
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2013 3:45 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 082913 

 

The end of most school districts summer breaks.  I’ve got to make the best of the 

few warm days left (i.e., motorcycle rides!!).  Hope you are able to do the 
same.  Here is the latest: 

1) Great Start and Other Programs - There have been a lot of calls recently 

regarding claiming of meals for Head Start, Early Childhood Development 
Centers, and the Great Start Readiness Program.   We have attached some 

information which should help you out including a USDA POLICY memo SP 
40-2013os.  If you have questions, contact Bryan Van Dorn, 
vandornb1@michigan.gov. 

2) 6 Cent Certification – We are closing in on the deadline to have 6 Cent 
Applications approved for 2013.  At the end of September, funding for 6 

Cents in 2013 will END.  If you have an application that is in “Returned for 
Modifications” or “Modifications in Progress,” you need to finish these 

immediately.  If you submitted your application on a timely basis and have 
not been approved, send me an email.  Time is running short.  For those that 
have waited until 2014, get started on it NOW.  It is a time consuming 

project and the earlier you get it done the more funding you will 
receive.  Everyone remember….this is a one-time deal so make every effort 

to finish as soon as possible. 

3) Afterschool Snack and Supper Programs – Attached is a memo from State 
Superintendent Mike Flanagan to your superintendent encouraging your 

district to take advantage of these important programs.  Bringing additional 
resources to your communities to help ensure their nutritional needs are 

being met is a wonderful objective.  Please read the Afterschool Snack 
attachment and see if it might benefit your students.  Included in the 
attachment is a fact sheet for Afterschool Snacks that may be helpful in 

reaching as many of your students as possible. 

4) Yogurt Toolkit - mmm..Yogurt.  a creamy, delicious, and creative way to 

meet the school breakfast and lunch meal patterns.   Order your kit, brought 
to you by United Dairy Industry of Michigan, today at www.mmm-yogurt.com 
to receive:  A full color, laminated, spiral bound, recipe book with 27 

delectable, student tested recipes, marketing ideas and ways to incorporate 
Fuel Up to Play 60 Healthy Eating Plays; consumer recipe card booklets to 

provide to students and families; 12 aprons to provide to students and staff 
(eight adult-sized and four youth-sized); one 11” x 14” “Today’s Yogurt 
Feature” dry-erase wall cling featuring Roary, the official Detroit Lions 

mascot; three mmm ... yogurt posters to display.  Quantities are limited so 
don’t wait! 
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5) A Few “Howard” Tips – Most of you know, I wasn’t always here at the state 
of Michigan.  I’ve run a few school food service programs in my life.  So here 

are some of my general “tips” on running a successful food service 
program.  The list is not meant to be all inclusive.  Just some starting 

points.  1) Serve hot foods hot and cold foods cold…it is not only the safe 
thing to do, I think it is the singular best thing to do in order to make sure 
you are serving a quality product, 2) Try to minimize the length of your 

serving lines.  Nobody likes to wait in line.  I know, I know….you don’t always 
have control over this issue.  Any steps you can take to make sure your kids 

don’t have to wait a long time in line will be “good for business.”  3) Use 
batch cooking (i.e., pizza cooked at 9:00 am and put in a heated cabinet is 
not going to be as tasty as pizza right out of the oven at noon) and present 

your foods attractively, 4) try to deinstitutionalize your serving lines,  5) 
portion control for both a budget and compliance issue, 6) smile at a kid who 

looks like they need one, 7) form a “Food Service Advisory Council” and be 
sure to include your biggest critics….if you can win them over, the rest will 
come easily, 8) track your budget/participation progress at the start of the 

year and make appropriate adjustments during the year, 9) while I fully 
realize the past year has been full of challenges speak positively of the 

changes in your schools and community (if you don’t like your program, who 
will??!!), 10) take comfort in the fact that the work you do is 

important.  Maybe more in a future “News”……  

6) Team Nutrition - Deadline September 13, 2013.  Enter to win $400 in 
promotion materials from Michigan Team Nutrition. We are looking for your 

best signage to promote your school breakfast program.  It's easy to enter 
by following these steps: 1) Take a picture of your best signage or poster to 

promote your school breakfast program. 2) Complete the entry form on our 
Facebook Page (http://woobox.com/myd35q ), including your photo and a 
description.   

7) Breakfast Challenge - Are you gearing up and reaching out to increase your 
school breakfast participation?  Remember, the School Breakfast Challenge 

starts with the 2013-2014 school year!  UDIM has created a great breakfast 
flyer (attached) that you can edit with your own specifics as a way of 
promoting your school breakfast program!  It’s not just “breakfast,” but 

“School Breakfast” that matters!   

8) Income Eligibility Guidelines – Attached is a News Release regarding income 

eligibility guidelines for the coming school year.   

9) Civil Rights Compliance – An administrative policy on Civil Rights Compliance 
has been posted to our website and can be found at the following link: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_3_Civil
_Rights_Compliance_Requirements_432151_7.pdf  

Please be sure to read as there is a lot of important information and 
resources on this policy. 
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10) Success Stories – Attached is an email originating from Undersecretary Janey 
Thornton with many examples of success stories under the HHFKA.  These 

stories are important and, yes, Michigan has a story amongst the list as 
well.  So if you are thinking all of this can’t be done, here are some positive 

stories, not just for yourself, but that can be shared with the community at 
large.   

11) The Importance of Breakfast – If you don’t understand Superintendent 

Flanagan’s, MDE’s, USDA’s, and my office’s focus on breakfast or in particular 
having breakfast in the classroom, read this article 

at  http://www.takepart.com/article/2013/08/27/child-hunger-school-
breakfasts.  By the way, for those of you providing breakfasts and reaching 
as many students as possible, you can read the article with some sense of 

pride as the article addresses just how important it is to feed students to help 
them learn at the best of their ability.  

12) School Nutrition Program – The application for the 2014 school year is now 
live in MEGS+.  The application is due to be filled out by September 13.   

 

     Enough already!!  I think we have a record number of attachments.  Have a great 
holiday weekend and a fabulous start to a new school year!!            
 

 
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 

Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
 

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 
nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 

partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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