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Michigan Department of Education
Office of School Support Services
School Nutrition Programs
Application for Extension of the Whole Grain-Rich Exemption for School Year 2016-2017

On April 29, 2016, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) released policy memo SP 33-2016 – Extension Notice:  Request for Exemption from the School Meals’ Whole Grain-Rich Requirement for School Year 2016-2017[endnoteRef:1].  The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) notified School Food Authorities (SFAs) that the State agency would allow for the extension of whole grain-rich (WGR) exemptions. [1:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/extension-notice-requests-exemption-school-meals%E2%80%99-whole-grain-rich-requirement-sy-2016-17] 

In order to have the most up-to-date WGR exemption request on file from the SFAs, MDE is requiring ALL SFAs to complete a new, updated WGR exemption survey for school year 2016-2017.  MDE realizes that since the approval of WGR grain and pasta exemption requests over the past few years, many students have now become accustomed to WGR products and there are many more WGR products available from manufacturers.  By completing a new survey, the SFA will now be able to amend or change their original WGR exemption requests. 
Please remember that even with an MDE approved WGR exemption:
· Exemptions are only for the products listed on the survey. 
· SFAs must continue to introduce and incorporate WGR grain products into school menus.
· SFAs must ensure that at least half of the grain items offered weekly are whole grain-rich.
· Enriched grain products approved for the exemption count towards the grain component.
To apply for an exemption for WGR products, complete the SY 2016-2017 Request for Whole Grain-Rich (WGR) Exemption survey[endnoteRef:2]:  [2:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9V98BCQ] 

Any questions regarding this matter may be directed to the MDE School Nutrition Programs unit at: mde-schoolnutrition@michigan.gov or by calling 517-373-3347.

