
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard J (MDE) 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 1:54 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 
Subject: Tuesday News from MDE 020712 

 
A new month with some new information.  Following up on last week, we will start 
with the new meal pattern: 

 
1) New Meal Pattern – Last week I sent out quite a bit of information regarding the 

requirements of the new meal pattern.  While we have not received any 
additional information, I was recorded presenting the same United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) PowerPoint that they used to inform all of 

the state agencies.  Before you watch and listen to the presentation, be sure to 
print out the following materials:  

 
a. The new meal pattern - 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/legislation/dietaryspecs.pdf.  

b. Comparison of the old and new meal pattern - 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/legislation/comparison.pdf. 

c. Questions and answers - www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SP10-
2012sNew_Meal_375324_7.pdf. 

d. Timeline - 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Legislation/implementation_ti
meline.pdf. 

 
Lastly, here is the link to the actual recording of the videotape –  

http://www.mistreamnet.com/vidflv.php?who=mde.nutrition.final_rule.020712.
  It is an hour long and covers a lot of information.  If you print out the above 
information and listen to the PowerPoint presentation, you will have all of the 

information we have at this point.  I am sure in the near future we will be 
forwarding you additional information. 

 
2) LEARS – Very IMPORTANT.  The Local Educational Agency Review System 

(LEARS) Verification Summary Report will open Wednesday, February 8, 2012.  

Please note, the deadline for completing the LEARS report is still  
March 1, 2012.  The web-based LEARS Verification Summary Report is 

available at www.michigan.gov/meis.  Scroll down to Child Nutrition Programs 
(CNP) and click on LEARS-Verification Summary Report. The data you need to 
complete the LEARS report are from the outcome of the verification activities 

you completed in November 2011. 
 

Important reminders about the LEARS report:  Part I, Question 4 has been 
modified. Part I, Question 4 has the addition of 4-0, Column A.  This area has 
been prepopulated with information about all students eligible for free meals via 

Direct Certification as of October 31, 2011. You will not be able to change 
this number.  
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However, you will be able to add more students in Part I,  

Question 4-1, Column A.  This may include students such as: 
 

 Children that are directly certified and not on the list. 
 Foster children. 
 Runaway and homeless children. 

 
The number you put in Part I, 4-1, Column A must be greater than the 

number prepopulated in Part I, 4-0, A.  If the number in Part I, 4-1, 
Column A is less than the prepopulated number in Part I, 4-0, Column A 
you will receive an error message and will not be able to certify the 

report until it is corrected. 
 

If you have any additional questions, please refer to the Food Service 
Administrative Policy No. 5 School Year 2011-2012-Verification of Eligibility for 
School Meals at 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/5_Verification_of_Eligibility_for_Sch
_Meals_367308_7.pdf, call 517-373-3347, or e-mail MDE-

schoolnutrition@michigan.gov. 
 

3) Michelle Obama – Attached is a letter sent from First Lady Michelle Obama to all 
food service professionals and partners.  Please read and share with your staff. 

 

Well, some additional news.  This will be the last Tuesday News from MDE for a few 
weeks.  The doctor says I need a new hip so I am going IN for surgery to get one.  In 

the meantime, the School Nutrition unit will still send out important information on a 
timely basis but you won’t be getting some of my comments for awhile.  I will try my 
best to keep up on School Nutrition while recovering and return as soon as possible.  

Take care. 
 

 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 

School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

Looking for information on local schools? Go to www.michigan.gov/mischooldata. 
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