
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 12:11 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 102813 

 

Oooh, that’s scary!!!!  No, not the new competitive food rule!!!  This week is 

Halloween!!  Here is some decidedly unscary news: 
 

1. Farm to School - Thank you to those of you who responded to the USDA 

Farm to School Census! We wanted to make sure you knew that the results 
from the census are now live. They can be found at 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census.  From a national perspective, 
USDA estimates that 43% of public school districts across the country have 
an existing Farm to School Program in place, while another 13% of school 

districts surveyed are committed to launching a Farm to School Program in 
the near future. Additionally, in School Year 2011-2012, schools purchased 

and served over $350 million in local food! Michigan had an overall response 
rate of 52%.  Of those that responded, 40% are currently participating in 

farm to school activities. USDA estimates that local purchases in our state 
are valued at approximately $4,404,768.  Please remember these statistics 
reflect only self-reported data.  To check to ensure that your district has 

successfully completed the census, please visit 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census. To find your school, start at 

our state & district section, click on the state of Michigan, and then click on 
the “Explore MI School Districts” button at either the top or bottom of the 
state summary page. If you did not have a chance to complete the census 

earlier this spring, USDA is accepting submissions until November 30.  Please 
simply email Matt Benson at matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov and let him 

know that you would like to complete it.  Again, overall, the response rate for 
Michigan is 52%.  Let’s use the next few weeks to boost that number a 
bit!  Attached are three informative documents that detail much of the 

success of the Farm to School Program. 

2. Food Service Management and Vended Meal Contract Policy - For information 

on guidance on material changes and review requirements for food service 
management and vended meal contracts, please see Food Service 
Administrative Policy No. 5 – School Year 2013 – 2014 at the following link:  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_5_SY13
-14_Material_Changes_Final_434881_7.pdf. 

3. Procurement Procedures - For information on guidance on procurement 
procedures for United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child 
Nutrition Programs, please see Food Service Administrative Policy No. 6 – 

School Year 2013 – 2014 at the following link:  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_6_2013

-2014_-Procurement_Procedure_Final_434885_7.pdf. 

4. Food Service Management Company and Vended School Meal Company 
Contract Prototypes and Renewal Forms – These forms are now available at 
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the following link:  http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-
43092_61446-289948--,00.html.  Districts identified as already having 

contracts in place received notifications regarding rebid, renewal, and 
training.  If your district is interested in obtaining a food service 

management company contract for School Year 2014-2015, for more 
information contact Katherine Fuller at fullerk@michigan.gov.  If your district 
is interested in a vended school meal company contract for School Year 

2014-2015, for more information contact Tom Freeland at 
freelandt@michigan.gov. 

 
5. School Breakfast - Celebrate the School Breakfast success of you and your 

staff or those of a program that you know is doing great things.  Please use 

this survey link to nominate yourself or someone you know.  MDE would like 
to recognize these school breakfast leaders at the SNAM Annual Meeting in 

November.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FVB25MC.   
  

6. Weekly News from MDE – If you want to continue to receive this invaluable 

(overstatement?) information, it is important to know the list we send the 
News to is from your MEGS+ School Nutrition Programs application.  Check 

to make sure you are either the Contact Person or the Food Service 
Director.  While we have to manually add some recipients, being in the 

MEGS+ application is the best guarantee of receiving this information on an 
ongoing basis.   

7. Produce Safety University – We are looking for a couple volunteers that are 

interested in attending the Produce Safety University course that will be 
offered at various locations starting in March.  A summary of the course 

content is attached.  In 2014, three out of five classes will be held at USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service campus in Fredericksburg, VA.  This training 
center provides unique opportunities for hands-on training related to 

purchasing, processing, and preparation of fresh produce.  Note, with travel, 
this will be a week long commitment.  Your costs will be covered for travel, 

lodging, and meal expenses.  If you are interested in attending, reply to this 
email, state a brief reason on why you are interested in this opportunity, and 
list in order your top date and location preference to attend to your last 

choice to attend. Here are the dates and locations: 

a. March 10-14, 2014                  Fredericksburg, VA 

b. March 31-April 4, 2014             Fresno, CA 
c. April 28-May 2, 2014                Fredericksburg, VA 
d. June 9-13, 2014                      Fredericksburg, VA 

e. June 23-27, 2014                    Atlanta, GA 

Please respond by November 4, 2014, if you are interested.   

 
That is it for now.  Have a great week.    
 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-43092_61446-289948--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-43092_61446-289948--,00.html
mailto:fullerk@michigan.gov
mailto:freelandt@michigan.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FVB25MC


 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 

Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
 
“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 

nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 
partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
 














