
Merit Award 
Megan Hughes 
Power Sports and Equipment Program 
Small Engine and Equipment 
Wexford-Missaukee Career Technical Center 
Pine River High School 
Nominator: David Mackey, Instructor 
 
Megan joined the Power Sport and Equipment Program because she wanted to know how things  
worked and how to fix them.  She has always had a knack for taking things apart, learning how  
they worked, and then reassembling them.  Enrolling in this program allowed her to do what she  
loves while learning important skills that can be used beyond the classroom. 

 
Megan has accomplished much in her CTE program.  Some of her 
accomplishments are; an SP2 industry recognized safety training and a Stihl 
factory bronze level certification.  Megan is now working on her Honda factory 
training for a four stroke engine certification.  She has managed to earn three 
articulation credits from MMI for motorcycle engine theory and she has 
completed a four stroke and two stroke engine theory.  She is in the process of 
learning electrical theory an application.  Her instructor says that Megan is an 
outstanding student and is always ready to work with a positive attitude and a 
smile. 
 
Megan plans to attend college and become a 

veterinarian. She has learned many transferrable skills in her CTE program that will 
help her to be successful in her career choice. 
 

D o what makes you 
happy! 

~ Megan Hughes 

Sydney Martin 
Digital Media Technology 

St. Clair Technical Education Center 
Port Huron High School 

Nominator: Keely Baribeau, Instructor 
 
Sydney always knew she wanted to go into the media industry because she loves entertaining 
people and making them laugh.  She is inspired by the amount of work and collaboration that 
goes into the process of making movies and television.   
 
Sydney  has proven herself as a capable leader in several productions.  As a junior, she 

challenged herself with working on advance senior coursework to learn editing and camera work.  She has been a 
producer/director on projects that have included a non-profit organization’s video 
and an episode of “TEC Check.”  Sydney is an eager volunteer for out-of-class 
opportunities.  Her competitions in SkillsUSA have earned her two opportunities to 
compete at the state level.  She and her partner won a national video competition 
through SkillsUSA to be shown at the organization’s National Conference in 
Kansas City, Missouri, published in the SkillsUSA Magazine, promoted on social 
media, and used as a recruitment tool for students across the country.  
 
After high school, Sydney plans to attend either Eastern Michigan University or 
Grand Valley State University where she will major in Film/Video Production and 

 minor in Communications.  While in college, 
 she plans to intern at a television station or a production company so she can 
 transition her skills into a real job and start networking with people in the  

industry.  Ultimately, she would like direct or edit for a production company  
like Universal Studios or Disney.  

T he key to being successful 
in a nontraditional career 
is to make yourself heard 
and to stand out.  

~ Sydney Martin 8 


