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The Silent Epidemic Report Recommendations Cross-walked with Achievement Gap Student Voice Focus Group Recommendations
KEY
· The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives of High School Dropouts report recommendations
· Achievement Gap Student Focus Group recommendations

· Improve Instruction and Access to Supports for Struggling Students
· African American male students are not always included in college prep courses.
· Students are in need of additional social and academic support.
· Teaching styles should acknowledge that students have different styles of learning.
· The transition from middle to high school is often difficult and students need extra emotional and academic support.
· Students can also be teachers for both peers and adults.
· Educational experience would be enhanced with more African American teachers.

· Build a School Climate that Fosters Academics
· Improve Teaching and Curricula to Make School More Relevant and Engaging and Enhance the Connection between School and Work
· The violence and conditions of some homes and communities is a barrier to success.
· The perceptions teachers have of students positively or negatively influence the perceptions they have of themselves. 
· Students can also be teachers for both peers and adults.

· Ensure Strong Adult-Student Relationships within the School
· A positive, nurturing relationship with a family member and/or another adult can make the difference in a student’s academic success.

· Improve the Communication between Parents and Schools

The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives of High School Dropouts
http://docs.gatesfoundation.org/united-states/documents/thesilentepidemic3-06final.pdf


