
 
From: MDE-SchoolNutrition  

Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 3:07 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 
Subject: Weekly News from MDE 080312 IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Yes, this is an important Weekly News.  Two important online applications are being opened, 
some training information, and some other important news.  Please read carefully.  While we 
are opening up these applications, it will still take some time for us to be fully prepared to 
answer all questions.  In the meantime, however, we want you to be able to work on these 
applications .  Just note, it just may take some time for us to get all the answers.     
 

1) School Nutrition Programs Application (formerly CNAP) – Our MEGS+ program now has 
the School Nutrition programs application available to be completed.  While the 
application is not due until October 15, 2012, we encourage all interested School Food 
Authorities to apply on a timely basis to help insure participation and timely 
reimbursement.  Here is the link to MEGS+ - https://mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus/ .  You 
will need your username and password.  In addition, a MEGS+ quick guide on filling out 
a school nutrition program application is available at - 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/7-25-
11_MEGS+_Quick_guide_360449_7.doc .  While it was not updated for 2013, it will 
provide a good overview on the steps required to fill out the application, if you are not 
already familiar with the process involved.  Questions can be sent to mde-
schoolnutrition@michigan.gov .  

2) 6 Cents Certification Application – The Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act requires all schools 
participating in the National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program to 
follow new meal pattern requirements for school year 2012-2013.  An additional 6 cents 
in reimbursement is available to help with the costs of these changes effective October 
1, 2012.  In order to receive this reimbursement, you need to fill out menus and 
certification forms.  The application to complete this process is now open as well.  
MEGS+ is the home of the application you will use to submit your documentation.  For 
those that have already started working on the Excel tool, you will be able to upload 
your completed work into the application.  Michelle Groothuis, one of our Analysts, has 
been appointed as a Department Manager to lead this project.  We are training 
additional staff next week to help approve applications and provide technical 
assistance.  Effective August 7, we have set up a special email address for you to send 
questions on this topic– 6centcert@michigan.gov .  Again, this email address will not be 
available until Tuesday, August 7.   

3) 6 Cents Certification New Resource – We filled out an Excel spreadsheet for all of the 
United States Department of Agriculture recipes that will list calories and saturated fat 
to assist you in filling out the nutrient analysis portion of Excel certification tool.  If you 
use this information, you will need to use the respective recipes in your operation.  We 
hope this can be a big help to those districts that weren’t sure how they would get 
nutrition information for the items they prepare from scratch.   The link to the USDA 
recipes is - http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/Resources/usda_recipes.html .  Our page for 6 
Cent Certification information is at - http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-
43092_50144-281153--,00.html or go to our website www.michigan.gov/schoolnutrition 
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and under “What’s New” click on 6 Cents Certification Materials.  The direct link to this 
new resource is - USDA Recipe List with Calories and Saturated Fat 

4) 6 Cents Certification – Depending on the level of interest and need, our 6 Cents 
Certification Team may provide training using computer labs.  So if you have tried 
completing it on your own but just are not able to complete the workbook(s), let me 
know. 

5) June Training – Our June trainings were videotaped and are now available online.  The 
topics included New Meal Patterns, Paid Lunch Equity and Non-Program Foods, USDA 
Updates (featuring 6 Cent Certification) and Understanding USDA Policies.  Here is the 
link - http://www.mistreamnet.com/vidflv.php?who=mde.usda.newmeal1.050612n01 .  
The Power Points and handouts are also attached. 

6) August Training – All of the trainings for August 21-23 are filled.  We are trying to get a 
contract completed to videotape and webcast all three day trainings.  We will let you 
know as soon as we have that available.  In addition, we will likely repeat this training in 
September and then there will training available at the SNAM conference in November 
as well. 

