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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: State Board of Education  
 
FROM:  Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman  
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Criteria for the Striving Readers Grant 
 
The purpose of the Striving Readers grant is to raise adolescent students' literacy levels 
in Title I-eligible schools.  The Striving Readers grant will also build a strong, scientific 
research base for identifying and replicating strategies that improve adolescent literacy 
skills. 
 
Department staff will make the federal funds available to four high schools and five 
middle schools to implement the Fusion Reading Intervention Program.  The Fusion 
Reading Intervention Program was created by the University of Kansas and has shown 
promising results.  SRI International will conduct the scientific evaluation that will 
document the program’s performance. 
 
The grantee will comply with all applicable requirements of all state statutes, federal 
laws, executive orders, regulations, policies, and award conditions governing this 
program. 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the criteria for the 
Striving Readers grant, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated   
March 22, 2010. 
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Criteria for Striving Readers    
 

The State Board of Education has adopted as its Strategic Goal “Attain substantial and 
meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with 
primary emphasis on high priority schools and students.” 
 
To the extent possible, all grant criteria and grant awards will serve to further attain 
the above goal, and the Board’s Vision and Principles of Universal Education.  

 
 
PRIORITIES, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS THAT THESE CRITERIA SUPPORT 
 
The State Board of Education has adopted as its strategic goal “Attain substantial and 
meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children with 
primary emphasis on high priority schools and students.”  The Striving Readers grant 
assists with this goal and addresses the State Board of Education’s priorities and 
policies.  
 
The Striving Readers grant aims to significantly raise the literacy level of adolescent 
students who have demonstrated they are struggling readers and are eligible to receive 
Title I funding.  The Striving Readers grant provides an intervention class that will 
increase students’ reading levels and raise students’ achievement in all subject areas. 
 
BACKGROUND/PURPOSE OF GRANT 
 
√ Competitive      □ Formula       √ New       □ Continuation 
 
The purpose of the Striving Readers grant aims to raise middle and high school 
students' literacy levels in Title I-eligible schools with significant numbers of students 
reading below grade-level. The Striving Readers grant will also build a strong, scientific 
research base for identifying and replicating strategies that improve adolescent literacy 
skills. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
Date criteria were last approved _________N/A____________ 
 
√ Defined in Legislation □   Defined in Department’s Approved         √  Proposed    

      Grant Application to the Funder                 by Staff 

• State assessment data demonstrate who, during each of the 2007-08 and 2008-
09 school years (or the most recent two years for which data are available), a 
minimum of 75 students in the grades to be served by the supplemental literacy 
intervention were struggling readers. 

• Evidence that the school is eligible to receive funds under Title I, Part A pursuant 
to section 1113 of the ESEA. 



 

• A letter from the superintendent of the LEA that has governing authority over the 
school and the principal of the school that they:  

o Agree to implement the proposed supplemental literacy intervention 
during the 2010-11, 2011-12, and 2012-13 school years, adhering strictly 
to the design of the intervention, 

o Agree to allow eligible struggling readers to be randomly assigned (by 
lottery) to either the supplemental literacy intervention curriculum or to 
other activities in which they would otherwise participate, such as a study 
hall, electives, or other activity that does not involve supplemental reading 
instruction, 

o Agree to participate in the evaluation, including the collection of data on 
student outcomes and program implementation. 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/TARGET POPULATION TO BE SERVED BY GRANT 
 
The eligible applicants/target populations to be served are adolescent students 
(grades 6-12) that demonstrate they are struggling readers and are eligible to receive 
Title I funding. 
 
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE 
 
The total funds available for the Striving Readers grant are $5,703,004 over four years. 

• $   945, 052 (2009/2010) 
• $ 1,634,733 (2010/2011) 
• $ 1,601,327 (2011/2012) 
• $ 1,521,892 (2012/2013) 

 
 
LEGISLATION 
  
Striving Readers is a discretionary grant program authorized as part of the FY 2005 
Appropriations Act under the Title I demonstration authority (Part E, Section 1502 of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 as amended by No Child Left 
Behind Act, 2001 - PL 107-110). 
 
OFFICE ADMINISTERING GRANT/PROGRAM CONTACT 
 
Office of Education Improvement and Innovation 
Mark Coscarella 
coscarellam@michigan.gov
335-2797 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg12.html#sec1502
mailto:coscarellam@michigan.gov
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