
I missed last Tuesday so this week is relatively filled with information.  Important 
information…Community Eligibility Option, Farm to School Grants, HealthierUS 

School Challenge (HUSSC) recognition, and the list goes on.  Here we go: 
 

1) Community Eligibility Option (CEO) – We will be opening our new online 
application for the CEO within the next week or two.  However, before we 
open the application we wanted to send you important information.  For 

background, the CEO allows schools that have a direct certification 
percentage of over 40% to serve all students free breakfast and lunch.  To 

determine the percentage of meals served that will be reimbursed at the free 
rate, take your direct cert rate and multiply by 1.6.  A district at 50% direct 
cert rate (direct certified students divided by enrollment) will claim 80% (1.6 

X 50%) of the meals served free and the remainder as paid.  The first step in 
evaluating your interest in CEO is to look at the information from the 

following links.  These links show all direct certification rates by building.  
The first list we are required to provide is the list of schools that have a 
direct cert rate CLOSE to the 40% requirement level which USDA defines as 

those schools over 30% direct cert rate but less than 40%.  Here is a link to 
that list:   http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2012-2013_CEO_Near-

Eligible_Buildings_383194_7.pdf. The second list includes the schools with a 
percentage of 40% or more.  Here is that list: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2012-
2013_CEO_Eligible_Buildings_383192_7.pdf.   While we will be providing 
much more information in the coming couple of weeks, you should know that 

you can combine schools that are under 40% with schools that are over 40% 
in order to group schools to meet the 40% threshold.  You can apply for 

single schools, group of schools, or your entire district.  For now, look at the 
lists we have provided to see if it appears your school(s) will be eligible.  The 
numbers on this list is our best available data.  The final number of directly 

certified students (also referred to as Identified Students) and enrollment will 
be determined at the local level as of April 1, 2012, so your numbers may be 

slightly different than ours.  In any event, much more to come but we 
wanted you to be able to evaluate the schools in your district that may 
qualify and begin to consider if the CEO is a good option for your district. 

 
2) Emergency and Disaster Plans – While the attached memo from the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA) may not have an immediate impact 
on your school, it does provide helpful and useful information in case some 
type of disaster occurs in your area.  The memo definitely puts an emphasis 

on different ways to make sure people, especially children, are fed during 
emergencies. 

 
3) Farm to School Grants – Attached is a very informative USDA memo which 

includes information on how to apply for new Farm to School Grants.  These 

grants represent significant funding for districts interested in working with 
local farmers.  It is even suggested districts work together to submit a grant 

proposal that will have an even greater impact.  There are both Planning 
Grants and Implementation Grants available depending upon where your 
district is in developing Farm to School Programs.  These grants are from 
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USDA directly so you will apply for these grants through USDA and not the 
Michigan Department of Education.   

 
4) Grain Fruit Products – Attached is another USDA memo that covers the 

Grain/Fruit products that in the past were approved for breakfast to be 
credited toward a reimbursable meal.  Read the attachment carefully.  Fruit 
is no longer creditable from these products.  Grains may be creditable if 

there is proper labeling.  The memo carefully defines these changes.   
 

5) Juice – There has been some confusion on the crediting of juice under the 
new meal pattern.  To begin, whether you serve an 8 oz portion or 4 oz 
portion of 100% juice, the most you can claim toward the fruit requirement 

using juice is ½ cup.  There has been language to the effect that juice can 
only constitute ½ of the fruit requirement which some interpreted that for 

elementary schools, ½ cup of juice would only count as a ¼ cup fruit, so you 
would have to offer an additional ¼ cup.  This has been clarified by USDA 
and is NOT correct.  If you serve elementary students ½ cup or more of 

juice, that meets the minimum daily requirement of fruit (½ cup) so the meal 
is reimbursable without additional fruit.  The ½ cup of juice meets the ½ cup 

of fruit minimum daily amount offered.  At the high school, you can only 
count the ½ cup of juice as a ½ cup of fruit so you must still OFFER an 

additional ½ cup of fruit to meet the daily minimum requirement of 1 cup.  
For all grades, no more than half of the fruit or vegetable OFFERINGS may be 
in the form of juice for the week. 

 
6) New Meal Pattern Tray – One of the districts sent the following email 

message to me looking for input on how people will handle the additional 
quantities of food required to fit on trays that were not designed to hold the 
additional food in the new meal pattern.  Here is the email – “We are 

planning a training session for our staff on the new meal reqs and would like 
to do a mock lunch line.  To minimize food waste, our plan is to continue 

offering ½  cup of fruit and ½ cup of veggie (no challenge for us as we offer 
a variety everyday at all levels) and they can take 2 of each to equal 1 cup of 
each at the high school level.  While picturing this, I realized the fit on the 

lunch tray will be a challenge. (ex:  fish nuggets, whole grain roll, ½ cup 
grapes, ½ cup pineapple, ½ cup fresh broccoli, ½ cup sweet potatoes, milk).  

