
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 2:33 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 031214 

 

Some of the latest from the School Nutrition Programs unit here at the Department 

of Education: 
 

1) New Grants - Through partners CSX Transportation, Kellogg Company, and 

the Kellogg’s Corporate Citizenship Fund (and more!), Action for Healthy Kids 
is pleased to release its School Grants for Healthy Kids opportunities for the 

2014-2015 school year.  Around 1,000 schools will be awarded funds ranging 
from $500 to $5,000 to support school breakfast and physical activity 
programs.  Funded schools will also receive expertise and people power to 

help implement a successful project that leads to sustainable 
change.   Award amounts will be based on building enrollment, project type, 

potential impact, and a school’s ability to mobilize parents and students 
around school wellness initiatives. Go to the following link.  The first two 

grants listed are available here in Michigan 
http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/resources/school-grants. 

2) Farm to School – Attached is a great flyer on Farm to School.  In addition to 

F2S, there are also helpful tips on purchasing a variety of food products 
locally.  Good for your kids, your program, and the Michigan Economy!!  

3) Healthy Lunchtime Challenge – First Lady Michelle Obama is again teaming 
up with the U.S. Department of Education, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and Epicurious to host a nationwide recipe challenge to promote 

cooking and healthy eating among America’s youth. We’re inviting parents or 
guardians and their children, ages 8-12, to submit an original lunch recipe 

that is healthy, affordable, and tasty, with the opportunity to be invited to 
attend a Kids' "State Dinner" at the White House where a selection of the 
winning healthy recipes will be served. Click 

http://www.recipechallenge.epicurious.com/ for more information about the 
Healthy Lunchtime Challenge and to submit your recipe! 

4) Boost Breakfast - REGISTER NOW: FREE #BoostBreakfastMI Regional 
Training http://ow.ly/udQqU.  Includes: breakfast, lunch, State Continuing 
Education Clock Hours for teachers and most importantly amazing 

information and tools to start or improve your School Breakfast 
Program.  Save the date flyer attached.  Registration deadline is  

March 17, 2014. 

5) Pictures of Michigan School Breakfast Needed – Email any pictures you may 
have to PurvesE@michigan.gov or share via Team Nutrition Social 

Media.  Include school name and contact name.  Our training presenter Dayle 
Hayes of “School Meals that Rock” will be featuring pictures of Michigan 

School Breakfast on her blog during the week of the trainings and we need 
more photos for her to share! 

6) Norovirus - Each year on average in the United States, norovirus causes  

19–21 million cases of acute gastroenteritis (inflammation of the stomach or 

http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/resources/school-grants
http://www.recipechallenge.epicurious.com/
http://ow.ly/udQqU
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intestines or both), leads to 1.7–1.9 million outpatient visits and 400,000 
emergency department visits, primarily in young children, contributes to 

about 56,000–71,000 hospitalizations and 570-800 deaths, mostly among 
young children and the elderly.  You can get norovirus illness at any time 

during the year. But, it is most common in the winter. Also, there can be 
50% more norovirus illness in years when there is a new strain of the virus 
going around.  NFSMI’s Norovirus Resources and Training can help you 

prepare!  Follow this link: www.nfsmi.org/norovirus.  The Norovirus Series is 
a group of resources that identify tools needed to communicate the risks 

associated with norovirus, including prevention strategies in school and child 
care nutrition program settings. 

7) Just an FYI - Please make the following pen/ink change to FNS’ Eligibility 

Manual for School Meals: Page 41, Q/A #5, first bullet should read:  “This 
provides the household opportunity to resolve the discrepancy during the (10 

calendar days) advance notice of adverse action; or.”  USDA National Office 
is aware of the error and has added it to a list of edits to make later this year 
to the eligibility manual. 

8) Nutrition Facts Label - Please take note of the First Lady’s attached 
announcement on proposed revisions to the Nutrition Facts Label, in an effort 

to make them more usable to consumers and to reflect the latest scientific 
information.  

9) Unpaid Meal Balances - Correspondence was recently received from the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regarding outstanding 
balances on students’ meal accounts.  They were deeply troubled by a recent 

incident where meals were taken away from several elementary school 
children, allegedly due to outstanding balances on their school meal 

accounts.  Although it was likely an isolated incident, USDA is committed to 
protecting the integrity of the child nutrition programs and ensuring that 
families and children are treated fairly and respectfully.  To this end, USDA 

will conduct a study of the policies and practices of school districts for serving 
meals to students who are unable to pay.  Furthermore, USDA will soon 

convene a multidisciplinary working group to solicit best practices and 
recommendations in this area.  See the memorandum from State 
Superintendent Mike Flanagan at the following 

link:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/UnpaidMealBalances_44946
9_7.pdf. 

 
 
 

 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 

Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 

 

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child nutrition 

programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering partnerships to ensure the 

nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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