day, seven days a week, it will also be observed by community groups and organizations that use school properties and buildings after school hours.  The schools will be contacting these groups seeking their cooperation and help in informing their participants about the new policy.
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