I'm sure others have thought of this and may have ideas/suggestions (ideally 
a 7 compartment tray).  So does anyone have ideas?”  Anybody have 
connection to industry that may have a solution?  Let me know. 

 
7) Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) – It is not too late.  Sponsors can 

apply for the SFSP until May 1, 2012, at 11:59 p.m.  The SFSP is a very 
important method of getting food and good nutrition to our children that are 
no longer receiving school meals over the summer.  Here is the link to 

MEGS+ which is where you will start the application process (if you haven’t 
already): https://mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus/.  We also have a lot of 

information posted at www.michigan.gov/sfsp.   
 

8) Retirement – The Director of the Grants Coordination and School Support 

unit, Mary Ann Chartrand (my boss’s boss!!), here at the Michigan 
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Department of Education is retiring!!  Her last day will be Monday, April 30.  
The impact she has had on the children of our state is immeasurable, first as 

an educator and then in her current position.  Just part of her duties include 
being the Child Nutrition Director for the State of Michigan.  In addition to all 

the work she has done in helping to feed our students, she also helps 
coordinate many grants that also help the students of our state.  Mary Ann 
will be missed around here as she has been a great guiding light for all us 

that work for her and with her.  The School Nutrition Programs wishes her 
only the best in her retirement.  If you would like to send “Best Wishes” to 

her, the email address is chartrandm@michigan.gov.  A little side note – she 
has been the “Editor in Chief” for my Tuesday News so in the future my News 
may not be nearly as grammatically correct as they have been.  Mary Ann 

was once an English teacher!!!  In any event, if you have a second, wish her 
well.  Thanks. 

 
9) HUSSC Award Winners – Ouch!!  I (deservedly) took a lot of heat for only 

mentioning the recent HUSSC award winners.  I thought about making the 

list an attachment but since the others were mentioned in the body of my 
email, here are the other recipients: 

 

Fulton School District (2/12 – 2/16) 

 Fulton Elementary School (Silver) 

Forest Hills Public Schools (1/12 – 1/16) 

 Ada Vista Elementary School (Bronze) 

Mason Consolidated Schools (1/12 – 1/16)  

 Central Elementary School (Bronze) 

Waterford School District (1/12 – 1/16) 

 Adams Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Beaumont Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Cooley Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Houghton Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Knudsen Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Schoolcraft Elementary School (Bronze) 

Forest Hills Public Schools (12/11 – 12/15)  

 Ada Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Collins Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Knapp Forest Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Meadowbrook Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Orchard View Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Pine Ridge Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Thornapple Elementary School (Bronze) 

Plymouth Canton Community Schools (12/11 – 12/15) 

 Allen Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Bentley Elementary School (Bronze)  
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 Bird Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Eriksson Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Farrand Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Fiegel Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Field Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Gallimore Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Hoben Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Hulsing Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Isbister Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Miller Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Smith Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Tonda Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Workman Elementary School (Bronze) 

Waterford School District (6/11 – 6/15) 

 Donelson Hills Elementary School (Silver) 

  

Waterford School District (5/11 – 5/15) 

 Haviland Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Riverside Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Stepanski Early Childhood Center (Bronze)  

 Waterford Village Elementary School (Bronze)  
 William Austin Burt Elementary School (Bronze) 

Lansing Charter School (5/11 - 5/15) 

 Mid Michigan Leadership Academy (Bronze) 

Troy Public School District (3/11 - 3/15) 

 Barnard Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Bemis Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Costello Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Hamilton Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Hill Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Leonard Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Martell Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Morse Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Schroeder Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Troy Union Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Wass Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Wattles Elementary School (Bronze) 

Coloma Community Schools (3/11 - 3/15) 

 Coloma Middle School (Silver) 

Birmingham Public School District (2/11 - 2/15) 

 Beverly Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Bingham Farms Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Greenfield Elementary School (Bronze)  



 Harlan Elementary School (Bronze)  

 Pembroke Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Pierce Elementary School (Bronze)  
 Quarton Elementary School (Bronze)  

 West Maple Elementary School (Bronze) 

Hillsdale Community Schools (2/11 - 2/15) 

 Davis Middle School (Gold) 

Roscommon Area Public Schools (2/11 - 2/15) 

 Roscommon Middle School (Gold Award of Distinction) 

Fowlerville Community Schools (2/11 - 2/15) 

 Fowlerville Junior High School (Bronze) 

Okemos Public Schools (10/10 - 10/14) 

 Central Elementary School (Bronze) 

Williamston Community Schools (10/10 - 10/14) 

 Explorer Elementary School (Bronze) 

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools (10/10 - 10/14) 

 Dodson Elementary School (Bronze) 

Waterford School District (9/10 - 9/14) 

 Carl Sandburg Elementary School (Gold) 

Hope some of this information was useful for you.  I know a lot was covered.  More 

information for you next week.  
 

 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 
School Nutrition Programs 
Office of School Support Services 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

Each April, Michigan celebrates the Month of the Young Child. Go to www.miaeyc.org to 

learn more. 
 

http://www.miaeyc.org/

























