
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard J (MDE) 

Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 3:23 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Tuesday News from MDE 122011 

 

One more Tuesday News from me before the holidays.  The next Tuesday 

News will be January 10, 2012!!  For now, here is the information for the 
week: 
 

1) Local Wellness Policy (LWP) – There has been some confusion over 
what changes the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA) made in 

relation to the LWP for the current school year. Attached is an easy to 
read chart that highlights the differences between the original 2004 
guidance and what is new thus far under the HHFKA. 

 
2) An Important Coordinated Review Effort (CRE) Tip – Make sure all 

people listed on an income based free and reduced meal application 
show their income, even if that income is “0” (zero).  Not having all 

members (including children) of a household declaring their income is 
considered an incomplete application which can result in fiscal action 
(we can take money back).  So review your applications and make 

sure this information is completed on all of the income based 
applications.  If necessary, you can call to verify, for example, Bobby 

Smith is 4 years old and does not receive any income.  Circle zero in 
cases like this and make a notation of your phone call. 
 

3) School Garden Grants - Seeds, shovels, irrigation equipment, hoop 
house materials…what do you need to help your school garden grow? 

 Often, the biggest obstacle to starting a school garden is funding.  
That’s why FoodCorps and the Whole Kids Foundation spent this fall 
raising funds for the School Garden Grant Program. The Whole Kids 

Foundation will be providing $2,000 grants to support up to 1,000 
school garden projects this spring––at FoodCorps schools and in other 

communities around the country.  The deadline is December 31.  
Apply now to turn your dream school garden wish list into a reality. 
 Click here to check out the eligibility and selection criteria as well as 

frequently asked questions - apply for a garden grant today. Note – 
this is not a State or United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

grant.  Please work with FoodCorps on this grant. 
 

4) More Direct Certification Guidance – Attached is some helpful guidance 

on the direct certification process.  Both the State of Michigan and 
USDA will be looking for more compliance in completing this process 

on a timely basis.  It has become an important tool in helping to make 
sure low income students receive free meals and the importance of 
direct certification is only expected to increase over the coming years. 

 

http://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/gardengrants-application.php?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Garden%20Grant%20Deadline&org=397&lvl=1&ite=66&lea=63489&ctr=0&par=1


To all that receive this email and your staffs, have a wonderful, safe and 
Happy Holiday Season!!   

 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 
School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

Looking for information on local schools? Go to www.michigan.gov/mischooldata. 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/mischooldata







