
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard J (MDE) 

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 4:24 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Tuesday News from MDE 101811 

 

The weeks fly by, don’t they?  Already getting close to Halloween!!  Here is 

the latest: 
 

1) Rural Area Equipment Grant – Attached is letter from the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) detailing some low cost loans and 
grants that are available through the USDA’s Rural Development’s 

Community Facilities Program.  Note that these loans/grants can be 
used for a variety of food service needs.  Also, please note that these 
loans/grants are not administered through this office.  You will need to 

contact your local Rural Development Office or go online to: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html.  

2) Promotions and Special Events – I know this is a bit of a $64,000 
Question (for those too young to know that reference, think of the 

million dollar question on “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire”), but just as 
I collected a list of the nutrition changes that were made at your 
district, I would like you to send me promotions that you have done at 

your school that have been successful – in terms of participation, 
public relations, just plain fun, success even when it is repeated, 

and/or educating the public on school lunch.  Notice I said “or.”  A 
successful promotion doesn’t have to have all these qualities, not 
necessarily even an increase in participation.  A promotion that 

achieves any or all of these end results can be considered successful.  
Anyhow, if I get a good list, I will compile and send out for all to use.  

If participation does increase, include some information if possible.   
3) School Nutrition Association of Michigan (SNAM) Annual Conference – 

This important conference is coming up soon, November 10-13, in 

Traverse City at the Grand Traverse Resort.  The School Nutrition 
Programs (SNP) Unit will be providing various training including our all 

encompassing School Meals Program Requirements Training.  I will be 
giving a Michigan Department of Education Update and Marla Moss will 
be talking about the new fresh produce program pilot that Michigan 

has been awarded.  Here is the link to the SNAM website: 
http://www.michigansna.org/.  

4) Thanks – Last week I asked for volunteer schools to host a meeting for 
us state employees at the School Nutrition Programs (SNP) unit.  A 
good number of schools volunteered to host my group and I will be 

contacting the “winner” soon.  I appreciate all that offered their 
hospitality. 

5) Roadblocks and Barriers – While we have been focusing on treating 
our sponsors and food service directors as customers, I know there is 
still a feeling that sometimes the Michigan Department of Education 

(MDE) can be a roadblock or barrier to achieving your goals.  Keeping 
in mind that the vast majority of the tasks, duties and responsibilities 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://www.michigansna.org/


we ask of you, are from USDA, do you have any constructive ideas on 
how we can more effectively do all of our jobs?  No promises but I am 

interested in hearing how the field views us.   
 

Enough for this week.  I’ll be back at it next week.   
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 
School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

Looking for information on local schools? Go to www.michigan.gov/mischooldata. 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/mischooldata