7) 2012-2013 Reimbursement Rates - For information on meal, snack, and milk 
reimbursement rates to school food authorities for SY 2012-2013, please see Food 
Service Administrative Policy No. 1 - SY 2012-2013 at the following link: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_1_for_2012-
13_2_393713_7.pdf 

8) 60 Day Claim Submission - For information on the National School Lunch Program claim 
submission 60-day deadline schedule and late claim exception options, please see Food 
Service Administrative Policy No. 2 – SY 2012-2013 at the following link: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No__2_for_2012-
13_2_393715_7.pdf . 

9) Residential Child Care Institiution Exception Form – USDA is allowing RCCIs to serve the 
same meal pattern portions to multiple grade groups under certain conditions. Here is 
the link to the Policy Memo -  http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/Policy-
Memos/2012/SP38-2012os.pdf .  And here is the link to the form we are asking RCCI’s to 
complete for approval.  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Department_of_Education_RCCI
_exception_394206_7.pdf . Email your form to mde-schoolnutrition@michigan.gov or 
fax to 517-373-4022.   

10) USDA Webinar – The following webinar is available for school district personnel as well 
as State Agencies: 

USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
2012 Back-To-School Campaign Introductory Webinar 
Tuesday, August 14, 2012, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM Eastern Time 
Wednesday, August 15, 2012, 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Eastern Time 
Session Description: These webinar sessions will introduce The School Day Just Got 
Healthier back-to-school campaign aimed at helping prepare students, school staff and 
leadership, and parents for the changes to school meals.  The webinar will include an 
overview of the resources available to help get the word out and build support for 
healthy eating in schools.  All sessions will contain the same information.  
Target Audience:  State Agency Staff, School Food Service Personnel, School 
Administrators 
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Participation:  These sessions will be available via Microsoft Office LiveMeeting 
(Webinar) and are free to all participants. You will need access to a telephone line and a 
computer with internet access for this webinar.  To participate, please complete the 
online registration. Further information will be forthcoming to registered participants. 
You must register to receive additional information. Connection instructions will be sent 
prior to the session in which you register for, to the email address you provide in the 
registration.  
Registration Link: https://www.research.net/s/HealthierSchoolDayWebinar 
Recording: All sessions will be recorded and posted online and on-demand soon 
following the completion of the webinar. All sessions will be posted on the USDA “The 
School Just Got Healthier” website coming soon. 
Additional information: Additional information on the USDA FNS Back-To-School 
Campaign can be found USDA “The School Just Got Healthier” website coming soon. 
Please feel free to extend this invitation on to any interested parties, as appropriate. 
Questions? If you have questions regarding this event, please contact: Kiev Randall, 
USDA FNS, healthierschoolday@fns.usda.gov 
 

A lot of information, I know.  I am aware of the challenges of meeting the new requirements of 
the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA) and in particular, at this time, the New Meal Pattern 
and the 6 Cents Certification.  While to some it may seem we are not disseminating information 
on a timely basis, we are making every attempt to keep the field as informed as possible.  As the 
State Agency, we first need to receive information, training and guidance from USDA.  
Depending on the timing, accuracy, and importance of the information, we then need to make 
determinations on how with our resources we can best communicate the information to all of 
you.  Unfortunately, all of this takes time.   I view the coming year as a transition year.  A year of 
training, learning new things, trying new methods, changes, challenges, frustration, and 
ultimately success.   It will take all of us (Department of Education, Food Service Directors, food 
service staff, students, administrators, parents) to reach the goals set by the HHFKA but I am 
confident it will happen.  The goals of addressing both childhood hunger and obesity are worthy 
goals.  If all the work we are doing helps to improve the health of our children, all of the time, 
effort and money spent will be more than worth it.  I ask for (and thank you in advance for) your 
patience, hard work, understanding and cooperation as we move forward.   
 
A most sincere Best Wishes for a Great School Year!!   

 
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 
Michigan Department of Education 
School Nutrition Programs 
517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
Supporting achievement for EVERY student through a Proficiency-Based system of education. 
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